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LEXINGTON – The 
Kentucky Office of 
Homeland Security has 
issued a warning that 
a new synthetic opioid 
named cychlorphine 
has been detected in 
Central Kentucky.

The public safety 
advisory, which was 
posted on the agency’s 
Facebook page, said 
cychlorphine is ap-
proximately 10 times 
stronger than fentanyl 
and is contributing 
to overdose deaths in 
neighboring regions, 
including eastern Ten-
nessee.

Further, the home-
land security office 
says that because 
this drug is frequent-
ly mixed with other 
illegal narcotics, this 
places users at extreme 
risk of unintentional 
exposure.

Officials are cur-
rently uncertain 
whether Narcan — the 

overdose-reversing 
medication — is 
fully effective against 
cychlorphine. Howev-
er, John Moses, harm 
reduction team leader 
at the Lexington-Fay-
ette County Health 
Department, told Annie 
Brown with WLEX-
TV that anyone who 
suspects an overdose 
should administer Nar-
can immediately.

“Since it is a syn-
thetic opioid, we hope 
it will work, but the po-
tency of it may require 
more doses than we 
would normally give,” 
Moses told Brown.

The Kentucky 
Office of Homeland 
Security offers this ad-
vice to first responders, 
health care providers 
and law enforcement 
personnel:

• Exercise extreme 
caution when handling 
any unknown or illicit 
substances.

• Utilize appropriate 
personal protective 

equipment (PPE) to 
prevent accidental 
exposure.

• Treat all suspected 
cychlorphine-related 
overdoses as medical 
emergencies.

• Immediately report 
any confirmed or 
suspected cases to local 
public safety authori-
ties.

The Kentucky 
Department for Public 

Health offers other 
ways to be prepared:

Always keep nal-
oxone, a drug that can 
reverse the effects of 
an opioid overdose, on 
hand and administer 

it if you suspect an 
overdose. Naloxone is  
available at local health 
departments. Also, 
health officials advise 
people who use drugs 
not to use them alone.
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Public notice

ORDINANCE NO. 1, 2026

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING THE WATER RATES TO BE CHARGED TO THE 
CITY OF RUSSELL CUSTOMERS, CUSTOMERS OUTSIDE OF THE CITY OF RUSSELL, 
AND ALL OTHER CUSTOMERS INCLUDING BULK USERS FOR USAGE BEGINNING ON 
OR AFTER JANUARY 1, 2026.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF RUSSELL, KENTUCKY:

SECTION I
That in order to provide a safe and adequate supply of potable water to the custom-

ers and users of water and distributed by the City of Russell Water Works, and to keep 
the water sinking fund and maintenance fund solvent, it is necessary and the City Council 
does hereby establish a schedule of reasonable charges from such water by volume use.

SECTION II
The following charges shall be made to customers and users of water furnished by 

the City of Russell:

MONTHLY WATER RATES
The following charges shall be made to customers for water consumed on and after 

January 1, 2026.
 

GALLONS OF  CUSTOMERS INSIDE  CUSTOMERS OUTSIDE  THE
WATER  THE CITY OF RUSSELL CITY OF RUSSELL, NOT
     INCLUDING BULK CUSTOMERS

•Up to 1,000 $26.11 Minimum  $27.64 Minimum 
• Per Thousand  $4.22 per Thousand $4.84 per Thousand
Over Minimum
 

MINIMUM MONTHLY BILL

 CITY OF RUSSELL CUSTOMERS OUTSIDE  THE
   CITY OF RUSSELL EXCLUDING THE CITY OF
   FLATWOODS, CITY OF RACELAND AND
   BULK USERS

$26.13 Minimum  $23.64 Minimum

MONTHLY WATER RATES FOR BULK USERS
$ 3.45 Per thousand with contract

$ 3.73 Per thousand exceeds contract amount
$ 4.0 I Per thousand no contract

SECTION III
Russell may be required from time to time to purchase water from a backup supplier 

in order to supply Russell’s users. In the event that Russell must purchase water from a 
backup emergency supplier at a higher cost than the current rates established in Section 
II of this Ordinance, Russell may charge each user a Purchased Water Adjustment rate 
equal to the increased cost charged to Russell from such backup supplier, to be billed 
based on each user’s actual usage for the month in question, in order to account for Rus-
sell’s increased cost from the backup supplier.

SECTION IV
All monies derived from the sale of water under this ordinance shall be paid into the 

water fund by the City of Russell for the purposes de�ined and established by existing 
ordinances.

SECTION V
The City shall bill its water customers monthly on the 1st day of the month and the 

customer shall pay said bill and the same shall be due and owing on or before the 2151 
day of said month. If the 2151 day falls on a weekend or holiday, said bill will be due the 
following business day. Services shall include single and multiple units.

The bill shall be delinquent the day after the due date and a penalty of ten percent
 (10%) shall be added for failure to pay when due.

Failure to pay the delinquent bill shall authorize the City to terminate water service 
on the �ifth (5th) day of the following month beginning at 9:00 AM without notice, so long 
as the customer is more than $25.00 delinquent. If the 5th day falls on a Friday, Saturday, 
Sunday or holiday, disconnections will be the next business day. An administrative fee of 
$75.00 may be charged to delinquent accounts at 9:00 AM on_the 5th day of the month 
for the processing and collection of the delinquent account. Reconnection will not be 
made until after all delinquent bills and other charges, if any, owed by the customer to 
the City have been paid.

Any owner of real estate may permit another to be responsible for the bill for said 

water, sewer, refuse, recycle, surcharge, sales tax, or school tax services by renting, leas-
ing or otherwise divesting himself of the possession of all or part of his real estate. How-
ever, primary responsibility for payment of city utilities shall be the responsibility of the 
owner of the real estate when the utilities are allowed to be disconnected.

Notwithstanding any other Ordinance, the owner of the real estate shall, regardless 
of whether or not the water, sewer, refuse, recycle, surcharge, sales tax, or school tax is 
paid by his or her renter, be responsible for the full charges of the water, sewer, refuse, 
recycle, surcharge, or school tax utilities against the property.

 In the case of multiple rental units, the City may, in its sole discretion, refuse to pro-
vide water service to any person seeking to rent, lease, or otherwise occupy said rental 
unit until such time as the city utility bills have been paid in ful I for the unit of real estate 
by the owner of the real estate or by others. The City shal I also have discretion to not 
provide utility services to any single piece of real estate when a utility bill remains un-
paid by the owner of said real estate.

No cash is to be placed in the overnight payment box. Water meters are the property 
of the City of Russell and are not to be tampered with in any manner by the customer or 
their representative. Violators will be prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law.

SECTION VI
Security for payment of charges are as follows:
I. Commercial and individual purchasers of water from the water works owned and 

operated by the City, who are tenants and not the owners of record of the premises for 
which water is purchased, shall secure the payment of the charges for water so pur-
chased by making a cash, check, credit card or money order deposit of $200.00 ($170.00 
deposit/$30.00 Service Fee) with the Clerk of the water works, before said service shall 
be initiated. Further, if the owner requests the water service to be turned on for a short 
period of time, the owner shall have an open account which must be paid in full prior to 
the new renter being provided water service.

2. Driver’s license or State Issued ID must be provided for each turn on for owner 
or renter.

3. Owners must provide proof of ownership either with deed or closing papers, 
and renters must provide a lease or rental agreement.

4. Land contracts are considered a renter and must have a deposit.
5. Owners must pay a $30.00 service charge for initial turn on. If owner has 

multiple properties this applies to each account I service location.
6. The City will turn on and off a meter one time a year per account without a 

$30.00 service charge. (Example: vacation for more than 4 weeks)
7. If a payment is returned for non-suf�icient funds or for any other reason, there 

will be an NSF/returned payment fee of $25.00 for each item returned.
8. Delinquent accounts must be paid in full by previous owners or tenants before 

moving into a new residence in the City of Russell.
9. Delinquent balances that have been found unpaid by previous tenants will be 

placed on their new account if new account is within the City of Russell.
I 0. In the event present water service is cut off for delinquency, water service will not 

be restored until the delinquent account is made in good standing.

SECTION VII
Future Rates for water service will be determined by one of the following, a cost-

based analysis or by the Consumer Price Index as published by the U.S. Bureau of Labor 
Statistics and will be evaluated as needed. If the Consumer Price Index reports a de-
crease, then the Mayor and Council will review the rates if it causes a decrease in revenue.

 
SECTION VIII

All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances in con�lict herewith are hereby repealed only 
to the extent of such con�lict.

SECTION IX
The new water rates will become effective on the April 1, 2026 billing.

SECTION X
This Ordinance shall become effective upon its passage with two readings and pub-

lication.

Dated this 22nd Day of January, 2026.

/s/Samuel R. Simpson IV, 
Mayor City of Russell, Kentucky

/s/ Jennifer Williams
City Clerk, City of Russell, Kentucky

First Reading and Adoption: January 22, 2026 
Second Reading and Adoption: February 26, 2026 
Published: March 5, 2026
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