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Summer of opportunity for Elkhorn students
By Harper Allen

ECS Student

This summer, before 
going into my junior year 
in the Law and Justice 
pre-law program at Elk-
horn Crossing School 
(ECS), was one of the bus-
iest and most meaning-
ful summers I have ever 
experienced. Between 
the Governor’s School 
for Entrepreneurs and 
the FBI Teen Academy. 
I spent almost the entire 
summer doing something 
new. While I originally 
applied to these programs 
because I wanted to gain 
experience, I never ex-
pected them to have such 
a meaningful impact on 
me or help me learn more 
about what I want for my 
future.

My summer started 
with the Governor’s 
School for Entrepreneurs 
(GSE), which took place 
at the University of Ken-
tucky. GSE was a three-
week program where 
students were placed into 
teams and challenged 
to find a problem, cre-
ate a solution, develop a 
product, and pitch their 
ideas in front of an audi-
ence. I was moved from 
the waitlist and arrived 
on the third day, so ev-
eryone had already met 
each other. Even though 
I didn’t initially know 
anyone, everyone was 
incredibly welcoming 
and accepting. I quickly 
became comfortable 
and ended up having an 
amazing experience.

My team created a prod-
uct called Rena, an inter-
active toy box designed to 
help children with ADHD 
who may struggle with 
starting and maintain-
ing focus while cleaning. 
We worked together to 

develop our idea and 
eventually presented our 
product in front of a large 
audience. GSE taught 
me that I am capable of 
speaking in front of large 
groups and showed me 
how important it is to 
put yourself and ideas              
out there. 

Only two days after 
GSE ended, I attended 
the FBI Teen Academy in 
Louisville from July 14 to 
17. Around 200 students 
applied, and only about 
20 to 30 were selected. As 
part of the application, 
I wrote an essay about 
how the academy would 
impact me, including 
what Law and Justice 
Education means to me 
and why I wanted to par-
ticipate.

The four-day acad-
emy gave participants 
a firsthand look at the 
FBI through hands-on 
learning and conversa-

tions with people from 
many different units. We 
heard from VCAC special 
agents, drug investiga-
tors, violent crimes inves-
tigators, first responders, 
technology specialists, 
the bomb squad, and 
more. What surprised 
me most was seeing how 
many different people 
and areas are involved in 
the FBI. It is one thing to 
hear about the FBI, but it 
is completely different to 
sit across from an agent, 
shake their hand, ask 
them questions, and hear 
about their work directly 
from them. It made ev-
erything feel much more 
real.

The VCAC, or Violent 
Crimes Against Chil-
dren, unit especially 
stood out to me. Learning 
about their mission and 
the work they do made 
me realize how important 
that area of law enforce-

ment is, and it is now a 
field I am very interested 
in pursuing in the future. 
I left the academy with a 
greater understanding of 
how much teamwork is 
required in the FBI and 
how many people work 
together to accomplish its 
mission.

Looking back, the 
most important lesson I 
learned this summer was 
the importance of putting 
yourself out there, even 
when you are nervous 
or do not know anyone. I 
was the only student from 
my school who attended 
both GSE and the FBI 
Teen Academy, so I had 
to step into both experi-
ences without knowing 
what to expect or who I 
would meet. Even though 
that was intimidating at 
first, both experiences 
ended up being some of 
the most meaningful 
parts of my summer.
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PHOTO SUBMITTED
Elkhorn Crossing student Harper Allen (right) received a certificate of completion at the conclusion of her Gover-
nor’s School for Entrepreneurs experience.  She also participated in the highly selective FBI Teen Academy this 
past summer.

**ORDINANCE NO. 
2026 - 006**

AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING THE OR-
DINANCE ADOPTING 
THE CITY OF STAMP-
ING GROUND, KY

ANNUAL BUDGET 
FOR THE FISCAL YEAR

July 1, 2026 through 
June 30, 2027

ESTIMATING REVE-
NUES AND RESOURCES 
AND APPROPRIATING 
FUNDS

FOR THE OPERATION 
OF CITY GOVERN-
MENT

WHEREAS, the Stamp-
ing Ground City Com-
mission adopted the 
annual budget for the 

fiscal year July 1, 2026 
through June 30, 2027 as 
Stamping Ground Ordi-
nance 2026-006 and

WHEREAS, after re-
view of transactions 
through the fiscal year 
as approved by the City 
commission it is neces-
sary to amend the City’s 
budget for the fiscal year 

July 1, 2026 through June 
30, 2027;

NOW, THEREFORE BE 
IT ORDAINED BY THE 
CITY OF STAMPING 
GROUND:

SECTION l:
That the City of Stamp-

ing Ground Ordinance 
2026-006 is hereby 
amended as follows:

SECTION 2:
That this ordinance 

shall be of effect upon 
passage and publication 

following a second read-
ing on the 22nd day of 
September, 2026.

Public Notice
Ordinance amending annual budget 

for Fiscal Year 2026-2027

CITY OF STAMPING GROUND
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