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The Crittenden County 
Historical Museum will 
be opening for the sea-
son at 10 a.m., 
W e d n e s d a y 
April 1. Please 
take time and 
stop by and 
see all the in-
teresting items 
on display that 
are part of our 
county’s histo-
ry. This year we 
have a unique 
item that has 
returned to its 
hometown. It 
is a beautiful 
c o m m u n i o n 
table from the 
Main Street 
Presbyter ian 
Church that 
was torn down 
in 1968.

To give some histo-
ry and meaning to this 
item, we’ll start with the 
history of the church and 
see how it has returned 
to the community from 
which it came.

–––
The First House of 

Worship
In September 1894 the 

Cumberland Presbyteri-
an congregation of Mar-
ion had plans to built a 
handsome brick struc-
ture. They were looking 
forward to the time when 
they could worship in a 
house more in keeping 
with the progressive spir-
it of the town, than the 
neat but small building 
in which they were hold-
ing services.

This 昀rst house of wor-
ship, where they were 
holding services, was a 
little chapel built opposite 
the graded school build-
ing (about the location 
of the back parking lot of 
the post of昀ce) and it was 
dedicated in May of 1890 
by Rev. B. T. Watson and 
Rev. James F. Price.

The leading families of 
this organization were 
those of John Lamb, Jane 
Crider, John Parr, Wm. 
A. Adams, Theodore F. 
Newcomb, Mrs. Mary E. 
Haynes, F. B. McMican, 
James F. Price and oth-
ers.  There were 39 char-
ter members in the origi-
nal organization.

Their 昀rst step towards 
this dream of a new house 
of worship was in the 
purchasing of the beau-
tiful lot at the corner of 
Main and Depot streets.  
The lot was one of the 
prettiest in town and was 
centrally located, and the 
site in all respects was a 
splendid choice for their 
new church.

 During the life 
of the late John Lamb, 
it was his hope to see a 
church on that spot and 
his heirs in deference to 
his well-known wishes 
about the matter pro-
posed to the church to 
contribute $500 towards 
the enterprise if steps 
would be taken at once. 
The church gladly accept-
ed the conditions and the 
lot was purchased.  

–––
The Dedication, June 

18, 1899
The dedication of a 

church to the worship 
of God is an important 
event in the history of any 
community. The little log 
churches that were built 
in this county early in 

the century and on down 
have exerted an in昀uence 
for good in our civilization 

that no man 
can estimate.

So the dedica-
tion of the more 
pretentious ed-
i昀ces of today 
are events that 
will color the 
thoughts and 
shape the des-
tinies of many 
g e n e r a t i o n s 
that come after 
us, hence the 
services at the 
new Cumber-
land Presbyte-
rian Church in 
Marion Sunday 
may be termed 
a red letter day 
in the history of 
the community.

In 1889 the Cum-
berland Presbyterians, 
through the work of Rev. 
James F. Price, organized 
here with a membership 
to 23 and the little band 
has been gradually grow-
ing as God blessed its ef-
forts.

Three years ago, they 
began an active effort to 
build a new house of wor-
ship, and Sunday their 
untiring energy culmi-
nated in the dedication 
of one of the handsom-
est, most substantial and 
conveniently arranged 
houses in the county; 
adding to the substan-
tial appearance and the 
beauty of the town, and 
Marion people are natu-
rally proud of the build-
ing.

The building is of brick 
and is 65x56 feet, divid-
ed into three rooms.  The 
main auditorium, 40x40, 
the lecture room 25x40 
feet, separated from au-
ditorium by a folding 
partition, and the Sun-
day School room 16x32, 
separated from the other 
rooms by folding doors. 
When desired, the three 
rooms can be thrown to-
gether and they have a 
normal seating capacity 
of 600, and this can be 
readily increased to 800.

The 昀oors in the main 
rooms rise as they reced-
ed from the pulpit and 
the whole is 昀lled with 
handsome folding chairs 
with convenient aisles for 
ingress and egress; there 
are entrances on three 
sides of the building.  The 
interior is handsomely 
昀nished in hardwood, 
and the inside view as 
well as arrangements are 
attractive.

–––
Full House

Sunday the house was 
packed to its utmost ca-
pacity and many stood 
at the windows to hear 
the sermon.  The con-
gregation was composed 
of Crittenden, Livingston 
and Caldwell county peo-
ple.

After the sermon by 
Dr. DeWitt of Hopkins-
ville, it was announced 
by Rev. B. T. Watson that 
$1,500 must be raised to 
complete paying for the 
house. He made an ap-
peal for the money, and 
within an hour several 
dollars over the required 
amount had been sub-
scribed. The subscrip-
tions ranging from $100 
hundred to $1; a great 
many of the young folk 

subscribed $1to pay for a 
chair.

The beautiful dedica-
tion ceremonies were 
then used and the house 
was formally dedicated. 
The pastor, Rev. James 
F. Price, and his elders 
and deacons, Messrs. W. 
A. Adams, A. L. Cruce, 
A. U. Lamb, A. F. Crid-
er, O. F. Swansey, Ira 
Clark, Geo. H. Crider, 
Geo. F. Jennings, T. F. 
Newcom, Wm. H. Walker 
and Wm. E. Minner form-
ing a semi-circle around 
the chancel making the 
pledge to have the Word 
preached in the house.

After this Rev. James 
F. Price brie昀y addressed 
the congregation and im-
pressively tendered his 
thanks to the people for 
their aid. This tireless 
man of God and indefat-
igable worker in the great 
cause was the happiest 
man in Marion that day. 
It was through his efforts, 
his zeal, his prayers, his 
managing, and his words 
of encouragement that 
the work was undertaken 
and carried to comple-
tion.

The dedicatory sermon 
was preached by Dr. De-
Witt of Hopkinsville. His 

text was: “But the word 
of the Lord shall endure 
forever.” 

All the other church-
es in town called in their 
appointments for the 
day, and Revs. W. H. Mi-
ley, B. A. Cundiff and J. 
W. Thompson occupied 
seats in the pulpit.

The plans of the house 
were drawn by George F. 
Jennings, and he super-
intended the construc-
tion throughout and it 
certainly is a credit to 
his skill and genius as a 
workman.

–––
Church Closes

This church had ser-
vices and served the 
community as a house of 
worship for over 67 years. 
In 1966 the membership 
had fallen low and the 
small congregation unit-
ed with the First United 
Presbyterian Church 
located on Bellville and 
College streets.

The historic old church 
sat empty until 1968 
when the lot was sold 
to Otha Smith who tore 
down the old landmark 
church in preparation 
of locating a used car lot 
on the site. It was locat-
ed where the parking lot 

is on the corner of Main 
Street and East Depot 
Street.

–––
 Items Saved

When the church 
closed in 1966, members 
of the congregation were 
given permission to take 
items that were in the 
church so they would be 
saved.

Bill and Birdie Farmer, 
members of the church, 
saved the beautiful an-
tique communion ta-
ble that was used in the 
church. It was eventually 
passed down to their son, 
Mike Farmer, who now 
lives in Henderson. 

Mike, wanting the table 
returned to its original 
hometown, has donated 
the table to the museum, 
so its history and beauty 

can be seen and enjoyed 
by all.

–––
This is what the mu-

seum is all about, sav-
ing and preserving items 
that were once a part of 
our history, and carrying 
on some of that history 
for future generations to 
see and learn about. Also 
many items just bring 
back good memories from 
times past that we re-
member from our child-
hood and the way things 
used to be in Marion.  

(Brenda Underdown is 
chair of Crittenden Coun-
ty Historical Society and 
a member of Crittenden 
County Genealogical Soci-
ety. Much more local histo-
ry can be found at OurFor-
gottenPassages.blogspot.
com).
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MEETING NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that the City of 

Marion, Kentucky, will conduct a listening 
session on Thursday, April 9, 2026, at 6 p.m. 
on the following topic:

1) Open forum to hear from parties 
interested in proposing funding policy or 
expenditures for the 2026-2027 昀scal year 
budget

The listening session will be hosted by 
the City Administrator and held at Marion 
City Hall, 217 South Main Street, Marion, 
Kentucky.

Please contact the City of Marion
for more information at

(270) 965-2266.
Charles Adam Ledford

City Administrator


