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The Center for Ru-
ral Development is 

accep� ng grant applica� ons 
for the 2026 Kentucky Ap-
palachian Regional Commis-
sion mini-grant program.

� e mini-grant program 
(some� mes referred to as 
the Flex-E-Grant program) 
is open to quali� ed local 
units of government and 
non-pro� t en� � es in Wayne 
Coun�  for capaci�  building 
planning and implementa-
� on projects.

� e mini-grant program 
provides s� ategic invest-
ments in projects that build 
communi�  capaci�  to 
mobilize local resources, 
gain leadership experience, 
and s� engthen communi�  
ins� tu� ons and networks.

Grants are subject to 
approval for up to $10,000, 
require a 20 percent match 
of total project costs, and 
are to be completed within 
a six-month � me� ame. 
Mini-grant funds are avail-
able on a reimbursement 
basis only.

For more informa� on 

or to download a request 
for proposal, visit h� ps://
centertech.com/arc-mini-
grant-� ex-e-grant/.

All grant applica� ons and 
suppor� ng documents must 
be submi� ed to � e Center 
for Rural Development by 
5 PM (EDT) on April 10, 
2026. Digital � les are pre-
ferred and may be emailed to 
arc@centertech.com.

Coun� es within � e Cen-
ter for Rural Development’s 
primary service area desig-
nated as economically dis-
� essed by ARC are eligible 
to apply for the mini-grant 
program. Eligible coun� es 
include Bath, Bell, Breathi� , 
Carter, Casey, Clay, Clinton, 
Ellio� , Es� ll, Floyd, Harlan, 
Jackson, Johnson, Kno� , 
Knox, Lawrence, Lee, Les-
lie, Letcher, Mago�  n, Mar-
� n, McCreary, Menifee, 
Metcalfe, Morgan, Owsley, 
Perry, Pike, Rockcastle, 
Rowan, Russell, Wayne, 
Whitley, and Wolfe.

For ques� ons about the 
applica� on process or 
program guidelines, please 
call 606-677-6000 or email 
jvanthournout@centertech.
com.

� e Center for Rural De-
velopment administers pro-
grams funds in partnership 
with the Kentucky Depart-
ment for Local Government 
and the ARC.

Established in 1996 
through the vision of U.S. 
Congressman Harold “Hal” 
Rogers, (KY-05), and other 
leaders, � e Center for Rural 
Development is a nonpro� t 
organiza� on fueled by a mis-
sion to provide leadership 
that s� mulates innova� ve 
and sustainable economic 
development solu� ons and a 
be� er way of life in South-
ern and Eastern Kentucky. 
In its 45-coun�  primary 
service region, � e Center 
provides innova� ve pro-

grams in leadership, public 
safe� , technology, and arts 
and culture. � e Center is 
commi� ed to constantly 
expanding its capabili� es 
in order to deliver a range 
of key services throughout 
Kentucky and the na� on.
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FLOOR LEVELING

606-875-5648
LICENSED & INSURED        25 YEARS EXPERIENCE

KYANA GIANT INDOOR SWAP MEET 59th Year 
Kentucky Exposition Center Louisville KY 

937 Phillips Ln.   40209 Pavillion, West Wing, West Hall, West Hall Carpet 
& Broadbent Arena 

 
Largest Indoor Swap Meet in The Country 

7 Acres 1200 Spaces Inside Heated & Air conditioned 
100 Space OUTSIDE CAR CORRAL 

 
Saturday   March 21st  8:00 AM  to  6:00 PM 
Sunday    March 22nd  8:00 AM  to 4:00 PM 

     
Admission:  $10 per day $15 for 2 Day Pass Children under 12 Free With a Parent 

Maureen Vannatta  502 619 2917 -- kyanaswapmeet@gmail.com 
Chester Robertson   502 619 2916 

 
For spaces or info see our web, http://www.kyanaswapmeet.com 

FOR RENT
10 minutes from 

Nancy.
2 bedroom mobile 
home. Private lot. 

Please call 
606-305-5512
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On the sixth of March, 
Somerset Communi�  

College (SCC) welcomed 81 
eighth-grade students � om 
middle schools across the region 
for an exci� ng STEAM Day 
event. � e hands-on learning 
experience immersed students 
in ac� vi� es centered on Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineer-
ing, Arts, and Mathema� cs 
(STEAM), reinforcing SCC’s 
commitment to inspiring the 

next genera� on of innovators 
and problem-solvers.

� roughout the day, students 
par� cipated in a varie�  of 
interac� ve sessions led by SCC 
ins� uctors and SCC students in 
college classrooms and labs on 
the Somerset campus. Sessions 
included:

• Monkey Hunter: A classic 
physics demons� a� on of pro-
jec� le mo� on, where students 
experimented with aiming 
rubber balls at a stu� ed monkey 
using an air cannon.

• Chemis� y – Making Gel 

Fuel: Students learned to create 
gel fuel (sterno) using eggshells, 
vinegar, and ethyl alcohol, 
exploring core chemical prin-
ciples.

• � e Secret Science of Hair 
Color: A hands-on cosmetology 
session where students paint-
ed their own color wheel and 
learned how science and art 
intersect in hair color formula-
� on and correc� on.

• Eyes on Gooey Science: 
Students examined real cow 
eyeballs to discover how eyes 
work, making science both 

tangible and memorable.
• What is Normal?: Sta� s� cal 

games in� oduced students to 
the concept of sta� s� cal nor-
mali�  in a fun, interac� ve way.

• Laparoscopic Surgery Sim-
ula� on: Students used laparo-
scopic ins� uments to sew a pig 
(loofah), learning about innova-
� ons in surgical technology and 
pa� ent care.

� ese sessions were taught 
by SCC ins� uctors and college 
students, o� ering eighth graders 
a unique opportuni�  to learn 
directly � om those pursuing 

and teaching STEAM careers.
Par� cipa� ng schools included: 

Clinton, Cumberland, Lincoln, 
McCreary, Meece, Northern 
Middle, Russell, Somerset 
Chris� an, Southern Middle and 
Wayne.

“Events like STEAM Day are 
crucial in shaping young minds 
and demons� a� ng that STEAM 
� elds are not only impac� ul but 
also fun,” said SCC Mathemat-
ics Professor Roger Osborne. 
“We hope to inspire future 
leaders and innovators in these 
vital disciplines.”

SCC hosts STEAM Day for local eighth-grade students

LOCAL NEWS

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Southern Middle School students posing for a STEAM 
Day group photo on the SCC Somerset Campus.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Somerset Christian School Students on the Somerset 
SCC Campus for STEAM Day.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Pulaski 8th graders on the SCC Somerset Campus 
before STEAM sessions began.

Funding Opportunity: Mini-Grants 
Open for Local Organizations

BILL MARDIS PHOTO
The Center for 
Rural Development 
is now accepting 
applications for its 
2026 ARC 
mini-grant 
program, 
supporting 
community 
projects across 
Wayne County.

Visit us online at somerset-kentucky.com


