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Louisville stayed No.24
this week in the AP Top-25
rankings, despite winning
both of its games last week
and getting a Quad-1 win
on the road at Wake For-
est. The real reason for
not moving up in the rank-
ings was that Notre Dame
basically pulled Louisville
down. However, Louis-
ville will have two more
chances this week at Quad-
1 opportunities as the Car-
dinals host the Wolf Pack
of NC State on ESPN’s
Big Monday, followed by
a neutral site road test with
Baylor.

With Louisville being
ranked No. 24 this week,
these games are must wins
for the Cardinals to stay
afloat. There will be some
in-state competition with
the Kentucky Wildcats
right behind Louisville at
No. 25, a big road win at
Florida would see the Cats

=, jump the Cards
next week.
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Mikel Brown Jr. with the slam dunk

There are so many teams
fighting for that 8-11 seed
in the NCAA Tournament
right now that it makes it
very hard, and no room
for error. As I’ve said time
and time before, only time
will tell and the Cardinals
control their own destiny.
The bucket is nearly full,
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“Louie”, the Cardinal mascot shoots out

but there’s still room for a
little movement, just ask
the Wildcats which finally
got back into the AP Top-
25 this week, and according
to Bracketology experts,
they’re a “lock” for the
NCAA Tournament. This
is about to get very interest-
ing. Go Cards!

T-shirts out to the KFC Yum! Center crowd
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Many of those compris-
ing BBN had given up on
Kentucky, especially after
the Wildcats’ unthinkable
25-point thrashing at the
hands of Vanderbilt a mere
two weeks ago. Not only
would the Cats not make the
field of 68 come Selection
Sunday, they wouldn’t be
selected for the NIT, either.
It was that bad with Coach
Pope’s expected excom-
munication coming prior to
season’s end. Oh, but how
the tables have turned with
Kentucky’s recent wins over
Arkansas, Oklahoma and
Tennessee.

Appearing as if they might
not win another game in the
SEC after departing Memo-
rial Gymnasium with heads
hanging low two weeks ago,
the Wildcats have since po-
sitioned themselves with an
opportunity to take the top
spot, or tie for the lead in the
conference with a win over
Florida Saturday in Gaines-
ville. Kentucky’s upsurge
may have come as a surprise
to those who’ve followed the
Cats through their highs and
lows thus far this season, but
media experts (Is that not an
oxymoron?) picked Florida,
Kentucky, Tennessee, Ala-
bama and Arkansas to finish
in that order in a preseason
poll. As of this writing, the
top five are Florida (8-2),
Kentucky (8-3), Arkansas (7-
3), Texas A&M (7-3), with
four teams tied for the fifth
spot at 6-4 (Vanderbilt, Ten-
nessee, Alabama and Mis-
souri).

Of course in standings it’s
the numbers in the loss col-
umn that’s more significant
than the numbers in the win
column; after all, a game that

Coach Mark Pope

is yet to be played can re-
sult in either a win or a loss,
while a loss is irretrievable.
With that being said, only
two games separate the top
eight teams in the SEC in the
loss column. And with seven
more games to be played for
Kentucky, as compared to
eight contests for the other
seven in the top-eight, there
are way too many variables
at this point to select a con-
ference champion.

Kentucky’s upcoming
seven-game stretch could
be the most difficult when
compared to the others with
a legitimate shot at the SEC
regular season crown. The
three games at home (Geor-
gia, Vandy, Florida), coupled
with four on the road (Flor-
ida, Auburn, South Caro-
lina, Texas A&M), look to
be daunting challenges for
a Wildcat team which has
most recently played its best
ball against the better teams,
while having tendencies of
not showing up for games in
which its heavily favored, ala
Missouri.

No win is an easy win on
the road in the SEC, espe-
cially for the one with the
letters K-E-N-T-U-C-K-Y on
its jersey. As a result, trips to
College Station, Columbia,

and “The Loveliest Village
on the Plains” may prove to
be larger obstacles than the
higher profile matchups with
the Gators and Commodores,
teams for which the Wildcats
will surely be prepared.
Winning the conference out-
right this year would surely
be a huge turnaround for a
Kentucky team which has
struggled with its identity;
however, securing a double-
bye in the upcoming SEC
Tournament might be a
more realistic goal heading
into postseason play. Need-
less to say, don’t repeat that
to the Wildcats, which have
already proven a lot of the
home folks wrong.

Prognosticators have the
‘Wildcats as a lock in the field
of 68 with their present body
of work, which now includes
five Quad One wins, giving
BBN a chance to relax a bit,
but not for long, not with the
matchup with Florida Sat-
urday afternoon in Gaines-
ville. The Wildcats are not
only playing for a confer-
ence championship, they’re
looking to up their seeding
position, as well as securing
a closer-to-home venue in
the big dance come March.
Who’d thunk it two weeks
ago?

STIVERS’S
SENATE
BILL 6
PROPOSES
$150
MILLION

FOR RESEARCH
EXCELLENCE
AND ECONOMIC
GROWTH

FRANKFORT, Ky.—Sen-
ate Bill (SB) 6, sponsored
by Senate President
Robert Stivers, R-Man-
chester, proposes a historic
$150 million investment
in Kentucky’s research
infrastructure. The bill,

if passed, would allocate
general fund dollars for
fiscal year 2027 to the
Endowed Research Fund
established under KRS
164.038, reinforcing the
legislature’s commitment
to innovation, higher
education and long-term
economic growth.

The funding will be
distributed evenly across
the five research consor-
tium accounts authorized
by statute. Each account
supports a unique research
partnership among Ken-
tucky’s public universities,
selected by the Council on
Postsecondary Education
(CPE) based on collabora-
tive proposals. Under the

law, each research consor-
tium receives funding for
a five-year term.

SB 6 builds on the
framework established
by Senate Bill 1 from
the 2024 Regular Ses-
sion, which created the
Endowed Research Fund
and directed the Council
on Postsecondary Educa-
tion to select and support
five high-impact research
consortia. That legislation
laid the groundwork for
long-term collaboration
among public universities;
SB 6 now provides the
necessary funding to acti-
vate that vision and move
research efforts forward
across the commonwealth.

“Senate Bill 6 is about
creating long-term oppor-
tunity,” Stivers said. “By
investing in high-quality
research and fostering
collaboration among our
universities, we strength-
en Kentucky’s economy,
attract top-tier talent and
ensure our institutions
remain competitive nation-
wide.”

CPE is responsible for
soliciting and reviewing
applications submitted
jointly by two or more
public universities. Ap-
plications are evaluated
using established criteria,
and selected consortia
are assigned to dedicated
accounts within the En-
dowed Research Fund.

In addition to advanc-
ing Kentucky’s research
capacity, SB 6 ensures that
any unspent funds will

carry forward into the next
fiscal year. This flexibility
allows institutions to plan
strategically and maximize|
the long-term impact of
each investment.

Because of the bill’s
importance to the state’s
economic and education-
al future, the legislation
carries an emergency pro-
vision, meaning it would
take effect immediately
upon its filing with the
Secretary of State's Office.

Senate President Rob-
ert Stivers, R-Manchester,
represents the 25th Senate
District, which includes
Clay, Jackson, Knox,
McCreary, Owsley, and
Whitley Counties. Stivers
has served as Kentucky
Senate president for over
a decade. He first assumed
the position in 2013,
succeeding former Senate
President David Williams.
As Senate President,
Stivers chairs the Senate
Committee on Committees
and the Rules Committee
and is co-chair of the Leg-
islative Research Commis-
sion. He is also a member

of the Senate Judiciary
Committee.

follow us on

facebook.

Wesley files House Bill
to ease residential access
for disabled veterans

Frankfort, Kentucky (Week of January
22, 2026)- This week, Representative Bill
Wesley of Ravenna presented HB 214
during the first meeting of Veterans, Mil-
itary Affairs, and Public Protection. This
legislation further demonstrates Wesley’s
ongoing commitment to our veterans.
Sponsored by Wesley, HB 214 cre-
ates the Residential Ease of Access for
Disabled Veterans Program within the
Kentucky Department of Veterans’ Affairs
to fund the construction and installation
of ADA-compliant accessibility ramps at
the residence of disabled veterans. The
measure creates a dedicated grant fund to
receive state appropriations and private
donations to fund the construction.

“My friend, Staft Sergeant Kasey

Keeney served overseas. Kasey came
back home and got injured. After getting
injured Kasey couldn’t get a ramp for his
house,” Wesley said. “Kasey’s story in-
spired me to write this legislation because

I never want another one of our veterans

wealth

do without, or have to beg for resources
that they are entitled to”

“I do not believe that our men and
women should go fight overseas and
then come home and be forced to fight
for benefits that they are entitled to. As
long as I am State Representative and the
Vice Chair of Veterans, Military Affairs,
and Public Protection, I will continue to
fight for our veterans,” Wesley added. “By
enacting this legislation, the General As-
sembly would establish a first-of-its-kind
wheelchair program within the Common-
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* Valentine’s Day
brings you love,
smiles,

~ and laughter.

Happ'y Valentine’s Day!




