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“Big Red Bird Flies toward Eastern Kentucky”

By James David Fugate

Times-Voice Sports

“Plus-Minus”

KENTUCKY 

   One of two fires may bet-
ter represent the hopes of 
Big Blue Nation (BBN) 
with Monday’s news of 
losing point guard Jaland 
Lowe for the remainder of 
the season, such reporting 
promoting the prospects of 
an acrid dumpster fire now 
emerging as the better bet, 
more so than couches burn-
ing on State Street in April.
     It’s no secret that Ken-
tucky is one of college 
basketball’s most disap-
pointing teams thus far this 
season after being ranked 
ninth in the preseason AP 
Poll, as opposed to not get-
ting any votes in the most 
recent release Monday af-
ter compiling a 10-6 over-
all record and a 1-2 mark in 
the SEC. Making matters 
even worse and piling more 
highly flammable waste to 
the dumpster out back of 
Rupp is the Wildcats 1-5 
record against ranked op-
ponents.
      Losing Lowe can only 
add concern BBN has that 
things may only get worse 
as the Cats dive a little 
deeper into SEC action. 
It’s really unfair to lay all 
of this on Pope’s doorstep, 
considering he’s had to re-
configure his team due to 
a variety of injuries such 
as those also suffered by 
Jayden Quaintance, and 
Mouhamed Dioubate, 
which have caused them to 
miss much of the season.
    The Cats will miss Lowe 
more than many realize 
based on his plus-minus, 
the measuring of a player’s 
impact by tracking the net 
point difference for their 
team while they are on the 
court. A positive number 
means his team outscored 
opponents during his min-
utes played (good), while 
a negative number means 
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     Hey Card fans!  Lou-
isville bounced back over 
Boston College Saturday 
after losing to Duke last 
Tuesday, but struggled 
without Mikel Brown Jr. 
and Ryan Conwell.  Now, 
Louisville awaits its most 
important home game of 
the season this Tuesday as 
the Cards face No. 16 Vir-
ginia.  Why is this game 
so significant you ask?  
Because this may very 
well be the last AP Top-25 
team Louisville will face 
at the KFC Yum! Center 
this season.  (Louisville 
does play North Carolina, 
but only on the road this 
season)
     Looking at the current 
Basketball Net Rankings, 
Louisville only has two 
Quad-1 wins with an op-
portunity for another with 
Virginia tomorrow.  The 
next opportunity would 
be at Duke Jan. 26, which 
at Cameron Indoor would 
be a very hard task.  With 
the ACC still down, there 
isn’t many chances re-
maining for these quality 
wins.  Louisville fans 
will eventually 
understand the 
impact of the 
road losses at both 
Arkansas and Ten-
nessee come se-
lection Sunday.
     As far as the 
injuries go, I high-
ly doubt Brown 
Jr. will even play 
another game this 
season, as he’s cur-
rently projected as a 
lottery pick in the 2026 
NBA Draft.  Brown Jr. 
is still experiencing back 
spasms and pain and 
is simply not 100% 
ready to go.  Con-
well hurt his knee 
in practice and is 
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Jaland Lowe drives to the basket

the opponent outscored his 
team (bad). It reflects over-
all team performance rather 
than just individual scoring.
     Lowe had a +32 plus-
minus in the Wildcats’ 
win over Mississippi State 
despite leaving the game 
early due to his shoulder 
injury. He had a +24 ver-
sus Indiana playing a big 
role in the Wildcats’ 72-60 
statement win. And then 
Lowe had +20 in Atlanta 
against St. John’s, leading 
Kentucky in plus/minus 
off the bench, fueling the 
s econd-ha l f 
comeback. 
     On the 
bright side, 
Lowe’s likely 
r e p l a c e m e n t , 
freshman Jasper 
Johnson, had a 
+32 plus-minus 
against North Car-
olina and a +30 
against Alabama. 
BBN hopes he’ll 
be able to match 
that going for-
ward, especially 
on the road in the 
SEC. 
     We’ll know 
a little more 

tonight (Wednesday) with 
the Cats’ matchup with 
LSU, and considerably 
more Saturday in Knox-
ville, as Kentucky takes on 
Tennessee.
     Regardless of how the 
season winds up, plus or 
minus, there’s more than 
likely going to be smoke in 
April, one way or another.
or yesterday’s stars whose 
luster faded somewhere 
between their dorm room 
and the G-League, college 
basketball’s all together a 
different universe, one to 
which many of BBN are 
just now awakening. 
   “What’s wrong with Ken-
tucky?” I heard one fan ask 
this week. I’m not sure it’s 
a matter of right or wrong; 
although, I believe there’s 
more wrong with col-
lege basketball than 
there is wrong with 
Kentucky basketball. 
But… there seems to 
be more “right” with 
the SEC than there is 
“right” with Kentucky 
at this point; and while 

that’s quite all right for 
opposing SEC fans; 

it’s not quite right 
for BBN. 
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Adrian Wooley takes over as point guard 

day-to-day.  Conwell is 
averaging a team-high 
19.9 points per game and 
shooting 40.8%.  There is 
no doubt he will be missed 
if not 100% ready to go 
against Virginia.
     Virginia has always 
been Louisville’s Kryp-
tonite, but this isn’t the 
Virginia team you’ve be-
come familiar with.  With 
new Head Coach Ryan 
Odom, the Cavaliers are 
now a high-offensive 

team that still plays 
tremendous defense.  
I watched Virginia 

dominate NC State the 
other day on television 
up 40-20 at halftime, and 

this was at NC State!  
The Cavaliers went 
on to win 76-61.  
Virginia doesn’t 
get the respect 

that Duke and 
North Caro-
lina get in 
the ACC, but 
that could 
change with 
a road win 
at the Yum! 
Center and 
could be the 
break-thru 

the Cavaliers need to pro-
pel into the Top-10 and 
be considered a true con-
tender.
     You’ll also notice this 
week in the AP Top-25 
that the “Bucket’s getting 
full.”  This pretty much 
means that teams are get-
ting locked in where they 
are.  A bad loss or quality 
win doesn’t really move a 
team much from here on 
out.  For example, Louis-
ville took a bad home loss 
to Duke and struggled to 
defeat 176 RPI Boston 
College while remaining 
No. 20 in the rankings.  
This can surely help teams 
with bad losses but is also 
unfortunate for teams on 
the outside looking in 
with quality wins.  The 
foundation has been set, 
so “It is what it is.”  
    Because of this theory, 
Louisville could still lose 
several games while re-
maining in the rankings, 
but seeding may look very 
different when the rank-
ings come NCAA Tourna-
ment time, and this goes 
for non-ranked teams po-
tentially getting a good 
seed as well.  Go Cards! 

MY IGA, formerly Jack’s IGA, declares its intention(s) has applied for a tobacco, nicotine, or 
vapor product license no later than 12/31/2025. The licensed premises will be located at 285 
Main St, Beattyville, KY 41311. The owner(s) is Noah Combs and Jeff Combs of Beattyville, 
KY 41311. Any person, association, corporation, or body politic may protest the granting 
of the license by writing the Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control, 500 Mero Street, 

Frankfort, KY 40601, within thirty (30) days of the date of legal publication.

Kays Quick Shop, LLC declares its intention(s) to apply for a tobacco, nicotine, or vapor 
product license no later than 12/31/2025. The licensed premises will be located at 11310 KY-
52, Beattyville, KY 41311. The owner is BRENDA KAY ALLMOND, 11310 HWY 52 EAST, 

JACKSON, KY 41339. Any person, association, corporation, or body politic may protest the 
granting of the license by writing the Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control, 500 Mero 

Street, Frankfort, KY 40601, within thirty (30) days of the date of legal publication.

JJ’s Mini Mart declares its intention(s) to apply for a tobacco, nicotine, or vapor product 
license no later than 12/31/2025. The licensed premises will be located at 708 Hwy 52 East, 

Beattyville, KY 41311. The owner is Susan Stamper, 7801 Hwy 52 East, Beattyville, KY 41311 
Any person, association, corporation, or body politic may protest the granting of the license 
by writing the Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control, 500 Mero Street, Frankfort, KY 

40601, within thirty (30) days of the date of legal publication.

Lerose Mini Mart declares its intention(s) to apply for a tobacco, nicotine, or vapor product 
license no later than 12/31/2025. The licensed premises will be located at 25 KY - 708, 

Booneville, KY 41314. The owner is BRENDA KAY ALLMOND, 11310 HWY 52 EAST, 
JACKSON, KY 41339. Any person, association, corporation, or body politic may protest the 
granting of the license by writing the Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control, 500 Mero 

Street, Frankfort, KY 40601, within thirty (30) days of the date of legal publication.

Patton Investments, LLC dba Booneville Shopwise declareshas filed for tobacco, nicotine, or 
vapor product license. The licensed premise is located at 279 KY 28, Booneville, KY 41314, 
and is owned by Bary and Julie Patton. Any person, association, corporation, or body poli-
tic may protest the granting of the license by writing the Department of Alcoholic Beverage 

Control, 500 Mero Street, Frankfort, KY 40601, within thirty (30) days of the date of 
legal publication.

Booneville Foodmart LLC dba Booneville Foodmart declares its intention(s) to apply for a 
tobacco, nicotine, or vapor product license no later than 12/31/2025. The licensed premises 
will be located at110 North Mulberry Street, Booneville, KY 41314. The owner is Balwinder 

Mann, PO Box 689, Booneville, KY 41314. Any person, association, corporation, or body 
politic may protest the granting of the license by writing the Department of Alcoholic 

Beverage Control, 500 Mero Street, Frankfort, KY 40601, within thirty (30) days of the date 
of legal publication.

Kirti & Kirpa’s LLC dba Booneville BP  declares its intention(s) to apply for a tobacco, nico-
tine, or vapor product license no later than 12/31/2025. The licensed premises will be located 

at 438 KY 11 North, Booneville, KY 41314. The owner is Dilu Parajuli. Any person, asso-
ciation, corporation, or body politic may protest the granting of the license by writing the 
Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control, 500 Mero Street, Frankfort, KY 40601, within 

thirty (30) days of the date of legal publication.


