
LAWRENCEBURG –
Starting his fourth season
at the helm of the Ander-
son County Bearcats, vet-
eran coach David
Buchanan continues to like
the progress which has
been made.

But when you scrim-
mage against one of the top
Class 6A schools and you
have two of the state’s top
Class 5A programs in your
district, there are no easy
routes to success.

“We are a one-day-at-a-
time program,” said
Buchanan. “To get the
results we want, we have to
improve each day. No
magic wand.”

Knowing that it is an
extremely tough district,
Buchanan said, “we are
focused on the Bearcats
and making them the best
they can be. Then, let the
chips fall where they may.”

On the offensive side of
the ball, junior Harry
Cooper will be at the con-
trol of the ship for the sec-
ond year in a row. Sopho-
more Jon Hanks Melloan
will serve as the backup.

Buchanan said both have
shown significant
improvement over the past
season.

He looks to have a three-
headed trio at the tailback
position.

Senior Hudson
DeGarmo, junior Eli
McCann and sophomore
Hudson Hatfield will share
the duties in the backfield.
But senior Jaylen Crutcher
and sophomore Aiden
Greene have looked excel-
lent in the pre-season and
are battling for time on the
field.

At the fullback position,
senior Wyatt Shouse will
bet the start. Junior Bray-
den Caldwell will be the
primary backup.

Other seeing action the
backfield will include
senior Aiden Edwards,
senior Antoine Beeman
and junior Owen Dake.

When Cooper is looking

to throw the ball, returners
senior Clay Beasley, junior
Tyler Slusher, senior
Nicholas Aldridge and
senior Brysen Stucker will
be challenged by sopho-
more Owen DeGarmo.

The core of the offense
will the linemen.

At this stage, sophomore
Markell Smith, junior
Clayton Stratton, senior
Jayden Hicks, junior Gavyn
Hatchell and senior Logan
Raley would be in the
starting lineup for the
opening game.

Buchanan said that
senior Zeke Pacheco,
sophomore Tristan Ford
and senior JJ Hanks will
also see a lot of reps on the
offensive line.

On the defensive side,
Buchanan will count on six
returning starters.

“These guys have had an
excellent off-season and are

providing strong leader-
ship as well,” said
Buchanan.

He likes the play of
returners Wyatt Shouse,
Eli McCann, Zeke
Pacheco, Nicholas
Aldridge, Hunter DeGarmo
and Clay Beasley.

On the defensive line,
there will be a rotation
including Pacheco, Strat-
ton, Raley, Hanks, Edwards
and Dake. This is an area
where the team must con-
tinue to show improvement
during the season.

At the linebacker corp,
Shouse, McCann, Aldridge
Beeman, Hatfield and
junior Coleman Boggs will
see plenty of action.

In the last line of
defense, Hudson DeGarmo
will be starting for the
fourth consecutive season
to anchor the free safety
position. Senior Clay

Beasley, senior Jaylen
Crutcher, senior Brysen
Stucker and junior Tyler
Slusher make up the most
experienced unit for the
Bearcats.

Senior Aiden Turner and
senior Kaden Strumstad
will also see action in the
defensive backfield.

Junior Nathan Johnson
will handle the punting and
placekicking duties.

Returners will include

Hatfield, Crutcher and
Greene.

So what does it all mean
for the 2026 season?

The veteran coach
knows that he must pro-
vide a game plan that will
fit the personnel and give
the Bearcats the best
opportunity at success.

A key to the offense has
been the off-season work
where the line has
improved physically and

gotten a bit of a nasty atti-
tude.

That improvement has
allowed the coaching staff
to use multiple sets and
include more passing
plays.

However, the overall
plan has been to simply the
offense and run plays that
the Bearcats execute best.

He likes his defensive
unit and the returning
starters provide more
experience.

“We have worked like
crazy to develop depth,”
said Buchanan. “That is a
work in progress.”

Patience is at times diffi-
cult for coaches and the fan
base but Buchanan still
believes that the program
is getting closer to success
that it desires – one day at
a time.

“I am crazy about this
team,” said Buchanan.
“They have invested and
fought through the tough
times. The quantity and
quality of reps our guys
have racked up since the
end of last season is mind
boggling. Our best
approach to our tough dis-
trict is improve as much as
we can today and get to the
district with the very best
football team possible.”

 

Friday, Aug. 21 Wash-
ington County 7:30 p.m.

Friday, Aug. 28 Grayson
County 7:30 p.m.

Friday, Sept. 4 AT
Danville High 7:30 p.m.

Friday, Sept. 11 At Har-
rison County 7:30 p.m.

Friday, Sept. 18 Carroll
County 7:30 p.m.

Friday, Sept. 25 At South
Oldham (D) 7:30 p.m.

Friday, Oct. 2 Scott
County (district) 7:30 p.m.

Friday, Oct. 9 OPEN
Friday, Oct. 16 Collins

(district) 7:30 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 23 At

Woodford (district) 7 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 30 At

DeSales 7:30 p.m.

SCHEDULE

Bearcat coach likes progress over off-season
THOMAS J. BARR
THE ANDERSON NEWS

ALL PHOTOS by THOMAS J. BARRJunior Henry Cooper will have the keys to the offense
as he returns for a second season of starting
quarterback.

Even in the pre-season, it is never too early for head
coach David Buchanan to have a discussion with an
official.

Senior Hunter DeGarmo will be looking to find holes on
offense and shutting down holes on defense as he will
be a key two-way performer for the Bearcats.

David & Stephanie Buchanan

NOTICE OF PUBLIC
HEARING

Ad Valorem Tax Rate for the
City of Lawrenceburg

A Public Hearing for the pur-
pose of setting the 2026 Ad
Valorem Tax Rate for the City
of Lawrenceburg will be held
on September 8, 2026, at 5:30
p.m. at the Police Department
Annex to hear any remonstra-
tion, either oral or written, that
may be raised.
The tax rate levied on real
property for 2025 was $0.184
per $100.00 of assessed valu-
ation, and the revenue pro-
duced by such tax rate was ap-
proximately $1,422,787.10;
and
The tax rate levied on real
property for 2026 is proposed
to be $0.182 per $100.00 of
assessed valuation, and the
revenue expected to be pro-
duced by such tax rate is
$1,493,285.86; and
The tax rate levied on new and
personal property for 2025 was
$0.2147 per $100.00 of
assessed valuation, and the
revenue produced by such tax
rate was approximately
$61,411.63; and
The tax rate levied on new and
personal property for 2026 is
proposed to be $0.2063 per
$100.00 of assessed valuation,
and the revenue expected to
be produced by such tax rate
is $64,455.17;
The tax rate levied on motor
vehicles for 2025 was $0.229
per $100.00 of assessed
valuation, and the revenue pro-
duced by such tax rate was ap-
proximately $237,728.00;
and
The tax rate levied on motor
vehicles for 2026 shall be
$0.229 per $100.00 of as-
sessed valuation, and the rev-
enue expected to be produced
by such tax rate is
$272,020.00.
The compensating tax rate for
2026 as defined in KRS
132.010(6) is $0.175 per
$100.00 of assessed valuation,
and the revenue that could be
expected to be produced by
such tax rate is $1,435,851.79;
and
The revenue produced in ex-
cess of that produced in 2025
shall be used for increased
General Fund Expense, includ-
ing, but not limited to salaries,
purchase of supplies and
equipment, and repair and
maintenance of public ways
and property.
Publication of this notice and
the information contained
herein is intended to comply
with KRS 132.027(2). The
Kentucky General Assembly
has required publication of this
advertisement and the informa-
tion contained therein
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August - November Campaign Options

Kentucky Extra
Kentucky Football Extra
Digital Advertising

Good
$400/mo

Weekly Quarter Page
Weekly Quarter Page
100,000 Impressions

Better
$525/mo

Weekly Half Page
Weekly Half Page

150,000 Impressions

Best
$650/mo

Weekly Full Page
Weekly Full Page

200,000 Impressions

*Purchase all
4 months and

save 10%!

CONTACT MARTHA FARMER at 270-268-7531 or yourCONTACT MARTHA FARMER at 270-268-7531 or your regularregular
sales consultant to find out more about advertising opportunities.sales consultant to find out more about advertising opportunities.

For circulation opportunities to accessFor circulation opportunities to access
Kentucky Football Extra, call 1-502-543-2288 ext 1.Kentucky Football Extra, call 1-502-543-2288 ext 1.

LOVERS OFLOVERS OF
HIGH SCHOOLHIGH SCHOOL

FOOTBALL...FOOTBALL...

EXPANDEXPAND
YOUR REACHYOUR REACH

Starting on Aug. 27, the Paxton Media
Group team will be covering high school
football each Friday night.Teams from
dozens of counties will be covered with

stories, photos and tidbits.NO ONE PROVIDES
THIS AMOUNT OF COVERAGE TO THIS DEPTH.
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