
By Melissa Patrick
Ky. Health News
Chronic pain is the 

No. 1 reason why peo-
ple apply for a medi-
cal marijuana card in 
Kentucky, Margaret 
Vancampen reports for 
WHAS11 in Louisville.

“The No. 1 condi-
tion the office is see-
ing is chronic pain, 

followed by post-trau-
matic stress disorder, 
cancer, multiple scle-
rosis, chronic nausea 
and seizure disorder,” 
according to data re-
ceived by WHAS in an 
open records request 
to the state’s Office of 
Medical Cannabis.

Kentucky’s law lim-
its medical marijuana 

to state residents liv-
ing with at least one 
of six qualifying med-
ical conditions, includ-
ing cancer of any type 
or form, epilepsy and 
other intractable sei-
zure disorders, chronic 
or severe pain, multi-
ple sclerosis, muscle 
spasms and spasticity, 
post-traumatic stress 

disorder (PTSD), and 
chronic nausea or cycli-
cal vomiting syndrome.

A spokesperson from 
the governor’s office 
told Vancampen that, 
as of Sept. 15, 13,925 
Kentuckians had been 
approved for a medical 
cannabis card, with just 
over 90 of them “care-
givers” of people who 

help patients with pur-
chasing and adminis-
tering it. And, medical 
cannabis practitioners 
have submitted “almost 
20,320″electronic writ-
ten certifications.

At a Sept. 4 news 
conference, Gov. Andy 
Beshear said while the 
dispensaries are wait-
ing on the cultivators 

and processors, he be-
lieves they will be op-
erating by the end of 
the year.

He said, “I think ev-
erybody is working as 
hard and as fast as they 
can, but they’re want-
ing to make sure they 
do it right as well.”
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Public Notice
Elective inmate care law challenge refused

By Sarah Ladd 
Kentucky Lantern

LEXINGTON - A Kentucky 
judge has declined to issue a prelimi-
nary injunction in a case challenging 
a  new state law  that blocks the use 
of public funds for inmates’ elec-
tive medical treatments and takes 
67 transgender inmates off hormone 
therapy.

U.S. District Judge Gregory F. 
Van Tatenhove said in his Friday rul-
ing that the American Civil Liberties 
Union of Kentucky, which is repre-
senting an incarcerated person, “has 
not shown at this preliminary stage a 

constitutional violation that warrants 
enjoining the enforcement.”

Court documents say the ACLU’s 
client,                Marcum, was “diag-
nosed with gender dysphoria and 
placed on HRT five years prior” to 
incarceration. HRT refers to hor-
mone replacement therapy. 

The ruling says that the cli-
ent was ineligible to receive HRT 
post-sentencing due to not being 
on it when entering  Department of 
Corrections custody.

“This decision is disappoint-
ing, but we will continue to litigate 
our case on behalf of Ms. Marcum 

and all transgender people who are 
incarcerated in Kentucky.” Corey 
Shapiro, legal director for the ACLU 
of Kentucky, said in a statement. 
“We will continue to demonstrate 
to the court how this cruel policy 
violates our clients’ right to receive 
medically necessary healthcare.”

The ACLU is challenging Senate 
Bill 2 from the 2025 legislative ses-
sion, saying it violates the  Eighth 
Amendment, which prohibits the use 
of cruel and unusual punishment.

The law, a high priority in the 
Republican-controlled legislature, 
says public dollars cannot be used to 

fund a “cosmetic service or elective 
procedure” for Kentucky inmates. 
It also says if a health care provider 
documents that ending a treatment 
would harm an inmate, use of the 
drug or hormone may be “systemati-
cally reduced and eliminated.”

Gov. Andy Beshear, a Democrat, 
let it become law without his signa-
ture.

The case will continue, an ACLU 
spokeswoman said. This ruling 
means the law will be in effect as 
the case makes its way through the 
courts.
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State hospital association
launching campaign on
violence against workers

By Mellisa Patrick
Ky. Health News

LEXINGTON - The Kentucky 
Hospital Association and its 129 
member hospitals have launched 
a new public service announce-
ment aimed at raising awareness 
about violence against hospital 
and health care employees. They 
are also working to mobilize sup-
port to end the violence.

“Violence in health care set-
tings has reached alarming levels 
nationwide, with frontline work-
ers – nurses, doctors, technicians, 
and support staff – facing verbal 
abuse, threats, and even physical 
assaults while providing essen-
tial care,” according to a news 
release. “This campaign shines a 
spotlight on their experiences and 
educates patients, their families 
and visitors on the consequences 
of these actions.”

Under Kentucky law, any as-

sault against a health care work-
er occurring in a health care set-
ting qualifies as a Class D felony, 
punishable by one to five years 
in prison, and during declared 
emergencies, the offense may be 
elevated to a Class C felony, car-
rying penalties of five to 10 years.

“The hardworking profession-
als in our hospitals deserve safe 
workplaces,” KHA President and 
CEO Nancy Galvagni said in the 
release. “This PSA reminds us that 
respect and safety are not optional 
– they’re essential for quality care 
and for the people who dedicate 
their lives to saving others.”

The PSA is available for view-
ing and sharing at https://www.
kyha.com/workforce.

“This campaign is a call to 
action,” Galvagni said. “Every 
share, every conversation and ev-
ery step toward respect makes a 
difference.”


