
FRANKFORT- Game Wardens 
with the Kentucky Department of 
Fish and Wildlife Resources on 
Sept. 12  served multiple search 
warrants following a seven-month 
statewide investigation into the il-
legal commercial harvest and sale 
of catfish.

From Paducah to Ashland, 
Kentucky Game Wardens execut-
ed 10 search warrants as part of 
“Operation River Raid”, a coor-
dinated statewide enforcement ef-
fort. The investigation focused on 

individuals and entities suspected 
of violating state law governing 
commercial fishing and the sale 
of wildlife.

At this time, the investigation 
remains active and ongoing. Fur-
ther details, including the names 
of those facing charges along 
with evidence seizures, will be re-
leased at a later date.

Illegally harvesting wildlife 
threatens Kentucky’s natural re-
sources, undermines lawful com-
mercial and recreational fishing, 

and harms the economic stability 
of local communities.

“We will not allow the illegal 
exploitation of resources inhab-
iting Kentucky’s rivers and lakes 
to go unanswered,” said Col. Jer-
emy McQueary, director of Law 
Enforcement for Kentucky Fish 
and Wildlife. 

“This operation demonstrates 
our commitment to protecting 
both the resource and the public 
who depend on it.”

“I am very proud of the dedi-
cation of our game wardens and 
their relentless effort to protect 

our state’s wildlife. I’m also grate-
ful for the help of other agency 
staff and the Kentucky Office of 
the Attorney General who assist-
ed in this complex operation, and 
the public for its ongoing support 
in protecting Kentucky’s natural 
resources.”

This case remains under in-
vestigation and members of the 
public with information regarding 
illegal fishing activity are encour-
aged to report it through the Ken-
tucky Wildlife Tip Line at 1-800 
25 ALERT or via the KFWLaw 
App using Tip411.
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Public Notice

Wildlife warrants issued across state

The MSU Foun-
dation has announce 
dplans for the Dr. Bette 
J. Dickerson Scholar-
ship Endowment.  

Dr. Bette J. Dick-
erson (Class of 1972) 
grew up in Ashland. 
During high school, she 
visited MSU multiple 
times for various sum-
mer programs and to 
visit her cousin, Sandra 
Miller Banks (Class of 
1962) and Dr. Marshall 
Banks (Class of 1962). 
As a student at MSU, 
Dickerson was in-

volved on campus and 
was a founding mem-
ber of the Eta Omicron 
chapter of Delta Sigma 
Theta.   

 After graduation, 
Dickerson began teach-
ing in Louisville. She 
had a successful career 
in philanthropic and 
nonprofit organiza-
tions before returning 
to academia and hold-
ing a long tenure at 
American University. . 
Throughout her career, 
she had the opportunity 
to mentor and advocate 

for countless students. 
She was named the A. 
Wade Smith Award re-
cipient for her outstand-
ing teaching, mentoring 
and service.  

 To honor her com-
mitment to higher ed-
ucation, Dickerson es-
tablished the Dr. Bette 
J. Dickerson Scholar-
ship Endowment via 
her estate plans. Once 
funded, the scholarship 
will be awarded to in-
coming first-year stu-
dents from her home-
town of Ashland.   

MSU scholarship honors Ashland woman


