
LOUISVILLE -The 
Kentucky Associa-
tion of Health Plans is 
hosting its fifth annu-
al vaccination pop-up 
clinic at the Kentucky 
State Fair and, while 
supplies last, will give 
away a Kroger gift card 
to those who receive a 
flu shot.

KAHP is the trade 
association represent-
ing commercial health 
insurers and Medicaid 
managed-care organi-
zations in the common-
wealth.

From Aug. 14 to 24, 
KAHP will offer at-

tendees a $20 Kroger 
gift card (while sup-
plies last) when State 
Fair attendees visit the 
Healthy Horizons Pa-
vilion in South Wing B 
and receive a flu shot. 
Hours are from 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. daily, except 
for Sundays. 

Medicaid members 
may also be eligible to 
receive an additional 
incentive provided by 
their health plan, on top 
of the KAHP gift card 
giveaway.

“No one wants to be 
sidelined by the flu,” 
Tom Stephens, KAHP 
president and CEO, 
said in a news release. 

“Getting vaccinated 
now reduces the risk 
of severe illness and 
hospitalization later 
— which means better 
health outcomes and 
lower costs for every-
one, including patients. 
And at the Fair, you can 
do it quickly and walk 
away with a $20 Kro-

ger gift card.”
The Centers for Dis-

ease Control and Pre-
vention recommends 
that everyone 6 months 
and older get an annu-
al flu vaccine. It’s best 
to get vaccinated at 
the start of the season, 
which is in the fall and 
winter.

Every summer, 
farmers, business 
owners, and families 
make their way from 
across Kentucky to 
Louisville for one of 
our most special tra-
ditions - the Kentucky 
State Fair. Our fair is 
a living and breathing 
display of who we are 
as a people. We gath-
er to celebrate our 
agriculture indus-
try, small businesses, 
craftsmanship, music, 
and culture. We see 
our history honored, 
our present celebrat-
ed, and our future 
taking shape right be-
fore our eyes.

For over a century, 
the Kentucky State 
Fair has been a cor-
nerstone of our Com-
monwealth’s identity 
- a place where our 
culture, agricultural 
legacy, and world-
class entertainment 

come together. What 
began as a modest 
agricultural show-
case has grown into a 
statewide celebration 
that attracts visitors 
from across the na-
tion. Yet, despite its 
tremendous growth, 
the fair has never 
strayed from its orig-
inal mission: to unite 
Kentuckians, to sup-
port our farmers, and 
to celebrate the hard 
work, creativity, and 
perseverance that de-
fine our way of life.

 Events like the 
State Fair matter be-
cause they serve as an 
important reminder 
of what we are work-
ing toward. Agricul-
ture is not just part of 
our past, it remains 
the backbone of our 
economy, contrib-
utes billions of dollars 
each year, and pro-
vides tens of thou-

sands of jobs.
 The fair also proves 

that Kentucky’s en-
trepreneurial spirit 
is alive and well. Lo-
cally made products, 
crafted by the skilled 
hands of our neigh-
bors, are proudly dis-
played for the world 
to see. Each vendor 
represents a story of 
determination and 
innovation — proof 
that with vision, grit, 
and hard work, any-
one can create some-
thing meaningful and 
share it far beyond 
our borders.

 Beyond com-
merce, the Kentucky 
State Fair is a class-
room without walls. 
The Kentucky State 
Fair offers hands-on 
learning for all ages, 
featuring agricultur-
al exhibits, health 
screenings, renew-
able energy displays, 

business showcas-
es, and food safety 
demonstrat ions—
connecting visitors 
to vital information, 
new technology, and 
opportunities that 
strengthen Ken-
tucky’s health, econo-
my, and future.

 Our state fair is 
also about family and 
fun, from enjoying 
a concert or a horse 
show to trying a plate 
of classic fair food, 
there is something 
for everyone. These 
shared experiences 
create memories that 
last a lifetime and 
strengthen the bonds 
within our commu-
nities and across our 
state.

 When you walk 
through the gates of 
the fair, you can feel 
the passion, the love, 
and the optimism 
in the air. You see it 

in the young farmer 
preparing for a live-
stock show. You hear 
it in the voices of the 
entrepreneurs proud-
ly telling their stories. 
You taste it in the lo-
cally grown produce 
and homemade food. 
And you experience it 
with neighbors from 
across the state as we 
come together to cel-
ebrate what we share 
rather than what di-
vides us.

The Kentucky State 
Fair is a reminder that 
we are one Common-
wealth, united by our 
values of hard work, 
family, faith, and free-
dom. 

The fair is more 
than just an event 
on the calendar, it’s a 
symbol of our Com-
monwealth’s resil-
ience, opportunity, 
and shared values. I 
will continue to work 

towards strengthen-
ing our agricultural 
sector, supporting 
small business, and 
preserving the tradi-
tions that make Ken-
tucky great.

 As always, I can 
be reached anytime 
through the toll-
free message line in 
Frankfort at 1-800-
372-7181. You can 
also contact me 
via email at Aaron.
Thompson@kylegis-
lature.gov and keep 
track through the 
Kentucky legislature’s 
website at legislature.
ky.gov.
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