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FRANKORT - 
Gov. Andy Beshear 
announced Tuesday, 
June 17, that Dr. John 
Langefeld will become 
the new commissioner 
of the Kentucky De-
partment for Public 
Health on July 1.

Langefeld succeeds 
Dr. Steven Stack, who 
will transition to his 
new role as the Cabinet 
for Health and Family 
Services secretary.

“Team Kentucky be-
lieves that health care 
is a basic human right 
– one which Dr. Lange-

feld has dedicated his 
life to,”  Beshear said in 
a news release. “With 
his wealth of experi-
ence and proven com-
mitment to the health 
and well-being of Ken-
tuckians, I am confident 
that Dr. Langefeld will 
help us build on our ef-
forts to keep Kentuck-
ians informed, healthy 
and safe.”

Langefeld currently 
serves as the medical 
director for Health In-
sights and Innovation 
at CHFS. The release 
notes that he has more 
than 30 years of health 
care leadership expe-

rience, including hav-
ing served as the chief 
medical officer of the  
Kentucky Department 
for Medicaid Services.

“I am honored to 
continue serving Ken-
tucky in this critical 
capacity. My focus will 
be on shifting our fo-
cus upstream, from not 
only treating illness but 
nurturing health and 
well-being,” Lange-
feld said in the release. 
“This means enhancing 
social supports, ex-
panding mental health 
resources, prioritizing 
preventive screenings, 
enhancing health policy 

through community en-
gagement, and innova-
tive, data-driven strate-
gies. Our true measure 
of success will not just 
be the treatments we 
deliver, but how the 
people in our commu-
nities grow healthier, 
stronger and more re-
silient.”

KDPH is responsi-
ble for developing and 
operating state public 
health programs and 
activities for all Ken-
tuckians. Its mission is 
to “improve the health 
and safety of people 
in Kentucky through 
prevention of nega-
tive health outcomes, 

promotion of healthy 
lifestyles and protec-
tion from diseases, in-
jury and environmental 
health impacts

“Our work is about 
real people, with real 
lives, whose stories in-
tersect at the crossroads 
of policy and practice,” 
said Langefeld.
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