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LEXINGTON - 

Kentuckians living 
with addiction can call 
Kentucky’s helpline at 
833-859-4357. Narcan, 
which can help reverse 
overdoses, is avail-
able at pharmacies for 
sale and through some 
health departments and 
outreach programs for 

free. 
Even though over-

dose deaths have de-
clined over the last 
three years, Kentucky 
still has one of the high-
est rates of opioid use 
disorder (OUD) in the 
United States, accord-
ing to a national report 
released Tuesday.

“The cost of addic-
tion: Opioid use dis-

order in the United 
States” shows Ken-
tucky is one of four 
states where the rate 
of opioid use disorder 
is higher than 2.5% of 
the population aged 12 
or older. The others are 
New Hampshire, Neva-
da and Massachusetts.

Margaret Scott, an 
author of the study 
from Avalere Health, 

said the estimate is 
based on the National 
Survey on Drug Use. 
The report doesn’t look 
at factors that might 
lead to higher or lower 
rates of cases.

“We did rely on the 
national figures from 
the national survey, 
but this is self-report-
ed cases of opioid use 

disorder, so it is possi-
ble that individuals in 
those states are more 
likely to self-report,” 
she said.

In 2024, 1,410 Ken-
tuckians died from an 
overdose, according to 
the 2024 Drug Over-
dose Fatality Report. In 
2023, there were 1,984 
overdose deaths, which 

was a decrease from the 
2,135 lost in 2022.
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Public Notice

CLASSIFIEDS

COMMUNITY SALE
Saturday, 6/7. Many 
Houses.  Country Club 
Dr. 1/2 MI.N. RT 73/104 
Split W/Ports.

Kentucky still ranks high in opiod abuse


