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In response to what 
one Republican called 
“a desperate need for 
clarity” in Kentucky 
abortion law, the Gen-
eral Assembly has ap-
proved language de-
tailing the ban’s “life of 
the mother” exception 
and specifying some 
situations when doctors 
may end complex preg-
nancies.

Once a bill only to 
pave the way for free-
standing birth centers 
in Kentucky, House 
Bill 90 now carries the 
abortion clarification 
language.

The legislation can 
now go to Democrat-
ic Gov. Andy Beshear 
for a signature or veto. 
He said he couldn’t 
say what he’ll do when 
asked about it during a 
weekly news confer-
ence Thursday, but he 
does have questions.

He pointed out that 
Kentucky’s abortion 
ban still would have no 
exceptions for victims 
of rape or incest, ex-
ceptions he has openly 
supported.

“Even with this bill, 
it would be significant-
ly less access than vir-
tually every other state 
in the United States,” 
Beshear said.

He also said he has 
questions about wheth-
er the new language 
would clarify or con-
fuse the legal picture 
for health care provid-
ers.

“We were told by 
those that passed the 
trigger law originally 
that it provided an ex-
ception for the life of 
the mother, and now 
this bill is saying that 
it needs to be passed 
through law,” Beshear 
said. “So one question 
I’m going to have is: Is 
it more or less restric-
tive than the current un-
derstanding in the med-
ical community that we 
have right now?”

‘Doctors just need to 
be doctors’

All Democrats in the 
Republican-controlled 
Senate passed on the 
vote Thursday morn-
ing, saying they hadn’t 
had time to review 
the changes, which 
were first made public 
Wednesday, or to un-
derstand if the amend-
ment would help or hurt 
pregnant women and 
medical providers.

“There is a desper-
ate need for clarity on a 
lot of … medical issues 
that come up during the 
course of a pregnancy,” 
said Sen. Julie Raque 
Adams, R-Louisville, 
who carried HB 90 in 
the Senate. “There is a 
lot of misinformation 
out there in the medical 
community, and doc-
tors just need to be doc-
tors. And so this lan-
guage that’s before us 
today adds some much 
needed clarity for the 
medical community.”

The House, which 
voted to concur with 
the Senate a few hours 
later, was less united 
with two Republicans 
opposing the changes 
and one Democrat sup-
porting it.

Rep. Rachel Roarx, 
D-Louisville, said it’s 
currently “terrifying to 
be someone who can 
become pregnant in 

the state” and voted in 
favor of the bill “be-
cause if it does grant 
a pregnant individual 
the opportunity to have 
lifesaving care, then we 
need to do that.”

Rep. Kim King, 
R-Harrodsburg, mean-
while, voted against the 
bill, saying the “chang-
es don’t really expand 
or protect pro-life 
measures here in Ken-
tucky.”

Health care profes-
sionals in Kentucky 
and beyond have long 
said the state’s abortion 
laws are too medically 
vague and inhibit their 
ability to properly treat 
miscarriages, hemor-
rhages and other emer-
gencies.

The clarification lan-
guage was first added 
to a different bill, but 
that bill – House Bill 
414 — has yet to clear 
a chamber. The clari-
fication still instructs 
health care providers 
to “make reasonable 
medical efforts under 
the circumstances to 
preserve both the life of 
the mother and the life 
of the unborn child.”

But it specifies that 
doctors can intervene to 
remove molar and ecto-
pic pregnancies, man-
age miscarriages, treat 
sepsis and hemorrhage 
and more.

It also leaves the 
determination of an 
emergency to “the 
physician’s reasonable 
medical judgment.”

In a statement after 
the passage of HB 90, 
Amber Duke, executive 
director of the American 
Civil Liberties Union 
of Kentucky, said the 
changes demonstrate 
“the Kentucky General 
Assembly recognizes 
that when people ex-
perience pregnancy 
complications that put 
their lives at risk, they 
should receive appro-
priate medical care.”

“However, this bill 
does nothing to restore 
the right to abortion in 
the commonwealth,” 
Duke said. “We will 
continue to fight to en-
sure that all Kentucki-
ans, regardless of their 
circumstances, will 
be able to receive the 
abortion care that they 
need.”

‘It can’t be rushed’

Since the U.S. Su-
preme Court ushered in 
Kentucky’s near-total 
abortion ban in 2022 
by overturning the fed-
eral right to abortion, 
Republican legislative 
leaders have kept bills 
proposing exceptions 
to the ban bottled up 
— until Wednesday 
when two committees 
approved what Repub-
licans say is clarifying 
language.

During the House 
debate, Rep. Matthew 
Lehman, D-Newport, 
said the proposed 
change was “shoved in 
our face.”

“This body is the 
reason these women 
are in danger,” he said. 
“We don’t give credit 
to firemen when they 
put out a fire that they 
started. The terrible 
part of this bill is we’re 
expecting women to get 
sick or be on the brink 
of death before they are 
allowed to make choic-
es on their body.”

Rep. Nancy Tate, 
R-Brandenburg, who 
sponsored HB 414, said 
that “under no circum-
stances is this language 

expected or intended to 
be prescriptive.”

“Within this lan-
guage, it says that 
‘reasonable medical 
judgment’ means the 
range of conclusions or 
recommendations that 
licensed medical prac-
titioners with similar 
sufficient training and 
experience may com-
municate to a patient 
based upon current 
and available medical 
evidence,” Tate said. 
“There’s also a clause 
within this language 
that says that in cases 
of emergencies, that 
the reasonable medical 
judgment can be used.”

That change, Tate 
said, will “save lives.”

Rep. Sarah Stalker, 
D-Louisville, said she 
would have support-
ed HB 90 if it was still 
just a freestanding birth 
center bill, but voted 
against it with the abor-
tion edits, calling the 
changes “false hope.”

“We are seeing this 
happening at a national 
level, and it’s terrify-
ing. You have to pay at-
tention to the language 
and the words that are 
being used very inten-
tionally in this legisla-

tion to avoid medically 
accurate terminology, 
to make it appear as if 
women still have pro-
tections, as if people 
still have choices in 
certain circumstances 
when they do not.”

In the Senate, Sen. 
Cassie Chambers Arm-
strong, D-Louisville, 
said she would support 
anything that “will save 
the lives of pregnant 
women in this state” 
but she felt the lan-
guage was rushed.

Chambers Arm-
strong said she hadn’t 
received the bill sub-
stitute in time to un-
derstand it and consult 
with experts, slamming 
“an intentional choice 
by the majority party 
in the way this legis-
lation was moved to 
disenfranchise me and 
the people I represent 
on this very important 
issue.”

“I really hope that 
this bill does take a step 
forward in terms of al-
lowing doctors to pro-
vide lifesaving care. “I 
truly hope that.”
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FOR SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE OF SALE
In accordance with Ohio Revised Code Section 

1311.49, notice is hereby given that the following de-
scribed property will be sold at public auction due to 
unpaid boarding fees:

Five (5) Doberman Pinscher Dogs
The sale will take place on March 31, 2025, at 3 pm, 

at 262 Catbird Lane; South Shore, Ky. The dogs will be 
sold to the highest bidder for cash, subject to the fol-
lowing minimum bids:

• 1 Adult Female Doberman Pinscher – Date of 
Birth: 11/10/2021 – Minimum Bid: $9,500

• 1 Male Puppy – Date of Birth: 11/15/2024 – Min-
imum Bid: $3,000

• 1 Male Puppy – Date of Birth: 11/15/2024 – Min-
imum Bid: $3,000

• 1 Male Puppy – Date of Birth: 11/15/2024 – Min-
imum Bid: $3,000

• 1 Female Puppy – Date of Birth: 11/15/2024 – 
Minimum Bid: $1,500

This sale is being conducted pursuant to a lien for 
unpaid care and boarding fees. The owner(s) of the an-
imals may redeem them by paying the full amount due 
prior to the sale.

For further information, please contact Savannah’s 
Maternity Ward, DBA Leather and Lace Dobermans at 
(513) 409-1707.
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WORTHINGTON - 
A  special council meet-
ing will begin in Coun-
cil Chambers at 5 p.m. 
on Thursday, March 20.

On the agenda is the 
second reading of Or-
dinance 1-2025 Reg-
ulations of Prefab and 
Manufactured Homes.
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