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OBITUARIES/COMMUNITY

The Carlisle Mercury WE ENCOURAGE
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The Carlisle Mercury  welcomes letters to the editor. Letters must be signed 
and include a daytime phone number for confirmation. Unconfirmed letters and 

unsigned letters will not be published. Phone numbers are not published. We 
reserve the right to deny publication of letters and to edit letters for content. 

The deadline for letters to the editor is 5 p.m. Friday.
Send letters to:

Editor, The Carlisle Mercury
P.O. Box 272

Carlisle, KY 40311
Letters may also be e-mailed to: melissa@kynewsgroup.com

However, if e-mail is used, the sender should call 859-289-6425 to confirm that 
the letter was received.

HOW TO REACH US
Mailing address: P.O. Box 272, Carlisle, KY 40311

Phone: 859-289-6425 • Fax: 859-289-4000
Email for news: melissa@kynewsgroup.com

Email for advertising: jeremiah@kynewsgroup.com

The Carlisle Mercury is published every Wednesday by 
M.C. Investments d/b/a/ The Carlisle Mercury,

218 N. Locust Street., Carlisle, KY 40311
Periodicals Postage Rates are paid at Carlisle, KY 40311

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 
The Carlisle Mercury, PO Box 272, Carlisle, KY 40311

Members of the Kentucky Press Association
The International Society of Weekly Newspaper Editors

SUBSCRIPTION RATES: $25.00 for year in Nicholas County, $30.00 elsewhere 
in Kentucky and $35.00 out of state. Subscriptions include sales tax where 
applicable. All subscriptions payable in advance.

DEADLINES: Editorial copy deadline is 5 p.m. Friday. Advertising copy with 
proof deadline 5 p.m. Friday, advertising copy without proof, 10 a.m. Friday. 
Classified advertising deadline 10 a.m. Tuesday. 

PHOTOS/ELECTRONIC ADVERTISING: Color, black and white and digital 
photos are all accepted. Digital photos should be submitted in the jpg format and 
can be emailed. Old photos will be accepted at any time. Please do not submit 
newspaper clippings or photocopies. Photos may be picked up after they are 
published in the newspaper. Electronic Advertising must be submitted in pdf 
format and can be emailed to the above address.

LEGAL ADVERTISING: Font-Arial, Size-7/8. Deadline 5 p.m. Friday.

All submitted copy must be signed and include a daytime phone number.

The Carlisle Mercury reserves the right to reject any submission to this newspaper. While it is the policy 
of this paper to print as much local material as possible, it is necessary to retain this right. We reserve the 
right to edit any submitted editorial material. The publication reserves the right to use the word Advertising 
at any time management feels it is appropriate.

Advertisers assume responsibility for advertising content and shall hold without claim The Carlisle 
Mercury for advertising published. The publisher is not liable for verbal or telephone materials taken with 
the intent of publishing. Any legal fees, collection costs or related charges will be the responsibility of the 
advertiser. Ad copy request must come from the client or advertiser in order to be submitted to any 
other publications.

240 E. Main St., Carlisle, KY 40311

petrea@kynewsgroup.comcurtis@kynewsgroup.com

The Carlisle Mercury is published every Wednes-
day by News Group of Kentucky, Inc. d/b/a The 

Carlisle Mercury,

SUBSCRIPTION RATES: $28.00 for year in Nicholas County, $35.00 
elsewhere in Kentucky and $40.00 out of state. Subscriptions include 
sales tax where applicable. All subscriptions payable in advance. 

petrea@kynewsgroup.com
melissa@kynewsgroup.com

A Service To Meet Your Needs
(859)289-5500

Clark Funeral Home

203 Eastern Ave.
Carlisle, KY

165 Upper Lick Road
Moorefield, KY 

Two Convenient Locations:

Compassionate and Caring
Visit our WEBSITE at:

www.clarkfuneralhomes.net
To few obituaries, services offered and much moreTo view obituaries, services offered and much more

A Service To Meet Your Needs
(859)289-5500

Clark Funeral Home

203 Eastern Ave.
Carlisle, KY

165 Upper Lick Road
Moorefield, KY 

Two Convenient Locations:

Compassionate and Caring
Visit our WEBSITE at:

www.clarkfuneralhomes.net
To few obituaries, services offered and much more

203 Eastern Ave., Carlisle, KY
Compassionate and Caring

Walk-Ins are 
Welcomed

All major credit 
cards accepted

859-588-3431

Hours: Mon-Fri 
8:30 am-5:30 pm

Sat 8:30-2:00
Closed Wed & Sun

859-588-3431 
101 West Main Street, Carlisle, KY

www.jerrysbarber.com

Please call for an 
appointment

Walk-ins 
Welcome

All major credit 
cards accepted

RED light on BLUE light on
“Busy” “I have an opening”

OPEN FOR BUSINESS

101 West Main 
Street, 

Carlisle, KY
www.jerrysbarber.com

Gift Certificates 
Available

Mon.-Fri. 8:30 am - 5:30 pm
Sat. 8:30 am - 2:00 pm

Closed Wednesday & Sunday

101 West 
Main Street

Mon.-Fri. 8:30 am - 5:30 pm
Sat. 8:30 am - 2:00 pm

Closed Wednesday & Sunday

859-588-3431
“11 Years in Carlisle”

101 West Main 
St., Carlisle

859-588-3431
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8:30 am - 5:30pm

Sat. 8:30 am - 2:00 pm
Closed Wednesday & Sunday

Hours: Mon.-Tues. 8:30am-5:30pm
Thurs.-Fri. 8:30am-6:30pm 

(Weather Permitting)
Sat. 8:30am-2:00pm

Closed Wednesday & Sunday

8:30am-5:30pm
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Thoroughbred Monument 
and Marker

Kenny Hunt 606-776-4133

Tyler Carpenter 606-748-7348

MARYLENE WATKINS FRYMAN

Marylene Watkins Fry-
man, 90, of Morehead, 
Kentucky, passed away 
on Saturday, Novem-
ber 22, 2025, at Laurel 
Heights Shepherd's Cove 
in London, Kentucky.

Born July 15, 1935 in 
Maysville, Kentucky to 
the late Everett Ellis & 
Cora Frances Ellington 
Watkins, she attended 
Mayslick Elementary 
School, Moorefield El-
ementary School, and 
graduated as valedicto-
rian from Nicholas Coun-
ty High School in 1953. 
Marylene was a cheer-
leader for three years, 
where she met her bas-
ketball-player husband, 
Johnnie, in 1950.

Marylene married 
Johnnie Gaylord Fryman 
on December 30, 1956. 
Next month they would 
have celebrated their 70th 
wedding anniversary. In 

1957, she moved to Al-
exandria, Virginia, to be 
with Johnnie– who was 
stationed at Fort Belvoir, 
Virginia, and was em-
ployed at the Pentagon. 
She later worked for sev-
eral years in the financial 
aid office at Morehead 
State University.

In addition to her hus-
band, Johnnie, she is 
survived by two children, 
Al Fryman (Janet), and 
Amy Polk (Richard); four 
grandchildren: Andrea 
Stone (Howard), Jona-
than Fryman; John Polk 
(Samantha), and Daniel 
Polk (Teodora); and three 
great-grandchi ldren: 
Emily Stone, Aria Polk, 
and Aiden Polk. Also 
surviving is her sister-
in-law, Brenda Watkins, 
along with several nieces, 
nephews and cousins.   

Also preceding her in 
death were 2 brothers, 
Charles K. Watkins and 
George A. Watkins.

Marylene was a kind, 
gentle soul, who loved 
her immediate and ex-
tended family with all 
of her heart. She was an 
incredibly loving wife, 
mother, grandmother, 
g r e a t - g r a n d m o t h e r , 
friend, and family mem-
ber. She loved her heav-
enly Father, and served 
her church, Morehead 

United Methodist church 
faithfully– including as 
secretary, financial secre-
tary, and many other vol-
unteer roles. Marylene 
was an amazing seam-
stress, homemaker, 
cook, and volunteer. She 
loved having her chil-
dren, grandchildren, and 
great-grandchildren, and 
their families close. And, 
loved hosting extended 
family get-togethers 
for many years. A bible 
verse that reminds her 
husband of Mary is Acts: 
11:24 (paraphrased), 
"She was a good woman, 
full of the Holy Spirit and 
faith, and a great number 
of people were brought to 
the Lord."

Services were Wednes-
day, November 26th at 
Mathers-Gaunce Funeral 
Home with burial to fol-
low in Carlisle Cemetery.

Casketbearers were 
Jonathan Fryman, Dan-
iel Polk, John Polk, An-
drea Stone and Howard 
Stone.

Visitation was from 
11:00 A.M. until the time 
of service.

Donations may be 
made to one’s charity of 
choice or the Alzheimer's 
Association.

Condolences may be 
left at www.mathers-
gaunce.com.

MARY AGNES CARTER

Mary Agnes Carter, 88, 
of Middletown, Virginia 
passed away on Tuesday, 
November 18, 2025 at 
her home.

Mrs. Carter was born 
on December 31, 1936 in 
Carlisle, Kentucky to the 
late Charles and Nannie 
Minton Mann.  She was 
also preceded in death by 
9 siblings.

Survivors include her 
husband of 71 years, 

Charles Rankin Carter 
of Middletown; two sons, 
Michael Louis Carter 
(Kathy) of Warrenton, 
Virginia and Bruce 
Houston Carter (Teresa) 
of Middletown; daughter, 
Carol Renee Wilkins of 
Emerald Isle, North Car-
olina; six grandchildren, 
Candace Wilkins, Sam-
uel Carter, George Cart-
er, Kyle Carter, Shelby 
Carter and Sharon Was-

den; five great grandchil-
dren, Liam Carter, Owen 
Carter, Camille Carter, 
Benjamin Carter, and 
Jarrett Wasden and one 
great great grandson, 
Ryker Wasden.

In lieu of flowers me-
morial donations may be 
made to the Middletown 
Fire and Rescue, P.O. 
Box 111, Middletown, 
Virginia 22645.

By Michael A. Clary
KyNewsGroup

michael@kynewsgroup.com

Members of the Car-
lisle-Nicholas County 
Chamber of Commerce 
met on Monday, Dec. 1, 
2025, at 8:30am, at the 
Neal Welcome Center, 
for their regularly sched-
uled monthly meeting.

The meeting was 
called to order with the 
approval of the minutes 
from last month’s meet-
ing, and approval of the 
financial report.

Under the Business 
agenda, the chamber 
discussed the forthcom-
ing magazine/directory, 
which will include gener-
al info, advertisements, 
a QR code that would 
direct the user to the 
Chamber website, and 
much more.  It will also 
contain a coupon page 
for local businesses, as 
well.  More info will be 
discussed at the January 
meeting.

The chamber also dis-
cussed the purchase of 
business cards, which 
would also include the 
aforementioned QR code, 
as well.

The chamber discussed 
events that were held in 
November, including the 
2nd annual “Small Busi-
ness Saturday” which 
was held on Nov. 29th, 
and was very success-
ful, with more activity 
this year than the previ-
ous year before.  The gift 
basket winner for “Small 
Business Saturday” will 
be announced after the 
Christmas parade this 

Carlisle-Nicholas County Chamber of Commerce 
discuss upcoming Christmas parade

coming Saturday, Dec. 
6th.

The chamber also dis-
cussed the most recent 
Turkey Bingo event, 
sponsored by the Car-
lisle Rotary Club, that 
was held at NCHS, with 
approximately 300 at-
tendees.  The chamber 
donated turkeys for that 
event.

The chamber also dis-
cussed the upcoming 
“Christmas Through 
the Decades” parade, 
sponsored by the cham-
ber and HMH – Carl-
isle, and tree-lighting 
event that will be held 
this coming Saturday, 
Dec. 6, 2025, beginning 
at 6:00pm, with emcee 
Jim Galbraith.  Follow-
ing the parade, winners 
of the Snow Queen and 
Snowflake Princess will 
be announced, along 
with the Top 3 winners 
of the Best Float and 
Window Decorating 
Contest.

The Nicholas County 
YAHS (Young Adult 
Historical Society) will 
also be having a vendor 
fair that Saturday, Dec. 
6th, as well, at the Neal 
Welcome Center, from 
12 noon to 8:00pm, and 
will feature 17 vendors.

Before adjournment, 
the chamber discussed 
upcoming plans for 
2026, including a mem-
bership drive, a tri-fold 
brochure, and an up-
coming ribbon-cutting 
for KY Property Hunt-
ers Real Estate & Auc-
tion, located at 240 East 
Main Street, in Carlisle, 
Ky.

The next chamber 
meeting is scheduled for 
Monday, Jan 5, 2025, 
at 8:30am, at the Neal 
Welcome Center.

The meeting was sub-
sequently adjourned.

“The Chamber of Com-
merce is a form of busi-
ness network whose goal 
is to further the interest 
of businesses.  Business 
owners in towns and 
cities form these local 
societies to advocate on 
behalf of the business 
community.  The Cham-
ber Of Commerce is an 
organization of citizens 
who are investing their 
time and money in a 
community develop-
ment program – work-
ing together to improve 
the economic, civic, and 
cultural wellbeing of the 
area.”


