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Leonard F. “Tunn” Howard, Jr.

Leonard F.
Howard, Jr., 61, husband
of almost 45 years to
Kathy Sumner Howard,
passed away Tuesday,
August 19, 2025 at his
home in Nicholas Coun-

“Tunn”

ty.

Born April 7, 1964 in
Bourbon County to the
late Leonard, Sr. & Mary
Agnes Soister Howard,
he worked for many
years as a shipping &
receiving clerk for Stam-
ler Corporation and Fry-
man’s Welding, and was
a member of the Com-
munity Chapel Church.
Tunn enjoyed collect-
ing guns, target shoot-
ing at the range he built
at home, attending his
grandson’s ball games,
watching westerns— es-
pecially The Rifleman,
and working in his flower
garden.

Additional survivors

include his children,
Joshua Robert Howard
& Kandice Lee Howard
(Chad Crump, Sr.); a sis-
ter, Mary Frances (Gary)
Link; a grandson, Chad

“C.J.” Crump, dJr.; his
mother-in-law, Marjorie
Sumner; his sister-in-

law, Kimberly Smith;
several nieces & neph-
ews, and a large extend-
ed family.

Also preceding him
in death were 3 broth-
ers: Donald Ray, Ralph
& Dennis Howard; his

father-in-law, Robert
G. Sumner, Sr.; and a
brother-in-law, Bobby

Sumner.

A Celebration of Life
will be held at 3:00 P.M.
Friday, August 22nd
at Community Chapel
Church officiated by Rev.
Jimmy dJolly and Chad
Jolly with visitation be-
ginning at 2:00 P.M.

Honorary bearers will
be all of his dear friends
and family.

Leonard will be in-
urned on the Sumner
Family Lot at Carlisle
Cemetery.

Arrangements are un-
der the care and direc-
tion of Mathers-Gaunce
Funeral Home.

Condolences may be
left at www.mathers-
gaunce.com.

Omer Ray Hunt

Omer Ray Hunt 70
passed away Tuesday
August 19, 2025, at his
home in Paris, Kentucky.
He was born in Nicholas
County on September 19,
1954, to the late George
and Clevophas Bussell
Hunt. He lived in Mill-
ersburg, Kentucky most
of his life. He was a re-
tired horse farm worker.
He enjoyed many things
in life, riding horses,
motorcycles, fast cars
and playing pool, but
his grandchildren were
the sunshine to his soul
and the pure joy of his
heart. He is survived by
his son Clifton (Judy)
Hunt, two grandchildren
Karah (Austin) Cline
and Braydon Hunt, a
brother Junior Hunt, two

nieces, Leann Hughes
and Becky Florence, one
nephew, Josh Hunt. He
was preceded in death by
his mother and father, a
brother Wayne Hunt, a
sister Rita Simpson and
a nephew Jeremy Simp-
son. A Celebration of Life
will be held from 5 pm —
7 pm Friday August 22,
2025, at Carlisle-Clark
Funeral Home. Carlisle-
Clark Funeral Home in
charge of arrangements.

surely not another 1983 drought!

By Mark Mattmiller

Here in Cynthiana, the
weather has been a bit
brutal this summer. The
results as for as drought
1s concerned has been a
bit mixed. Some areas
right on the edge of town
have had some rain re-
lief while other parts of
town are drying up. I've
noticed that my farm is
showing some signs of
a serious drought. The
leaves on all of the weeds
and small plants are re-
ally drooping, and the
trees are showing signs
of stress: When you
can detect that the tree
leaves are drooping, you
are experiencing a seri-
ous degree of drought,
and that is what I see
today.

Surely we aren’t head-
ed for another 1983. You

do remember that don’t
you? That drought was
a humdinger. It didn’t
rain all summer. I was
growing my first tobacco
crop that summer and I
was able to get water on
the crop using one single
pole irrigation spray that
I hooked to a very old
water pump made for a
tractor power take-off.
I powered the sprayer
with a small gasoline
motor I took off of a go-
cart. I pumped the water
out of two small ponds. I
would drive to my farm
twice a day to fill the gas
tank for the motor and
to move the sprayer. Be-
lieve it or not, the results
were super: plants as tall
as me.

I was pretty proud un-
til I woke up on Septem-
ber 30th I looked out and
saw that we had a super

early frost. The tops of
the plants were as flat as
a table top. This wasn’t
as bad as it seemed at
first because only the
very top leaves were
damaged.

My family helped me
with setting out the
plants, chopping out,
spraying, and topping.
It’s important to know
that none of us had any
experience whatsoever
with raising tobacco. I
had spent about a year
rebuilding the old strip-
ping room, making the
presses, rebuilding an
old setter that I had
bought at a sale, and do-
ing about eight hundred
other things to prepare
for growing the crop.
Plowing, setting, chop-
ping out, cutting, and
housing all went really
well.

Then came stripping
the tobacco. I thought I'd
lose my mind: Never had
I ever before stood in one
place for so long. It was
drudgery for me. But fi-
nally the job was done,
and it was time to take
it to market. It turned
out that the drought had
continued into the hous-
ing period and the leaves
did not cure very well at
all. I was saved by the
tobacco program and the
kindness of the ware-
house owner. I never at-
tempted another tobacco
crop.

So I do hope that we
are not facing another
1983. I pray for rain not
for myself but for all of
you out there who are
still full-time and part-
time farmers. Believe
me, you are tougher than
ITam.

Free Adm15510n to Jackets home opener against Bellevue this Friday

By Michael A. Clary
KyNewsGroup

michael@kynewsgroup.com

The NCHS Bluejack-
ets football team opened
up the 2025 season with
a win during an away
game on Friday, Aug.
22, 2025, as they trav-
eled to Pendleton Coun-
ty to take on the Wild-
cats.

The Bluejackets domi-
nated the entire game
on offense and defense,
with a total of 291 rush-
ing yards and 97 passing
yards, holding the Wild-
cats scoreless, with only
-6 rushing yards and 56
passing yards.

QB Chandler Kenney
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Real Estate
Tangible Property
Motor Vehicle
Utility Tax

empted from the above rates.

ROBERTSON COUNTY SCHOOL
TAX RATES
2025-2026

The Robertson County Board of Education has approved the following tax rates:

Tax rates per $100 Assessed Valuation

Rate
73.50
73.50
55.9
3%

Exoneration
0.00
0.00

Aircraft (recreational & non-commerical)/Watercraft (non-commercial out of state or coast guard registered) are ex-
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Total
73.50
73.50
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completed 9 of 16 passes
for 97 yards, which in-
cluded two touchdowns
passes to Jayden Wat-
kins.

Leading the Blue-
jackets in rushing was
Wyatt Simons with 20
attempts for 144 yards,
with 2 touchdowns and
1 2-point conversion;
Chandler Kenney with
12 attempts for 94 yards,
with 1 touchdown and 2
2-point conversions; and
Jayden Watkins with 11
attempts for 53 yards,
with 1 2-point conver-
sion.

Leading the Blue-
jackets in receiving was
Jayden Robinson with 3
receptions for 43 yards;
Luke Davis with 3 re-
ceptions for 33 yards;
Wyatt Simons with 1 re-
ception for 11 yards; and
Jayden Watkins with 2
receptions for 10 yards,
which includes his two
TD’s.

The Jackets had two
fumble recoveries dur-
ing the game, by Chan-
dler Kenney and Phillip

i

Dixon, and one forced
defensive fumble by Wy-
att Simons.

Leading the Bluejack-
ets defense was Case
Reid with 6 tackles;
Wyatt Simons, Jacob
Saucedo, and Cash Lin-
ville with 4 tackles each;
Jayden Robinson and
Jayden Watkins with 3
tackles each; Blake Ad-
ams and Preston Blake
with 2 tackles each; and
Carter Alexander, Jack

NEED HELP WITH YOUR

RETIREMENT PLAN?

If you have questions about your pension, 401(k) or
profit sharing plan, call the Trellis Pension and
Retirement Rights Project - Mid America Region to get
free legal advice. Funded by the U.S. Administration on
Community Living, Trellis staff provides assistance to
anyorne with a question about their retirement plan.

CALL US TODAY 1.866.783.5021

Thoroughbred Monument

813 Delaney Road
Ewing, KY 41039

ﬁ Thoroughbred Monuments

and Marker

Kenny Hunt 606-776-4133

Tyler Carpenter 606-748-7348

Jeter, and Phllhp Dlxon
with 1 tackle each.

The Bluejackets home
opener 1s scheduled
for Friday, Aug. 29th
when they take on the
Bellevue Tigers. The
admission to the game
is free to celebrate the
brand-new football field
at NCMHS. So come on
out, and cheer on our
Nicholas County Blue-
jackets!!!

High School Football
season 1s here!!!!  Go
Jackets!!!

(photos courtesy of
Alisha Dunn)




