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Shootings raise concerns about teen firearm access

BY JARON YON RUNNEN
NEWS@TIMESLEADER.NET

MCCRACKEN COUN-
TY — In the wake of two
recent shootings — one
in Mayfield on Friday
involving a 14-year-old
boy and another in early
August in Paducah —
law enforcement offi-
cials and prosecutors
are explaining the ways
teenagers gain access to
firearms and how they
are held accountable if
they use them to commit
crimes.

Federal law prohibits
minors from possessing
handguns and hand-
gun ammunition, with
exceptions for activities
with adult supervision,
such as hunting, target
practice and shooting
competitions, according
to McCracken County
Sheriff Ryan Norman.
McCracken County
Attorney Cade Foster
said there are multiple
scenarios in which teens
find access to firearms.

“The first is people
who are lawful owners
of firearms, and they
leave them out in their
car and their cars are
unlocked,” Foster said.
“Unfortunately, some
juveniles go out and
about in the communi-
ty at night, they check
door handles and if
they’re unlocked, they
will go in and check the
glove compartments
and take firearms. The
other way is that they
will burglarize a pawn
shop. In Paducah, in
particular, we had a
Cash Express Pawn
Shop get a car run
through it by some juve-
niles, and they stole 11
firearms. The last way is
from their parents.”

Norman added that
most of the time, minors
who get handguns do so
outside of the home. He
said sometimes firearms
are traded on the street
and sold to juveniles.
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When a minor is
caught with a firearm
and arrested, the case
then falls into the hands
of prosecutors. Foster
explained that county
attorneys in Kentucky
prosecute every crime in
district court.

“Depending on the
severity of the offense,
they’re either charged,
cited and sent home to
their parents or they’re
detained and taken to
the juvenile detention
center,” Foster said.
“They are held there
until we have a detention
hearing, where we look
at the case. The judge
looks at the case, and we
make a determination of
whether or not to send
the children back into
the community with an
ankle monitor — maybe
some rules and restric-
tions — or keep them
detained.”

If the juvenile is sent
to the detention center,

Foster explained that
court-designated work-
ers work with the minor,
aiming to rehabilitate
the juvenile and deter-
mine the services they
need to be put on a bet-
ter path.

Foster said the aim is
to balance the juvenile’s
needs and future with
the safety of the commu-
nity. Depending on the
severity of the case, the
court decides wheth-
er they are tried as an
adult.

“If a juvenile, for
instance, shoots into a
crowd of people or, heav-
en forbid, they kill some-
body, they are subject
to being what’s called
transferred and tried as
an adult,” Foster said.
“We do want to help
juveniles get rehabilitat-
ed, but our main goal is
to protect the communi-
ty, and if they cross that
line, they don’t get to get
an ‘out-ofjail free’ card.”
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Paducah Police Depart-
ment, where a memorial
was displayed alongside
his police cruiser.

Community members
lined the route with flags
and signs of support
as police vehicles and
emergency responders
escorted Hudson to his
final resting place.

Hudson served with
the Paducah Police
Department for a
decade. He started as a
patrol officer and went
on to serve the com-
munity as a D.A.R.E
instructor in elementa-
ry schools, as a member
of the Paducah Police
Department’s S.W.A.T.
team, a training officer
and a detective. He was
promoted to sergeant in
May. Additionally, Hud-
son was a member of
the department’s honor
guard, assisting with
funerals for his fellow
officers.

In an Aug. 15 news
conference regarding
Hudson’s death — the
result of complications
from a cardiac condi-
tion exacerbated by the
stress of responding to
the deadly Aug. 9 shoot-
ing on Boyd Street —
Paducah Police Chief
Brian Laird emphasized
his deep commitment
to the community he
served.

“Ryan was a tremen-
dous presence in our
region, and there’s no
doubt he is leaving a
lasting impact. This is a
loss that will be felt for-
ever,” Laird said.
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The procession traveled along Alben Barkley Drive,
Lone Oak Road and Broadway, ending at the cemetery
on North 13th Street.

S

Paducah Power System trucks suspend an American

flag over Broadway as the funeral procession for Sgt.
Ryan Hudson makes its way to Maplelawn Park Ceme-

tery on Aug. 23.

MARKET & MEAT
PROCESSING INC.

West Paducah,

. 270-488-3556

Visit Us at: www.hughesmarket.com or on facebook
PRICES AND QUANTITIES SUBJECT TO CHANGE.

All our bundles are cut fresh daily and vacuum packed. No need to
pre-order. Just come in and tell us the bundle you want and we will
have you on your way. No waiting, as we cut 50 or more bundles daily.

OFFER GOOD

August 26 - August 30
CLOSED SUNDAY

8705 0gden Landing Rd. Yes! We have GIFT CARDS!

WE ACCEPT EBT
& ILLINOIS LINKS

KY 42086

He said a juvenile’s
actions in the criminal
world can have a lasting
impact, which is why the
court tries to balance
rehabilitation and public
safety.

Norman said children
are naturally curious,
so if they see a firearm
lying around a home,
they could be naturally

drawn to it. He encour-
ages parents to have
discussions about guns
with their children.
“Explain it to them,
show it to them, tell them
how it works and explain
the dangers of a firearm,”
Norman said. “Explain
that they can be deadly
or can seriously hurt or
injure somebody. Hope-
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“Explain it to them, show it to them, tell them how it works and explain the dangers
of a firearm,” McCracken County Sheriff Ryan Norman said. “Explain that they can
be deadly or can seriously hurt or injure somebody. Hopefully, that would make
them less curious.”

fully, that would make
them less curious.”

Norman and Foster
each recommend lock-
ing vehicles. They also
said it is important to
keep a firearm acces-
sible in a home in case
of emergencies, but to
make sure it is locked
away so children cannot
find it.

CITY OF KUTTAWA KENTUCKY
NOTICE OF PROPOSED TAX RATES AND HEARING
(PURSUANT TO KRS 132.027)

The City of Kuttawa, Kentucky will hold a public hearing on
September 8, 2025 at 5:30 p.m. (Central Time) at Kuttawa City Hall,
located at 82 Cedar Street, Kuttawa, KY 42055. The purpose of this
public hearing will be to hear comments from the public regarding the
proposed tax rate in accordance with KRS 132.027, as publication of
this advertisement and the information contained herein is required
by the General Assembly.

In 2024, the real property tax rate of .2290 was levied upon real
property located within the City of Kuttawa. This tax rate produced
revenue in the amount of $347,128.00 for 2024. The compensating
real property tax rate for 2025 (as established by the Pennyrile Area
Development District) for the City of Kuttawa is .2110. It is expected
that the compensating real property tax rate of .2110, if adopted, will
produce $350,375.00 in revenue.

The City of Kuttawa is proposing to enact the real property tax rate
of .2380 (as established by the Pennyrile Area Development District)
which represents a 4% increase from the 2024 real property tax rate.
It is expected that the real property tax rate of .2380, if adopted, will
produce $395,210.00 in revenue for the City of Kuttawa. The City
of Kuttawa expects revenue in the amount of $2,306.46 from new
property and personal property for the 2025 tax year. Additionally,
the City of Kuttawa expects $45,245.79 in personal property revenue.

Any new revenues generated in 2025 from the proposed tax rate would
be utilized for general operating expenses for the City of Kuttawa, as
well as for any other lawful purpose as permitted by Kentucky law.
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i MIINI BUNDLE -
2 | 14 to 16 oz. USDA Choice or Better
T-Bone Steaks 5 Ib.
11b. | 81% Lean Ground Beef TOTAL 0057, 3 Ib.
(1 Ib. Bag Frozen) 5 Ib.
2 Ib. Pork Cutlets
2 Ib. Center Cut Pork Chops - g
2 1b. Boneless, Skinless
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Center Cut Pork Chops (2 — 2 4 LB. Packs)

10 / 9 oz. Boneless Pork Chops
(2 / 5 Pack 9oz. Chops)

Pork Steaks (2 — 2 %2 LB. Packs)
Country Style Pork Ribs (2 — 2 %4 LB. Packs)
Platter Sliced Bacon (2 — 2 ¥4 LB. Packs)

WHOLE PIG PACK HALF PIG PACK

All meat items are cut fresh daily unless noted in ad.
Weekly mini bundles start on Tuesday of each week and
run through Saturday and never on Monday.

g BACK FAT

o) B

ALL VAGCUUM
PACKED

12.75 Ib.

$36.50

All our meat products that are freezer wrapped come with a 2-year guarantee not to freezer burn!



