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Death toll from flooding in Texas surpasses 100

BY JIM VERTUNO,
NADIA LATHAN AND

JOHN SEEWER
ASSOCIATED PRESS

KERRVILLE, Texas |

— The death toll from
catastrophic flooding
in Texas over the July
Fourth weekend has sur-

passed 100 as the mas- [

sive search continues for
missing people.

The number of deaths
reached 104 on Monday.
In hard-hit Kerr County,
home to Camp Mystic
and several other sum-
mer camps, searchers
have found the bodies
of 84 people, including
28 children, Kerr County
officials said.

Authorities over-
seeing the search for
flood victims in Texas
said they will wait to
address questions
about weather warn-
ings and why some
summer camps did not
evacuate ahead of the
catastrophic flooding.

The officials spoke
only hours after the
operators of Camp Mys-
tic, a century-old all-
girls Christian summer
camp in the Texas Hill
Country, announced
that they lost 27 camp-
ers and counselors to
the floodwaters. Mean-
while, search-and-res-
cue teams carried on
with the search for
the dead, using heavy
equipment to untangle
trees and wading into
swollen rivers. Volun-
teers covered in mud
sorted through chunks
of debris, piece by
piece, in an increasing-
ly bleak task.

With additional rain on
the way, more flooding
still threatened in satu-
rated parts of central

Texas. Authorities said
the death toll was sure
to rise.

The announcement by
Camp Mystic confirmed
the worst fears after a
wall of water slammed
into cabins built along
the edge of the Guada-
lupe River.

The raging flash
floods — among the
nation’s worst in
decades — slammed
into riverside camps and
homes before daybreak
Friday, pulling sleeping
people out of their cab-
ins, tents and trailers
and dragging them for
miles past floating tree
trunks and cars. Some
survivors were found
clinging to trees.

Piles of twisted trees
sprinkled with mattress-

es, refrigerators and
coolers now litter the
riverbanks. The debris
included reminders
of what drew so many
to the campgrounds
and cabins in the Hill
Country — a volleyball,
canoes and a family por-
trait.

Nineteen deaths were
reported in Travis, Bur-
net, Kendall, Tom Green
and Williamson coun-
ties, according to local
officials.

Among those con-
firmed dead were 8-year-
old sisters from Dallas
who were at Camp Mys-
tic and a former soc-
cer coach and his wife
who were staying at a
riverfront home. Their
daughters were still
missing.

CALLS FORFINDING
WHY WARNINGS
WEREN'T HEARD

Authorities vowed
that one of the next
steps would be investi-
gating whether enough
warnings were issued
and why some camps
did not evacuate or
move to higher ground
in a place long vulner-
able to flooding that
some local residents
refer to as “flash flood
alley.”

That will include a
review of how weather
warnings were sent out
and received. One of
the challenges is that
many camps and cabins
are in places with poor
cellphone service, said
Kerrville City Manager
Dalton Rice.

there’s a time to dis-
agree. This is not that
time,” Cruz said. “There
will be a time to find out
what could been done
differently. My hope is
in time we learn some
lessons to implement
the next time there is a

2 flood.”

The weather service

8| first advised of poten-

Eli Hartman | Associated Press
A crew of firefighters from Ciudad Acuna, Mexico, gather for a briefing as they aid in search and rescue efforts
near the Guadalupe River after a flash flood swept through the area on Monday in Ingram, Texas.

“We definitely want to
dive in and look at all
those things,” he said.
“We’re looking forward
to doing that once we
can get the search and
rescue complete.”

Some camps, though,
were aware of the dan-
gers and monitoring
the weather. At least
one moved several hun-
dred campers to high-
er ground before the
floods.

Sen. Ted Cruz, a
Texas Republican, said
recent government
spending cuts to the
Federal Emergency
Management Agency
and the National Weath-
er Service did not delay
any warnings.

“There’s a time to
have political fights,

{ tial flooding on Thurs-

day and then sent
out a series of flash
flood warnings in the
early hours of Friday
before issuing flash
flood emergencies —
a rare step that alerts
the public to imminent
danger.

Authorities and elect-
ed officials have said
they did not expect
such an intense down-
pour, the equivalent of
months of rain. Some
residents said they
never received any
warnings.

President Donald
Trump, who signed a
major disaster declara-
tion for Kerr County and
plans to visit the area,
said Sunday that he does
not plan to rehire any of
the federal meteorolo-
gists who were fired this
year.

“This was a thing that
happened in seconds.
Nobody expected it,” the
president said.

White House press
secretary Karoline
Leavitt said local and
federal weather services
provided sufficient warn-
ings.

“That was an act of
God. It’s not the admin-
istration’s fault that the
flood hit when it did, but
there were early and
consistent warnings,”
Leavitt said.

NOTICE TO LYON COUNTY TAXPAYERS

Lori Duff, Lyon County Clerk pursuant to KRS 424.130, announces that the
2024 Delinquent Real Property Tax Bills (Certificates of Delinquency) will be
published in the Lyon County Herald Ledger on July 16, 2025.

The list of Certificates of Delinquency is also available for public inspection
during the hours of Monday through Friday 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM at the County
Clerk’s office located at 500 W. Dale Ave, STE 140, Eddyville, KY 42038. This
list may also be inspected on the eCCLIX website. The Uniform Resource
Locater (URL) of the website is https://ecclix.com.

The tax sale will be held on August 19, 2025 beginning at 10 AM CST. All

interested participants must register with the County Clerk’s office by the
close of business on August 11, 2025. Please contact the County Clerk’s office
iIf you need additional information about the tax sale registration process,
the required registration fee or the deposit amounts that will be needed. Tax

payers can continue to pay their delinquent tax bills to the County Clerk’s
office anytime prior to the tax sale. Please Note: All payments must be
received in the County Clerk’s office prior to the tax sale date listed
in this advertisement. Payments received after the tax sale has been
conducted will be returned without exception. Some delinquencies
— although they have been advertised — will be excluded from the tax sale
in accordance with the provisions of KRS 134.504(10)(b). If you have any
questions, please do not hesitate to contact the County Clerk’s office at 270-
388-2331.




