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As WPSD employees 
prepare to move into the 
recently renovated news-
room on the first floor of 
The Paducah Sun build-
ing, current employees 
are providing insight 
into how the new space 
will support the efficient 
flow of information.

Bi l l  Evans,  WPSD 
President and publish-
er of The Paducah Sun, 
explained that the flow 
of information into the 
newsroom usually starts 
with the assignment 
desk.

“ We ’ r e  g o i n g  t o 
rebrand that as the 
right now desk because 
the people that sit here 
know what is going on 
right now,” he said. “All 
of this information flows 
into the right now desk, 
and then their respon-
sibility is to let it flow 
out to newscast produc-
ers, newscast anchors, 
repor ters, newspaper 
editors.”

The right now desk 
will have work stations 
for the assignment man-
ager and web produc-
ers. Charity Blanton, the 
WPSD assignment man-
ager, generalized her 
role in the newsroom.

“I sor t of think of 
myself as the first fil-
ter of the newsroom. I 
mean, whether it’s the 
police scanner or I have 
about 150 Facebook 
pages that I’m follow-
ing,” she said. “I’m just 
constant ly  thinking, 
‘Who would be interest-
ed in this, and what is 
the best way to tell peo-
ple about it?”

Part of Blanton’s job 
is  combing through 
potential stories, priori-
tizing what information 
the community should 
know and how the story 
should be told — visu-
ally, written, or through 
social media.

“I  have to consid-
er what people want to 
know, what people need 
to know, even if they 
don’t want to know it, 
sometimes they need to 
know it. So it’s sort of 
a delicate balance, and 
this position comes with 
a lot of responsibility,” 
she said.

Blanton is just the 
first l ine of defense 
in the newsroom, with 
information and stor y 
ideas being checked by 
newscast anchors, pro-
ducers, and news direc-
tors, but she said being 
a Paducah native helps 
her navigate what the 

community would want 
to know.

“I think being from 
this community does 
help a little bit because 
I know what’s important 
to a lot of people here, 
and it sort of helps guide 
sometimes the advice 
that I give [reporters],” 
she said.

When it comes to the 
physical aspect of the new 
newsroom, Blanton said 
the space is very condu-
cive to the efficient flow of 
information, as her desk 
oversees the newsroom 
and is closest to anchors 
and producers.

“If breaking news hap-
pens, the studio is right 
there, I can alert some-
body right away … The 
people I need to speak 
to are right around me. I 
really like that,” she said.

And sitting beside her 
at the right now desk 
will be web producers, 
who manage WPSD’s 
social media.

“These days, a lot of 
people get their news 
from social media or 
just online in general. So 
our web producers are 
so impor tant. A lot of 
the time, they’re where 
you’re going to hear 
about news first,” Blan-
ton said.

Alexis Bar rett is a 

morning web produc-
er. She said her job is 
to make the community 
aware of what is pres-
ently happening, using 
social media as a tool to 
get news out quickly.

“We’re very cognizant 
of what’s going on at all 
times, and trying to keep 
our audience in the loop 
as to that as well … local-
ly, nationally, globally, 
making sure that we all 
have kind of a sense of 
what’s current,” she said.

Barrett believes the 
consolidation of WPSD 
and Paxton Media’s 
West Kentucky newspa-
per employees at The 
Paducah Sun newsroom 
is a big step to meeting 
readers and viewers 
where they are.

“How can we make 
sure that we’re meet-
ing the most people and 
meeting the most needs? 
Because we don’t want 
uninformed young peo-
ple,” she said. “We’re 
tr ying to take those 
steps to bring them in in 
various ways.”

WPSD explains boosted newsroom info flow
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Lake Barkley Par t-
nership for Economic 
Development — serv-
ing Caldwell, Critten-
den, Livingston, and 
L yon counties — has 
announced the appoint-
ment of Garrett Clark 
as its new executive 
director. In this full-
time role, Clark will 
lead and coordinate 
economic  deve lop -
ment efforts across the 
four-county region.

The Par tnership’s 
office is located in Mar-
ion at Crittenden Coun-
ty Office Complex.

A native of Benton 
and 2018 graduate of 
Marshall County High 
School, Clark brings an 
extensive educational 
background to the posi-
tion. He earned a bach-
elor’s degree in eco-
nomics from Murray 
State University in 2022 
and a master’s degree 
in economic develop-
ment in 2023.

Clark fills a vacancy 
left by the resignation 
last summer of Amanda 
Davenport, who left the 
Partnership to become 
executive director of 
the Eddyville Riverport 
& Industrial Develop-
ment Authority. Daven-
port had served as the 
Partnership’s executive 
director since the sum-
mer of 2018.

Clark’s profession-
al experience includes 
ser ving as business 
development coordina-
tor for Graves County 
Economic Develop-
ment  in  Mayf ie ld . 
During his tenure in 
Graves County, Clark 
promoted business 
development, devel-
oped publications and 
fostered connections 
between local students 
and career oppor tu-
nities. He also played 
a pivotal role in orga-
nizing Plant Manager 
Roundtable Discus-
sions, facilitating collab-
oration among business 
and industry leaders.

“I am thankful for the 
oppor tunity to spear-
head economic devel-
opment ef forts in the 
four-county region of 
the Lake Barkley Part-
nership,” Clark said. 
“This area has many 
advantages that of fer 
great potential for jobs 
and investment, ulti-
mately enhancing the 
quality of life for work-

ers and residents. I am 
excited to get to work 
and help provide eco-
nomic opportunities for 
the communities of the 
Lake Barkley region.”

Lake Barkley Par t-
nership looks forward 
to Clark’s leadership 
in driving economic 
growth and fostering 
collaboration across the 
region, said President 
Tim Capps, who is also 
president of Par 4 Plas-
tics in Marion.

Lake Barkley Par t-
nership for Econom-
ic Development is a 
regional organization 
dedicated to econom-
ic growth in Caldwell, 
Crittenden, Livingston 
and L yon counties in 
western Kentucky. The 
Partnership focuses on 
business retention and 
expansion, workforce 
development, market-
ing and promotion, 
niche sector develop-
ment, building regional 
alliances and investor 
engagement. It works 
in concert with local, 
state and federal agen-
cies to promote growth 
in the area and current-
ly has about 1,000 acres 
of property ready for 
development.

T h e  P a r t n e r s h i p 
has been key in sever-
al successful projects, 
including the expansion 
at Hydro-Gear, certifi-
cation as a Work Ready 
Community, cer tifica-
tion of a Build Ready 
site and renovations at 
the Eddyville Riverport. 
By investing resources 
strategically, the Lake 
Barkley Par tnership 
aims to create a strong, 
resilient, and diverse 
economic region, sup-
por ting both existing 
businesses and attract-
ing new investments to 
western Kentucky.
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Garrett Clark, the new 
executive director of 
Lake Barkley Partner-
s h i p  fo r  Eco n o m i c 
Development
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Following a police 
cruiser collision with a 
deer, Princeton Police 
C h i e f  C h r i s  K i n g 
addr essed  the  Ci ty 
Council, reporting that 
insurance will  cover 
$34,000 for the vehi-
cle. With the insurance 
payout, King has found 
another cruiser that will 
cost the city an estimat-
ed $6,000, in combina-
tion with the insurance.

However, the Prince-
ton Police Department 
is still lacking a vehi-

cle, stemming from an 
accident that occurred 
in 2024. Requiring two 
Chargers and with the 
rising cost and lack of 
availability, the purchase 
of two vehicles could 
cost upwards of $100,000 
dollars. This matter will 
be discussed among the 
Princeton City Council at 
a later date.

The Princeton City 
Council voted unani-
mously for Mayor Brock 
Thomas to apply for a 
grant, specifically for 
the police depar tment 
to acquire ammunition 

needed. This will be done 
through the KY Office of 
Homeland Security.

Following the floodwa-
ters throughout Caldwell 
County and in Prince-
ton, Public Works have 
been working to pump 
water in two locations 
within city limits. They 
are focusing primarily 
on water reduction along 
KY 62, in the parking 
lot between Hardees 
and MJ’s Lattes. Public 
Works crews are also 
pumping water out of 
South Seminary Street. 
As of Feb. 18, two street 

still remain underwater; 
Downs Street, as well as 
Faith Avenue.

The Princeton City 
Council received a total 
of three bids on the elec-
trical project at the City 
County Park. At the next 
meeting, they hope to 
move forward with the 
project. With another 
game scheduled shortly, 
so the project will not be 
finished until the season 
is over. Regarding Public 
Works items, 50 alumi-
num fence panels were 
removed from the Princ-
eton Playground park, as 
well as two golf carts and 
four unrepairable weed 
eaters for scrap surplus.

Princeton Police in need of new vehicles
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Princeton City Council discussing new vehicles for the Princeton Police Department, Public Works cleanup 
efforts following flooding and electrical bids for the City County Park.

Public Works continues cleanup efforts
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Princeton Electric Plant Board (PEPB) is accepting
sealed proposals for General Lawn Care and
Maintenance Services.
Proposals will be accepted until Monday, March 17,
2025 at 12:15 p.m. CST and shall be hand-delivered
to the PEPB Office at 304 East Legion Drive, or
mailed to PEPB, Post Office Box 608, Princeton,
Kentucky 42445.

Proposal documents may be obtained at the
Princeton Electric Plant Board Office at 304 East
Legion Drive, Princeton, Kentucky, 42445 from
Monday through Friday during regular business
hours.


