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Enough 
Already!!

WINTER OF MY 
DISCONTENT

Here are some scenes in 
Campton for many, many days 
recently.

One might say that I am 
sick and tired of cold and 
snow. During the last ten years 
we have had relatively mild 
winters. We have had spates 
of cold and snow, but of short 
duration. However, begin-
ning in late December or early 
January, the temperatures have 
been unexpectedly cold and not 
without snow in clumps or piles 
at amy time. Frankly, I am just 
sick of it.

I remember back in the 70s 
and 80s we had winters like we 
have been experiencing. The 
winter of  1977 I hiked from 
down in the hollow where I 
lived to my brother’s at the 
blacktop. That was approxi-
mately a half mile. The snow 
was nearly a foot deep and it 
was cold. I remember walking 
a trail that was packed hard 
because of all the trips I had 
made up and down the hill. The 
schools were closed for four or 
five weeks. They used up all 
their “calamity days” and ended 
up holding classes much longer 
than usual.

This, I hope, is the last spell 
of this type of weather for this 
year. However, one cannot 
predict the weather any more. 
Seemingly, anymore our sea-
sons are kind of mixed together 
We get winter-spsring, spring, 
summer, summeris blistering 
hot with chilly spells mixed in. 
Nevertheless, I am still looking 
for spring and hoping this is the 
last spell of iceberg weather we 
have until next winter.

Looking out from a fogged up window at the post office.

Looking west on Main Street.

Looking east on Main Street.

as easily accessible.
There is currently a bill, 

HB368, that seeks to remove 
legal notices from newspapers 
and place them on government 
websites. Websites that are run 
by the government themselves. 
What could go possibly go 
wrong with that?

When a legal ad is placed 
in a newspaper, it is placed in 
the local newspaper, dated and 
cannot be changed after the 
fact. In addition, it is placed on 
a website managed by the Ken-
tucky Press Association where 
all legal notices in Kentucky 
can be found easily – kypub-
licnotices.com.

HB368 seeks to have enti-
ties including county and city 
governments place public no-
tices on their own websites, yet 
many have only one employee, 
if any, and can’t even keep 
their current websites updated. 
I found one city website in my 
area that hadn’t been updated 
with meetings or ordinances 
since 2020. Two others had 
very little information, none of 
the council members were cur-
rent and the monthly meeting 
time listed was listed wrong.

Officials have said they 
would create their own state-
wide website for all notices. I 
would argue that they are go-
ing to spend a lot more money 
creating a website we have 
already created and maintained 
successfully. Right now, paid 
legal notices are currently a 
very small part of county and 
city budgets – only 0.16%.

So why change? Is this 
what is really best for the com-
munity?

In counties of 80,000 or 
more a bill was passed in Ken-
tucky to change the rules of 
public notices due to the cost 
of the larger newspapers. Yet, 
many of those counties, includ-
ing Boone, Campbell, Fayette, 
Kenton, Madison and Warren, 
have decided that newspapers 
are still the best way to get their 
notices out and have continued 
to place them in newspapers 
despite the change.

Regardless of the county 
size, public notices should be 
posted by a third party, and with 
a newspaper in almost every 
county (and statewide website 
already in place) it just makes 
good, common sense.

Besides the concerns I’ve 
already addressed, while legal 
notices are not the only revenue 
that keep newspapers going – it 
is a part of it, and some smaller, 
rural counties will probably 
lose their local newspaper if 
this bill is passed. A community 
without a local newspaper is a 
community without a heartbeat, 
and countless studies have 
shown in news desserts across 
this country that there will be 
negative, long-term effects for 
the community.

No, it is not the job of the 
legislature to keep newspapers 
running but why are they so 
against doing something that 
maintains transparency and at 
the same time, would hurt some 
of the oldest local businesses in 
this state?

2I’m not blind to the criti-
cism of the media and think 
that cable news networks have 
hurt our industry as a whole. 
I was trained that a journalist 
is to cover the facts and to try 
and keep any biases out. I think 
your local newspapers do a 
pretty darn good job at still 
doing that. We have opinion/
editorial pages that are open 
for opinions to be shared and 
topics to be discussed but they 
are clearly labeled and kept 
separate from the news content.

Your local newspaper em-
ployees are not pushing an 
agenda. We are actively in-
volved and serving in our com-
munities. We live, work, play 
and volunteer right alongside 
our community members. We 
take our role very seriously, and 
that includes publishing your 
public notices.

Any bill that seeks to change 
how public notices are handled, 
or diminishes public meetings 
or public records, is going to 
be harmful to the community, 
and your local newspaper, in 
the long run. I urge you to stand 
up with your local newspaper 
and help us keep these three 
in place.

Jane Ashley Pace is the 
publisher of the Oldham Era 
and Henry County Local, re-
gional advertising manager 
for Paxton Media and the 2024 
president of the Kentucky Press 
Association.”

Supporting local 
newspapers 

puts community first
HB 368 will harm communities 

and newspapers
By Jane Ashley Pace, 
2024 KPA President

Every county in Kentucky 
has one local business that 
has been there longer than any 
other, most more than a century 
– while some are even closing 
in on two centuries. In many of 
these counties, that business is 
their local newspaper.

I manage two of those local 
newspapers. The Oldham Era 
has been in operation for 149 
years and is looking forward 
to celebrating our 150th next 
year. The Henry County Local 
has been publishing 168 proud 
years and counting. I also as-
sist regionally with 13 other 
area newspapers with similar 
tenures.

Newspapers are the heart-
beat of every community in 
Kentucky. We exist to inform, 
to raise awareness, to build 
community, to be the voice of 
those that can’t always speak 
for themselves, to cover local 
government and hold local 
officials accountable, to help 
local businesses grow, to enact 
change, to celebrate achieve-
ments and to archive our com-
munity’s history.

Our founding fathers felt so 
strongly about the importance 
of newspapers and the role we 
play in communities that we are 
the only profession explicitly 
named in the Constitution of 
the United States of America.

There are three ways in 
which newspapers have effec-
tively carried out some of our 
most important roles – cover-
ing local government, keeping 
officials accountable, keeping 
citizens informed and helping 
transparency exist: public no-
tices, open meetings and open 
records.

Without these three in place, 
knowing how your tax dollars 
are being spent, what bids are 
available and being rewarded, 
what decisions your elected 
officials are making for you, 
when meetings are being held 
and what new ordinances are 
being considered would not be 
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