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After Kentuckians of both parties agree access
to child care is vital, Chamber offers to-do list

BY SARAH LADD
Kentucky Lantern

ost registered Kentucky voters surveyed in June
M2024 believe that working families having ac-

cess to affordable child care is important for
the future of the state, according to a recently released
report by the Kentucky Chamber of Commerce.

The Foundation for Action report, which includes pol-
icy recommendations for lawmakers to consider in 2026,
comes as the child care industry is “at an impasse” de-
spite “widespread discussions” and “efforts to address
child care challenges” that include high tuition, low
wages for workers and a shortage of providers.

That June 2024 survey showed that 85% of registered
voters in the state believe Kentucky families need access
to affordable child care. It was a bipartisan consensus:
81% of Republicans, 89% of Democrats and 89% of Inde-
pendents surveyed agreed.

A national survey also shared in the report showed
that 79% of American voters were supportive of “federal
policies aimed at providing child care benefits to families
with young children”

That, too, was bipartisan, with 69% of Republicans,
88% of Democrats and 82% of Independents surveyed
holding that stance.

Helping more people access child care can help im-
prove workforce participation, the report says. Kentucky’s
workforce participation is lower than some of its neighbors
— about 81%, compared with 86% in Missouri, about 81%
in Tennessee and 84% in Ohio.

In 2024, a survey of 1,357 parents from 88 Kentucky
counties showed that some parents had already chosen
to exit the workforce because of inaccessible child care.
Many families put off having more children, delayed big
purchases and sacrificed health care needs because of
child care complications, the Lantern previously reported.

“Access to high-quality child care is critical for working
families and improving learning outcomes for kids,” Ashley
Novak Butler, the executive director of the Lift a Life Novak
Family Foundation in Louisville, said in a statement. “But
to build an early learning ecosystem that can truly deliver
for Kentucky families and children, we need collaboration
and consensus among all stakeholders on the best path
forward. That’s exactly what this project aimed to achieve”

The chamber’s 50-page report is the result of a 40-mem-
ber group of business leaders, workforce development ex-
perts, child care providers, advocates and more who met
between August 2024 and April 2025 to come up with a list
of policy suggestions to improve the child care landscape
in Kentucky.

“Conversations were not always comfortable, but they
were productive,” the report states. “With a focus on the

Preschool children sing before lunch at the iKids Childhood Enrichment Center, a child care provider in
Benton, Kentucky. (Kentucky Lantern photo)

ers, nonprofits and philanthropy. Collectively, this work

creates a foundation for sustainable, long-term child
care solutions in Kentucky and underscores what can be
achieved when Kentuckians from different walks of life
work together to solve big problems.”

What recommendations came out of the report?
The report has a slew of recommendations to stabilize
the child care industry. They include:

Require more transparency in how the state

budgets, braids and spends public dollars on child care,
including both federal and state dollars.

Reform and modernize Kentucky ALL STARS,

the state’s quality rating system for early childhood pro-
grams, including child care centers.

Develop, publicly display and track more accu-

rate measurements of actual capacity for regulated child

care services.
[ |

Create a non-intrusive and voluntary method for

tracking and denoting faith-based and employer-spon-

sored child care services.
[ |

Conduct objective third-party studies to deter-

mine the return on taxpayer investments in child care on

an annual basis.
[ |

Use a more precise meaningful measure of child

care supply and demand gaps than “child care deserts.

B Encourage more engagement from local com-
munities and employers in solving child care challenges
through targeted local matching grants and needs-based
economic development incentives.

B Improve training for child care services to support
children with special needs.

B Create accountable economic development in-
centives for businesses to create onsite or near-site child
care services for their employees and communities.

B  Andmore.

Dustin Howard, the superintendent of Clark County Pub-
lic Schools, is quoted in the report as saying, “When Ken-
tuckians have affordable high quality child care choices,
our economy and employers win by growing the next gen-
eration of a viable workforce while unleashing our current
workforce that will continue our upward growth as a Com-
monwealth,” Howard said.
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B Ensure that low- and middle-income Kentucky
families can afford child care by strengthening the Child
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private regulated child care sector, this cross-sector of
Kentuckians reached consensus on more than three dozen
public policy and programmatic recommendations with
specific actionable items for policymakers, business lead-

Care Assistance Program and Employee Child Care Assis- Contact Terah at: ~
tance Partnership. terah.hatton@bluegrassnewsmedia.com
[ | Make the child care business model more . R e

sustainable by streamlining regulations, alleviating

workforce challenges and creating new business oppor-

tunities.
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Talk, Text and Data For Just
$25/mo! The Power Of 3 5G
Networks, One Low Price!
Call Today and Get The Latest
iPhone Every Year On Us!
855-841-2894

Consumer Cellular - the same
reliable, nationwide coverage
as the largest carriers. No long-
term contract, no hidden fees
and activation is free. All plans
feature unlimited talk and text,
starting at just $20/month.
For more information, call
1-833-353-2982

DEBT HELP
Inflation is at 40year highs.
Interest rates are way up.
Credit Cards. Medical Bills. Car
Loans. Do you have $10k or
more in debt? Call NATIONAL
DEBT RELIEF and find out
how to pay off your debt for
significantly less than what
you owe! FREE quote: Call
1-844-262-5602

DONATIONS (VEHICLES)
Donate your car, truck, boat,
RV and more to support our
veterans! Schedule a FAST,
FREE vehicle pickup and
receive a top tax deduction!
Call Veteran Car Donations at
1-833-984-2146 today!

GOT AN UNWANTED CAR???
DONATE IT TO PATRIOTIC
HEARTS. Fast free pick up.

Patriotic Hearts’ programs
help veterans find work or
start their own business.
Call 24/7: 1-833-485-3141.

Get a break on your taxes!
Donate your car, truck, or SUV
to assist the blind and visually
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-
cost vehicle pickup and secure
a generous tax credit for 2025.

Call Heritage for the Blind

Today at 1-877-581-3053!

FOOD SERVICES
When you want the best, you
want Omaha Steaks! 100%
guaranteed and delivered
to your door! Our Butcher's
Deluxe Package makes a great
gift and comes with 8 FREE
Burgers ONLY $99.99. Call
1-877-395-9131 and mention
code 77318CZL or visit www.
omahasteaks.com/Deluxe9671

Omaha Steaks Wines. 12
world class wines (and bonus
gifts) for ONLY $79.99 (plus
s/h.) Save $160! 12 new wine
selections plus a FREE $25
Omaha Steaks E-reward card
every three months. Cancel
anytime. 100% guarantee! Call
1-844-740-5945 and mention
code AGJF002 or visit www.
GetOSWine.com/sip169

HEALTH
Portable Oxygen Concentrator
May Be Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence and
mobility with the compact
design and long-lasting
battery of Inogen One.
Free information kit! Call
888-982-0374

Stroke and Cardiovascular
disease are leading causes
of death, according to the
American Heart Association.
Screenings can provide peace
of mind or early detection!
Contact Life Line Screening
to schedule your screening.
Special offer - 5 screenings for
just $149. Call 1-877-465-1309

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SunSetter. America’s Number
One Awning! Instant shade
at the touch of a button.
Transform your deck or patio
into an outdoor oasis. Up to
10-year limited warranty. Call
now and SAVE $350 today!
1-866-348-8793

NEED NEW WINDOWS?
Drafty rooms? Chipped or
damaged frames? Need
outside noise reduction? New,
energy efficient windows
may be the answer! Call for
a consultation & FREE quote
today. 1-833-890-2083. You
will be asked for the zip code of
the property when connecting.

Replace your roof with the
best looking and longest
lasting material — steel from
Erie Metal Roofs! Three styles
and multiple colors available.
Guaranteed to last a lifetime!
Limited Time Offer — up to 50%
off installation + Additional 10%
off install (for military, health
workers & 1st responders.)
Call Erie Metal Roofs:
1-888-306-0302

WARNING: Your home may
need new Siding, Windows
or Roofs. SAVE MONEY
before the hurricane drives
prices back up and its to late.
Huge Discounts & Financing
available. 800-350-0591 to
learn more.

Eliminate gutter cleaning
forever! LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-blocking
gutter protection. Schedule
a FREE LeafFilter estimate
today. 20% off Entire Purchase.
Plus 10% Senior & Military
Discounts. Call 1-866-329-2415

Call LeafGuard and say
goodbye to gutter cleaning
for good. No cleaning. No
leaking. No water damage.
No more ladder accidents.
Get LeafGuard today and
be protected for life. FREE

Filter

GUTTER
PROTECTION

20%

Your Entire Purchase*
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estimate. Financing available.
20% off total purchase
(Restrictions may apply.) Call
1-866-850-6999

HOME SERVICES
Prepare for power outages
today with a Generac Home
Standby Generator. Act now
to receive a FREE 5-Year
warranty with qualifying
purchase. Call 1-844-688-8576
today to schedule a free quote.
It's not just a generator. It's a
power move.

INSURANCE SERVICES
Up to $15,000.00 of
GUARANTEED Life Insurance!
No medical exam or health
questions. Cash to help
pay funeral and other final
expenses. Call Physicians
Life Insurance Company-
844-950-2448 or visit www.
Life55plus.info/kypress

DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 400
plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a discount
plan. Do not wait! Call now!
Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the
details! 1-855-900-7392 www.
dental50plus.com/26 #6258

INTERNET OFFERS
Choose EarthLink Fiber
Internet for speeds up to
5 Gigs, no data caps, no

throttling. Prices starting at
$54.95. Plus, a $100 gift card
when you make the switch.

Call 1-833-974-4780

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS
TOP CASH PAID FOR OLD
GUITARS! 1920-1980 Gibson,
Martin, Fender, Gretsch,
Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite,
Rickenbacker, Prairie State,
D’Angelico, Stromberg. And
Gibson Madolins/Banjos.
1-833-641-7011

SECURITY
HOME BREAK-INS take less
than 60 SECONDS. Don't wait!
Protect your family, your home,
your assets NOW for as little as
70¢ a day! Call 1-833-360-5407

SOCIAL SECURITY
YOU MAY QUALIFY for
disability benefits if you are
between 52-63 years old and
under a doctor’s care for a
health condition that prevents
@ CALL TODAY FOR A
FREE INSPECTION!
1-877-649-1190
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Seniors + Military

++ We offer financing that fits your budget!*

Pe

Promo: 285

+ See Representative for full warranty details. *One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. 1Subject to credit ap-
proval. Call for details. AR 366920923, AZ ROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, FL CBC056678, IA C127230, 1D RCE-51604, LA 559544,
MA 176447, MD MHIC111225, MI 262300173, 262300318, 262300328, 262300329, 262300330, 262300331, MN IR731804, MT 226192, ND
47304, NE 50145-22, 50145-23, NJ 13VH09953900, NM 408693, NV 86990, NY H-19114, H-52229, OR 218294, PA 179643, 069383, Rl GC-
41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, WA LEAFFNW822)Z, WV WV056912.

you from working for a year
or more. Call now!
1-833-641-6772

WATCHES
PAYING TOP CASH FOR
MEN’S SPORT WATCHES!
Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek
Phillppe, Heuer, Daytona, GMT,
Submariner and Speedmaster.
Call 1-833-641-6058

WRITERS WANTED
Become a Published Author.
We want to Read Your Book!
Dorrance Publishing-Trusted
by Authors Since 1920 Book

manuscript submissions
currently being reviewed.
Comprehensive Services:
Consultation, Production,
Promotion and Distribution
Call for Your Free Author's

Guide 1-855-209-2951 or visit

dorranceinfo.com/Kentucky

Looking for
a home?
Look in our classifieds section and

learn of great deals for you
and your family.

Raise your hand if you
want your business
to make LESS money
next year.

We didn’t think you would. Do
you need to successfully market
on a tight budget? Clark County

Classifieds has customizable
programs available to fit any budget.

DON'T WAIT!
Call TODAY
859-759-0580
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PUBLIC NOTICE

A second reading of a proposed ordinance amending the
Clark County Fiscal Court Budget for Fiscal Year 2025, to
include unanticipated receipts from Ad Val-Motor Vehicle Tax
in the amount of $25,000.00; Franchise Corp. in the amount of
$65,000.00; Occupational License in the amount of $175,000.00;
Insurance License Fee/Tax in the amount of $200,000.00; Net
Profit Fee/Tax in the amount of $50,000.00; Fee/Tax 911 in the
amount of $65,000.00; MOTAX Other Counties in the amount
of $20,000.00; Miscellaneous in the amount of $200,000.00;
and increasing the expenditures in the area of Occ/Net Profit
Tax Refunds in the amount of $30,000.00; FICA in the amount
of $30,000.00; EMS Service in the amount of $300,000.00;
Retirement in the amount of $185,000.00; Health Insurance in
the amount of $200,000.00; Contingent Appropriations in the
amount of $55,000.00; will be held on Tuesday, May 27, 2025 at
the Clark County Courthouse, 34 S. Main Street, Winchester, KY,
at 8:30 AM. Approval has been issued by the State Local Finance
Officer on May 14, 2025. A copy of the proposed ordinance with
full text is available for public inspection at the Office of the Clark
County Judge/Executive during normal business hours.
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