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MIDDLESBORO, KY— 
On Saturday night January 
25, 2025, Middlesboro Po-
lice began a search for an 
individual involved in an 
assault of a family mem-
ber.  This was after Officer 
Rossi had been dispatched 
to an Avondale residence 
over a 911 hang-up call 
around 8:40 pm.

As the officer arrived 
on the scene, two ve-
hicles were leaving the 
residence, a black Chevy 
Cruze and a light blue 
Chevrolet pickup truck.  
The officer was able to see 
a woman with her face 
covered in blood inside 
the Cruze.  A traffic stop 
was then made on the 
vehicle.  During the stop, 
Rossi states that the wom-
an began yelling for help 
and she was seen with 
several lacerations to her 

forehead, face, and nose.  
Her eye was swollen shut 
and she had a broken arm 
and finger.

The woman stated she 

and her cousin, 58-year-
old Quinlan Miracle Jr., 
argued when he became 
enraged, grabbed a base-
ball bat, and beat her with 
it.  She stated she was able 
to get away when Quinlan 
went into the kitchen, and 
she ran from the house to 
her car and left.  Quinlan, 
in the light blue truck, fled 
the scene when the victim 
was pulled over.

Middlesboro EMS 

arrived at the traffic stop 
and prepared the victim 
to be flown from the area 
to UT Hospital immedi-
ately. 

Middlesboro Officers 
investigated the Avondale 
address finding blood 
evidence in several areas, 
more of the victim’s 
bloody clothes, and the 
bat Miracle used in the 
attack.  An additional call 
stated that the pickup 
truck was seen driving 
through a yard avoiding 
police presence in the 
area.

On Sunday the 26th, 

a social media post was 
made looking for Miracle.  
Later on Sunday around 
3:00 pm Bell County 
Sheriff’s Deputies made 
contact with Miracle 
approximately 2 ½ miles 
down Highway 72 in the 
Hulen community where 
he tried to flee on foot, but 
was found a short time 
later.

Miracle was taken to 
Pineville Community 
Health Center emergency 
room by Bell County Sgt. 
Austin Poindexter after 
complaining of shortness 
of breath. Officer Rossi ar-
rived at the hospital, read 
Miracle his rights, and 
transported him to Bell 
County Detention Center 
after examination. 

Quinlan Miracle Jr. was 
charged with Attempted 
Murder.

Janet 
Gibson-Guy, 

APRN
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    Middlesboro Independent 
Appoints Interim Superin-
tendent The Middlesboro In-
dependent Board of Educa-
tion is pleased to announce 
the appointment of Dr. Jamie 
Johnson as Interim Superin-
tendent, effective February, 
1, 2025. 
    Dr. Johnson will lead the 
district during the transi-
tion period as the Board 
conducts a search for a 
permanent superintendent. 
Dr. Johnson brings 15 years 
of experience in education, 
including roles such as Chief 

Academic Officer, 
Director of Pupil 
Personnel, Educa-
tional Diagnostician, 
School Counselor, 
and elementary 
classroom teacher. 
    She is committed 
to ensuring a seam-
less transition and 
continued progress 
for the district during 
this interim period. 
“We are confident 
that Dr. Johnson will 
provide the leader-
ship and stability 

our district needs during 
this time of change,” said 
Teresa Brown, Board 
Chairman. Her expe-
rience and dedication 
to education and Mid-
dlesboro Independent 
Schools make her the 
ideal choice during this 
transition.” Dr. Johnson 
is not seeking the perma-
nent superintendent po-
sition and looks forward 
to assisting the district in 
finding its next leader.     
    “I am honored to step 
into this role and sup-

port the district during this 
important time. My goal is 
to maintain our momentum 
and ensure a smooth tran-
sition for our students, staff, 
and community.” 
    The Kentucky School 
Board Association (KSBA) 
will assist the district in the 
search for a permanent su-
perintendent at Middlesboro 
Independent School District. 
This process will be thorough 
and thoughtful, ensuring 
the selection of a candidate 
who aligns with the district’s 
vision and priorities.

Quinlan Miracle Jr.

Man charged with attempted murder

... he became enraged, 
grabbed a baseball bat, and 

beat her with it. 

Middlesboro Independent 
appoints Interim Superintendent

Communty saddened 
by the loss of Jailor 

Robin Venable
See full obituary on page 4


