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WASHINGTON — U.S. job-
less claim applications fell to 
their lowest level in two months 
last week as layoffs remain low 
despite mounting evidence of a 
softening labor market.

The number of Americans fil-
ing for unemployment benefits 
for the week ending Sept. 20 fell 
by 14,000 to 218,000, the Labor 
Department reported Thurs-
day. Analysts surveyed by the 
data firm FactSet had forecast 
235,000 new applications.

Though layoffs remain histor-
ically low, recent government 
data has raised concerns about 
the health of the American labor 
market, leading the Federal 
Reserve to cut its key interest 
rate by a quarter-point last week.

The rate cut is a sign that the 
central bank’s focus has shift-
ed quickly from inflation to jobs 
as hiring has ground nearly to 
a halt in recent months. Lower 
interest rates can spur growth 
and hiring as individuals and 
businesses benefit from reduced 
borrowing costs. The catch is 
that it can also exacerbate infla-
tion, which remains above the 
Fed’s 2% target.

Stubborn inflation could 
make future interest rate deci-
sions tricky for the Fed, whose 
dual mandate is to support full 
employment in the labor market 
while keeping inflation at bay.

Earlier this month, the Bureau 
of Labor Statistics issued a mas-
sive preliminary revision of U.S. 
job gains for the 12 months end-
ing in March, revealing that the 
labor market has not been as 
strong as previously thought.

The BLS’s revised figures 
showed that U.S. employers 
added 911,000 fewer jobs than 
originally reported in the 12 
months ending in March 2025. 

Job gains were shown to be 
tapering long before President 
Donald Trump rolled out his 
far-reaching tariffs on U.S. trad-
ing partners in April.

The department issues the 
revisions every year, with final 
revisions due in February of 
2026.

The updated figures came 
after the agency reported ear-
lier this month that the econo-
my generated just 22,000 jobs 
in August, well below the 80,000 

economists were expecting.
Earlier this month, the gov-

ernment repor ted that U.S. 
employers advertised 7.2 mil-
lion job openings at the end of 
July, the first time since April 
of 2021 that there were more 
unemployed Americans than job 
postings.

The July employment report, 
which showed job gains of just 
73,000 and included huge down-
ward revisions for June and 
May, sent financial markets spi-

raling and prompted Trump to 
fire the head of the BLS, which 
compiles the monthly data.

The various labor market 
reports have bolstered fears that 
Trump’s erratic economic poli-
cies, including the unpredictable 
taxes on imports, have created 
so much uncertainty that busi-
nesses are reluctant to hire.

The four-week average of 
claims, which softens some of 
the weekly volatility, declined 
by 2,750 to 237,500.

The total number of Ameri-
cans collecting unemployment 
benefits for the previous week 
of Sept. 13 inched down by 
2,000 to 1.93 million.

Weekly applications for job-
less benefits are considered 
representative of layoffs and 
have mostly settled in a his-
torically low range between 
200,000 and 250,000 since the 
U.S. began to emerge from the 
COVID-19 pandemic nearly 
four years ago.

Fewer Americans file for jobless benefits despite signs of a slowing labor market
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“Now Hiring” sign is displayed at a retail store in Schaumburg, Ill. on Sept. 18.

CALL 1-800-599-1771 OR EMAIL: 

Miss a day. Miss a lot.
Herald Ledger
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Buy and Sell across Western Kentucky & Southern Illinois. 

H SATURDAY, OCTOBER 25th, 2025 @ 10:00 A.M.

TERMS OF AUCTION: 15% good faith deposit due on day of sale with the balance due in
45 days. 10% buyer premium added to final bid and included in the total contract price.
DIRECTIONS From I 24 Paducah Exit 7: Exit on Lone Oak Road going southwest toward
town, go approximately 1.2 miles to third traffic light. Turn right on Berger Road then right on
Stonebrook approximately one-quarter mile. Follow street as it goes left then take the first right.
House is second on right, sitting on a small hill. Approximately .24-acre yard. Signs posted.

Il. Auct. Lic. # 441.001140
In. Auct. Lic # AU10400042

270.444.0031
3250 Key Drive

Paducah, KY 42003

H 905 STONEBROOK COURT, PADUCAH, KY 42003

HOME WITH 2 BEDROOMS & 2 BATHS
SITUATED IN STONEBROOK ESTATES.

ATTRACTIVE & QUIET NEIGHBORHOOD!

ABSOLUTE AUCTION

ATTENTION HOMEBUYERS & INVESTORS!

FREDDIE J. MORRIS ESTATE

KY 4200aducah, KK

HOA IN
EFFECT

COLSONSELLS.COM

Ky. Auct. Lic # P939
Ky. RE Lic # 58391

LOCATION! LOCATION! LOCATION! AUCTION HELD ONSITE!

SHOWINGS BY APPOINTMENT

TERMS OF AUCTION: Cash, credit card, or check day of sale with proper ID.
10% buyer premium added to final bid. DIRECTIONS From I 24 Paducah Exit
3 & Cairo Rd.: Head west on KY-305 W/Cairo Rd. / Old Cairo Rd. Passing
Olivet Church Rd. +/- 1.2 miles arriving at auction site on left. Signs posted.

ATTENTION COLLECTORS! GENERAL PUBLIC INVITED!
LARGE COLLECTION OF SPORTS MEMORABILIA!

COLSONSELLS.COMFOR MORE INFO VISIT

SELLING: VEHICLES, HUGE +/- 40
YEAR COLLECTION OF SPORTS
MEMORABILIA, BASEBALL CARDS,
FOOTBALL, BASKETBALL, NASCAR,
AUTOGRAPHS, NEW CLOTHING,
FITTED SPORTS HATS, MISC.
COLLECTIBLES & MORE

ABSOLUTE AUCTION
FREDDIE J. MORRIS ESTATE

H SATURDAY, OCTOBER 18th, 2025 @ 10:00 A.M.
H AUCTION HELD @ BLONDIE’S ANTIQUES &

COLLECTIBLES LOCATED AT 6180 CAIRO RD.
PADUCAH, KY. 42001 OFF OF EXIT 3 & I-24.

MORE ITEMS
WILL BE
ADDED

LIVE ON-SITE IN PERSON! RAIN OR SHINE!

0150 GARAGE /ESTATE 
SALES

Yard Sale
Fri & Sat 8am-6pm

3129 Alpha Dr, Paducah

0200 EMPLOYMENT

COMPANIONS NEEDED
job is for 5 Days a Week – 5
Hours per Day – Salary is $30
per Hour. clean record, good
recommendations, mobile, with
many skills for more details
about the position. email me
(manuelandrea062@gmail.com
).

We are seeking a reliable and
professional driver to assist
with transportation needs. This
role is ideal for an experienced
driver who values safety,
punctuality, and excellent
service.

Requirements:
• 5–10 years of driving
experience
• Clean driving record
• Reliable, professional, and
courteous
Details:
• $30/hour
• Flexible schedule
To apply, send your city, phone
number, and resume to
(mcdonalcharles712@gmail.co
m).

0900 LEGALS

McCracken County Board of
Educationʼs Annual Financial
Report is available at
https://bit.ly/MCPSAFR in com-
pliance with KRS 160.463.


