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Book publishers see surging interest in US core documents

Declaration of
Independence,
Constitution not
confined to
classrooms now

BY HILLEL ITALIE
AP NATIONAL WRITER

NEW YORK — When Ran-
dom House Publisher Andrew
Ward met recently with staff
editors to discuss potential
book projects, conversation
inevitably turned to current
events and the Trump admin-
istration.

“It seemed obvious that we
needed to look back to the
country’s core documents,”
Ward said. “And that we want-
ed to get them out quickly.”

On Wednesday, Random
House announced that it
would publish a hardcover
book in July combining the
Declaration of Independence
and the U.S. Constitution, fol-
lowed in November by a hard-
cover edition of the Federalist
Papers. Both books include
introductions by Pulitzer
Prize-winning historian Jon
Meacham, who has written
biographies of Thomas Jef-
ferson and Andrew Jackson
among others.

The Random House vol-
umes, released through its
Modern Library imprint, will
join a prolific market that has
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ment with enough power to
rule effectively, without giv-
ing it the kind of monarchical
authority that enraged the col-
onies.

Reading the Declaration
and other texts, he believes,
can give today’s public a simi-
lar sense of mission and guid-
ing principles.

“It is a tumultuous moment
... to put it kindly,” Meacham
said. “One way to address the
chaos of the present time,
what Saint Paul would call the
‘tribulations’ of the present
time, is to re-engage with the
essential texts that are about
creating a system that is still
worth defending.”

The Modern Library books
will have many competitors.
The 18th century documents
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A 1776 broadside printing of the Declaration of Independence is displayed at the Museum of the
American Revolution in Philadelphia on June 17,2019.

surged in recent months.
According to Circana, which
tracks around 85% of the print
retail market, editions of the
Declaration of Independence,
the Federalist Papers and the
U.S. Constitution are selling
at their fastest pace since Cir-
cana began compiling num-
bers in 2004.

Around 162,000 combined
copies have sold through mid-
April, compared to 58,000
during the same time period
the year before and around
33,000 in 2023. Sales were

around 92,000 in the early
months of Trump’s first term,
in 2017, more than double the
pace of 2016.

Brenna Connor, a book
industry analyst for Cir-
cana, said the jump “is like-
ly in response to the recent
change of administration”
and cited increased interest
in other books about democ-
racy and government, among
them Timothy Snyder’s “On
Tyranny” and the Michael
Lewis-edited “Who Is Gov-
ernment?” a collection of

essays about civil servants
by Dave Eggers, Geraldine
Brooks, Sarah Vowell and
others.

“This pursual of political
understanding is playing out
in a few different areas,” Con-
nor added.

Meacham, during a recent
phone interview with The
Associated Press, said that
the founders had sought to
make sense of a revolution-
ary era — whether breaking
with England or debating
how to form a federal govern-

all are in the public domain,
can be read for free online
and anyone can publish them.
According to Circana, popular
editions have been released
by Skyhorse, Penguin, Barnes
& Noble and others.

“We generally see increased
sales of editions of the Dec-
laration of Independence and
the Constitution every elec-
tion cycle, but particularly
this year,” said Shannon DeVi-
to, Barnes & Noble’s senior
director of book strategy.
“This could be because next
year marks the 250th anni-
versary of the Declaration of
Independence,” she said, “or
the fast and furious current
political conversations and
policy changes.”
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CALL 1-800-599-1771 OR EMAIL: classifieds@paducahsun.com
LOG ON TO CREATE YOUR OWN: PaducahSun.com (click Classifieds at the top of the page)
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Herald ledger Merrorouss )
Sell across Western Kentucky & Southern lllinois.
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Director of Development, Col-
lege of Humanities and Fine
Arts (HFA) and Honors College
Application Deadline: 5/1/2025
To apply please visit:
https://www.murraystatejobs.co
m/postings/12021
Murray State is an equal edu-
cation and
employment opportunities,
Vets/Disabled employer.
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Local contractor seeking
qualified DBE, MBE & WBE
subcontractors & suppliers for
work relating to civil construc-
tion in the Western Kentucky
area. Email info@yecllc.com
or call 270-247-1400 to
request information regarding
the project.
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www.burgesswaterwellsinc@gmail.com
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Latest New Technigues In

Water Systems, Well Drilling
Pumps & Supplies, Water Filters,
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“Our Customers are No. 1!”

BURGESS

WATER WELLS & SUPPLIES
www.burgesswaterwells.net

270-247-6658
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SALES e SERVICE » WELL REPAIR

Alan Burgess

95 State Route 131
Mayfield, KY
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Irrigation Wells
and Geothermal.
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