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Opinion

Understanding
addiction as a
chronic condition
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To deepen our
understanding of addiction
and explore the many
pathways to healing,
the Oldham County
Cooperative Extension
service and community
partners are inviting
community members to
a powerful presentation
by Alex Elswick, a leading
researcher and advocate
in recovery education and
advocacy on Tuesday, July
8 from noon to 2 p.m.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

ON DEFINITIONS
Dear Editor,
For those that decry
the lack of a definition for
“data center,” I suggest
they Google the definition
of “library.”
E. W. Hoelscher, La
Grange

TIMETO TURN DOWN
THE TEMPERATURE
Recently, some of the

back and forth on social
media between Oldham
residents and public
officials has gotten a

bit too heated, mostly
centered around data
center decision-making
and its transparency.

On one hand, the
closed-door meetings
between business
investors and our local
public officials, some of
which have been found
by the Attorney General’s
office to have been illegal,
have not engendered
trust. The complexity
and long-standing lack
of transparency by
our general assembly
on Budget and
Appropriations & Revenue
bills, which this session
led to a last-minute
expansion of the state’s
tax incentives for data

centers, only exacerbates
the community’s lack of
trust. Finally, an appeal
will be heard June 19 at
9 a.m. of the county’s
handling of WHP’s
pursuit of a Private
Utility designation,
which exists in every
zoning classification in
the county, for a data
center. Choosing this
approval process, rather
than going through a full
rezoning process after

a moratorium passes
allowing the county to
update its ordinances, has
fed into public suspicion
of their willingness to be
regulated.

On the other, the
discourse concerning
the costs and benefits of
additional data centers in
Oldham County, which
already includes at least
two, has too often become
divorced from context
and fact-based decision-
making. Data centers
range from small facilities
under 5000 square feet,
with no external noise or
generators, which even
neighbors would have
trouble distinguishing
from a storage building,
to hyperscale facilities
like the Highway 53

proposal with millions of
square feet under roof,
and hundreds of industrial
grade diesel generators.
These distinctions are
often left out of the
discourse.

There are substantial
risks of nuisance from
unregulated hyperscale
data centers, the most
prominent being noise
(continuous and burst),
visual impact from
warehouse structures,
some local air pollution
from on-site energy
generation and heat
production. None of
these risks, if facilities
are responsibly sited,
scaled and regulated,
pose a realistic risk to
the long-term flourishing
of our children, or our
community and its
character.

While Oldham County
has the highest income
and education levels in
Kentucky, it also has
the highest property tax
rates of any Kentucky
county, and a number
of government services
in need of increased
funding. The discussion of
negatives of data centers
often omits the fact that
four northern Virginia

counties (Loudon,
Falls Church, Fairfax,
Arlington) with among
the highest density of
data centers in the US
are also in the top 10
counties in the US for
average income. While
employment related to
the federal government
in Washington, D.C. is
the main driver of that,
the presence of data
centers has not only been
permitted, but embraced
and regulated in ways
that can be instructive by
these well-informed and
experienced populaces
over the past two decades.

I ask that all
sides turn down the
temperature. Embrace
public feedback and
cooperative participation
in a fact-based, rational
process of deciding what
our community looks
like going forward, and
focus upon what practical
ordinances can best
assure that any business
that seeks to join our
community does so in a
way that is maximally,
mutually beneficial.

Let’s continue making
Oldham great together,

Lance Pearson, Ph.D,

Pewee Valley
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Elswick combines mental disability.
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Letters to the Editor should include your name,
address and a phone number where you can be reached
for verification. Letters should be limited to 500 words.
The Era reserves the right to edit all letters for clarity,
style and taste. The Era restricts publication of multiple
letters on the same topic from the same author to two
letters and one per every 30 days. The Era also reserves
the right to hold all letters considered libelous or in poor
taste. Letters do not necessarily reflect the opinions of

the Era staff.

ADVERTISING

SUBMITTED ITEMS

Ad deadlines are noon Monday unless there is a holiday.
Kentuckiana ads are due by 4 p.m. a week prior to publication.

Any submitted obituaries, news, photos and community
page items must be at the Era office by noon Monday for

POLICIES AND PROCEDURES

that week’s publication.
CORRECTIONS

The Era will publish a correction of any error that it is made
aware of. The paper will also make clarification of facts
that may be misconstrued. The paper strives for accuracy,
fairness and clarity in its coverage of Oldham County.




