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Lady Colonels will be 
looking for redemption 
throughout the 2025 
season. 2024 was the 
first year the Lady Col-
onels failed to make the 
regional championship 
since 2018.

Oldham County head 
coach Chris Lashley has 
learned from the mis-
takes last year and hopes 
to have his returning 
players continue to use 
last year as motivation to 
get better. Lashley has 
made defense a focal 
point over the offseason 
to help get back to the 
regional championship.

“We’ve  a l l  lear ned 
from our mistakes last 
year, so we’ve all grown 
on that, and we’re real-
ly working a lot towards 
defense this year,” Lash-
ley said. “This is the first 
year since I’ve been here 
that we’ve really grind-
ed it out on defense, 
working on really defen-
sive plays and stuff like 
that .  We’re going to 
really work hard on our 
defense this year. We’ll 
be young, but we’ll be 
very athletic.”

The Lady Colonels 
enter the 2025 season 
with only two seniors on 
the team, Jozie Lashley 
and Devyn Collins. Lash-
ley will be counting on 
his younger players to 
step up, but he’s seen 
Jozie and Collins really 
take leadership of the 
team.

“They’re both verbal-
ly great team leaders,” 
Lashley said. “Jozie is 
more of a do it, follow 
me and follow my ways. 
Devyn is good at pump-
ing up the team, get-
ting them excited and 
keeping them motivated 
all the time in practice. 
They work really hard 
for their senior year.”

Jozie sees her and Col-
lins’ leadership as a good 
balance for the team.

“I’m more of a lead by 
example, not as vocal, 
and  Devyn  i s  mor e 
vocal and uplifting and 
encouraging through 
her voice,” Jozie said. “I 
think us two being cap-
tains is really good for 
our team, because we’ve 
got an equal balance. We 
both kind of even each 
other out.”

Joz ie  was  the  ace 
pitcher for the team 
last year. She star ted 
13 games and pitched a 
team-high 139.1 innings 
while striking out 113 
batters. Jozie finished 
the year with a 2.16 ERA. 
Jozie played travel ball 
over the summer against 
some of the best compe-
tition in the nation but 
has dealt with shoulder 
recovery over the offsea-
son. She feels prepared 
going into this season.

“Last year, my shoul-
der  was hur t ing me 
pretty good,” Jozie said. 
“Towards the end of the 
season, it kind of defi-
nitely held me down, 

but this year, I think I’m 
going to have a lot more 
stamina, a lot more con-
fidence. It’s my senior 
year. I don’t really have 
anything to lose, just go 
out, play and have fun.”

Along with Jozie, soph-
omore Kailyn Claybern 
and freshman Laken 
Nimmo will be in the 
circle to pitch. Claybern 
pitched 41.1 innings with 
37 strikeouts last year 
while Nimmo pitched 
7.1 innings. Lashley feels 
like both of them will be 
able to fit right into the 
rotation for his team.

“We’ve been going 
two days a week, doing 
pitchers and catchers 
only, and they pitched a 
ton in JV,” Lashley said. 
“Luckily, Laken was able 
to pitch a lot in freshman 
too, so she’ll be ready to 
step right in there and 
go as well. We’ve also 
got Kennedy Dennison 
this year. She’s a junior. 
She pitched JV last year. 
She’s really been work-
ing hard, and she looks 
really strong right now. 
She’s hitting her spots 
great.”

Jozie, at the plate, is 
the best statistical hit-
ter coming back for the 
Lady Colonels. Out of 
returning players, she is 
the leader in hits, home 
runs, RBIs and batting 
average. Lashley has 
seen her grow a lot at 
the plate over the offsea-
son.

“She’s really grown 
a lot as far as being 
patient, letting the game 
come to her a little bit 
more, absorbing the sit-
uations and feeding of f 
her teammates,” Lashley 
said. “I think she’s going 
to have an exciting year.”

Collins’ batting aver-
age was .417, second 
among returning play-
ers. She had 35 hits to 
go along with 25 RBIs on 
the season. Collins has 
worked a lot in the of f-
season to continue to get 
better at hitting, compet-
ing against some of the 

top travel teams, but she 
is continuing to make 
strides on the defensive 
side of softball.

“I ’ve been working 
off the tee, even off the 
machine has been a 
great help to myself and 
my teammates,” Collins 
said. “Last year, we had 
a really strong outfield. 
I think we’ll have that 
this year as well with me 
and Jozie out there and 
even some younger girls 
as well. Our infield has 
been rock solid. They 
take those hard ground 
balls like it’s nothing. 
The of fseason work we 
put in has been a great 
help to lead our team 
into that good defensive 
and offensive stride that 
we work for every year.”

This is Collins’ second 
year at Oldham County, 
coming over from South 
Oldham. She has real-
ly enjoyed her time as 
a Lady Colonel and has 
developed strong bonds 
with her coaches and 
teammates.

“That’s something that 
I’ve been able to lean on, 
not just by the older girls 
from last year, but the 
younger girls as well,” 
Collins said. “I’ve just 
gotten to learn the team 
styles and just how they 
run things at OC. I’ve 
had to learn a lot these 
past two years. I think 
I’m finally getting to that 
point where I have that 
leadership role but also 
keeping myself responsi-
ble along the way.”

Oldham County will 
also return one of its 
top hitters from last 
year in junior Aubrey 
Batts. Batts was third 
on the team last year in 
hits while hitting a .398 
average.  She ear ned 
16 walks last year, sec-
ond most on the team, 
while also striking out 
the least from someone 
who played 25 or more 
games. Batts is coming 
straight into softball sea-
son after finishing bas-
ketball season.

“I’ve told Aubrey this 
before, but she’s some-
one I really look up to 
simply because of the 
hard work and dedica-
tion she puts in,” Col-
lins said. “I know when 
I was a multi-sport ath-
lete, I did not put that 
much work into it. That 
just shows how dedicat-
ed she is, and the hard 
work does pay of f for 
her. She goes into bas-
ketball season, knocks 
that out. She goes right 
into softball season, and 
she shows out.”

Lashley  is  exci ted 
to get Batts back after 
basketball season and 
knows it gets her into 
shape to start the year. 
He considers Batts a vet-
eran, because she has 
been with the program 
since seventh grade.

“She hasn’t  missed 
that much, really, and 
the good thing is, they’re 
al l  such a t ight -knit 
group of girls that play 
for each other,” Lashley 
said. “As soon as she 
gets here, she’ll be right 
back in the mix.”

The Lady Colonels 
will also get two power 
hitters back in juniors 
Bekah Townsend and 
Sydney Wir th. Lashley 
wants them to be steady 
throughout the year and 
continue to grow as play-
ers.

“I f  [Townsend and 
Wirth] just play steady 
ball, we’re going to have 
a great season,” Lashley 
said. “If they just go out 
there and play and do 
their thing and just keep 
developing and growing 
as players, we’re going 
to have a good team this 
year.”

Jozie works out and 
lifts with Townsend and 
has done so for the past 
three years. She has 
seen a lot of growth from 
her over the years.

“ [ T o w n s e n d ]  h a s 
always had a really good 
bat, but I think this year 
she’s really taken her lift-
ing and everything very 

seriously, because she 
knows she’s going to be 
one of the bigger players 
on our team this year,” 
Jozie said. “Bekah is 
very much a good lead-
er. She’s always been 
that, even as a sopho-
more, so we definitely 
look to her as one of our 
leaders, even though 
she’s not a senior. Me 
and Devyn def in i te -
ly both look at her like 
she’s a senior, and she’s 
definitely a core leader 
of our team.”

Having a younger team 
this year, Jozie has seen 
players like Wir th and 
Nimmo step up over the 
of fseason, along with 
sophomores Kayla Car-
tledge and Clayber n. 
Jozie has also seen fresh-
man Natalie Cheatham 
and eighth grader Leah 
Oberholtzer grow a lot 
and expects them to 
show up when the team 
needs them.

“ I  th ink  us  be ing 
young, I  don’t  think 
it’s going to hur t us, 
because we work ver y, 
ver y hard,” Jozie said. 
“We just have to get set-
tled into that role play-
ing at the varsity level, 
just being able to deal 
with that outside noise 
and everything. I think 
being young is going 
to help us. We’re going 
to be quick, and I think 
we’ll have to have a lot 
of grit.”

Collins feels like soph-
omores Lori Edgar and 
Madilynn Brown will 
have a big impact on the 
team as well with having 
strong arms and position 
flexibility.

“People think that hav-
ing a younger team is a 
weakness, but for us, it’s 
a strength,” Collins said. 
“Our girls are very hard 
working…There are also 
some girls that work 
ver y hard. I think just 
having that big group 
of younger girls is very 
strong for this season, 
but upcoming seasons 
as well, it gives us some-

thing to look forward to 
and just something to 
count on, knowing that 
these girls will have that 
varsity experience and 
get to challenge them-
selves a little more this 
season.”

O l d h a m  C o u n t y ’ s 
opening game will be 
at the Boone County 
Lady Rebels on Tues-
day, March 18 at 6 p.m. 
Lashley balanced out the 
schedule this year, so his 
team isn’t worn down by 
the end of the season.

“We’ve kind of bal-
anced it out a little bit 
more,”  Lashley said. 
“Whereas last year, we 
were playing as many 
top 10 teams as  we 
could, and by the time 
we got to the end of the 
season, we were a lit-
tle bit worn out. We’ve 
learned from that. We 
set the schedule a little 
bit dif ferently, and it’s 
going to be exciting to 
watch these girls grow.”

Going into their senior 
seasons, Jozie hopes that 
her and Collins leave 
Oldham County Softball 
better than when they 
got there. Jozie wants 
her time as a Lady Col-
onel to be remembered 
positively.

“ I  t h i n k  m e  a n d 
Devyn definitely look at 
it as we want to be the 
senior leaders that are 
looked up to, like, ‘hey, 
our senior leaders were 
really good last year, 
so you guys need to fill 
in Devyn and Jozie’s 
role,’ ” Jozie said. “Me 
and Devyn, obviously, 
have four more years 
of softball to play, but 
high school is definite-
ly going to be the core 
memories of softball for 
us. We want to make a 
postseason run for sure. 
Our goal is obviously to 
be region champions, 
but we just have to work 
every day to get 1% bet-
ter every day.”

Being in her second 
year at Oldham County, 
Collins wants to leave a 
mark as someone who 
grew and developed her 
game, and people can 
see that growth.

“I struggled a lot in my 
beginning years of soft-
ball, but these last two 
years, in my final sea-
son at OC, I just hope to 
make an impact, show-
ing that we got to this 
point,” Collins said. “We 
did what we needed to 
do, all that hard work 
paid of f. The ultimate 
goal for us is to get to 
that state tournament 
and be the Region Eight 
Champs. We had our 
chance last year. We 
struggled a little bit, but 
I think this year, that 
brought us more prepa-
ration, and it just got us 
more fired up and want-
ing to win that region 
title. It’s just something 
for us to look forward to 
as seniors but also some-
thing to look back on in 
the future.”

Young Lady Colonels softball hopes to get back to state tournament
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Oldham County senior Jozie Lashley throws a pitch in a 2024 game.

Oldham County  jun ior 
Aubrey Batts answered the 
9-0 run with two free throws 
and a putback. Jarrard made 
a putback of her own to end 
the third quarter, giving the 
Lady Bearcats a 59-25 lead.

To star t the four th quar-
ter,  DaSilva made a mid-
range shot before Anderson 
County eighth grader Anna 
Rhody made a layup. Wood 
made a layup before working 
the post and hitting another 
layup for her final bucket as 
a Lady Colonel with just over 
two minutes left in the game.

Oldham County freshman 
Hallee Doelker scored the 
last point of the game on a 
free throw. Anderson County 
won 61-32.

Hook wants to steady what 
his team r uns throughout 
next season. He threw a lot at 
his young team and wants to 
pin down the identity going 
into next year. Hook has seen 
senior Li l ly Newcom and 

Haley Wood make a huge 
impact on the younger girls 
and the program. Hook wants 
them to know when they 
hang banners that they are a 

big reason why.
“I  was their third head 

coach for  both of  them, 
and they both pushed real-
ly hard,” Hook said. “They 

made us tougher and better 
ever y practice, ever y day. I 
just can’t say enough about 
both those young women. 
They’re going to be success-

ful in ever ything they do. 
Lilly wants to be an engi-
neer, and Haley is a gover-
nor scholar. These are two 
incredible people. We get 
caught up in points a lot of 
time, but I’m just thrilled I 
get to coach doctors and 
lawyers and engineers and 
teachers and mothers. We 
have great people.”

Hook wants Newcom and 
Wood to know that they left 
the program better than they 
found it.

“When they go on, if they 
choose to have a family and 
daughters of their own, I 
hope this experience helps 
their life,” Hook said. “When 
they overcome adversity, 
they take the lessons they’ve 
learned, good and bad here, 
and they take it with them. I 
think athletes are the most 
successful  people  in  our 
society. I think they’re going 
to take a lot of the lessons 
that Haley and Lilly have 
learned, and they’re going to 
apply it to being successful 
young women. They’re going 
to make this countr y, as a 
whole, a lot better.”
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Oldham County eighth grader Kayla DaSilva shoots a shot in a 61-32 loss to Anderson County in the 
first round of the Eighth Region Tournament.


