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A large amount of 
rain in a short amount 
of time led to flash 
flooding in areas across 
the county Sunday.

Streets in Beaver 
Dam and  McHenry 
were heavily hi t  as 
the rain fell hard and 
quickly mid-morning.

Beaver Dam Fire 
Chief David Stevens 
said they had a couple 
o f  c a l l s  o f  peop l e 
b e i n g  s t r a n d e d  i n 
their vehicles due to 
high water and as the 
morning progressed the 
water seemed to get 
worse, he said.

S tevens  sa id  the 
South Lafayette and 
Taylor Street areas had 
large amounts of water, 
“pretty close to waist 
high” and units were 
sent to assist residents 
i n  t h a t  a r e a .  F o u r 
residents, including a 
100-year-old woman 
who he said was on 
home oxygen,  were 
removed from their 
home by boat around 
10 a.m.

“We didn’t  make 

i t  a  m a n d a t o r y 
evacuation. It wasn’t 
a  l i f e - t h r e a t e n i n g 
issue,” Stevens said. 
“If someone wanted to 
get out, we were there 
to help. The majority 
of the residents wanted 
to stay and that was 
perfectly fine.”

It was some of the 
worst flooding he said 
he had ever seen in 
that area, but that is to 
be expected with that 
amount of rain in such 

a short amount of time.
According to the 

N a t i o n a l  We a t h e r 

Service, a total of four 

Four Ohio County 
teens sprang into action 
in McHenry Sunday to 
save one man’s four-
legged friend.

Over five inches of 
rain fell in McHenry 
Sunday leading to flash 
flooding in the area. 
Michael Taylor along 
with Ethan and Jeff Chinn 
noticed the dog bobbing 
up and down in the water 
for several minutes and 
alerted Leo Hatton, Ben 
Hayes and Timmy and 
Tommy Goff who went 
into the water to save it. 

The boys could only 
see the dog’s nose bobbing 
in and out of the water. 
They said the water was 
deep and the dog was 
scared of them at first, but 
they were successful in 

pulling it from the water. 
The owner was not 

home at the time of 
the incident, but later 

showed the boys his 
appreciation.
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A  w o m a n  w a s 
arrested last week on 
child abuse charges and  
admitted to several of the 
allegations following an 
investigation by the Ohio 
County Sheriff’s Office, 
according to a release 
from Sheriff Tracy Beatty. 

On June 23, the Ohio 
County Sheriff’s Office 
began  inves t iga t ing 
allegations of child abuse 
in which it was determined 
that Cheryl Bartlett had 
been allegedly physically 
and mentally abusing her 
two children.

According to OCSO, 
Bartlett was interviewed 
a t  the  Ohio  County 
Detention Center where 
she reportedly admitted to 
several of the allegations.

She  was  cha rged 
with two counts of first-

degree criminal abuse 
(child 12 or under), two 
counts of third-degree 
criminal abuse (child 12 
or under), two counts 
of fourth-degree assault 
(child abuse), fourth-
degree assault (domestic 
violence) no visible injury, 
first-degree criminal 
abuse and intimidating 
a participant in the legal 
process. 

Woman charged with 
abusing her two children

State releases guidance on reopening schools
By Dana Brantley
editor@octimesnews.com

The state  released 
its long-awaited initial 
guidance for the opening 
of Kentucky schools this 
fall. 

Under the “Healthy 
at School” guidance, 
students will be required 
to wear masks, have their 

temperatures checked 
and keep a six-foot social 
distance from others in 
order to return to school 
for the upcoming school 
year, according to the 
guidance released by 
Gov. Andy Beshear’s 
office last Wednesday. 

Ohio County School 
Superintendent  Seth 
Southard said that the 

board has been in some 
discussion about the 
guidance, not at length 
as of yet. 

“Obviously, we need 
to  have many more 
discussions. There are 
all kinds of scenarios 
and options that could be 
utilized,” he said. “We 
have to come up with 
what we feel is best for 

our school district.”
Southard  sa id  the 

keyword for the next 
school year is going to 
be “flexibility.”

“We are going to have 
to be very flexible. We 
are going to have to be 
creative and be willing to 
have school potentially in 
multiple ways.”

While he is hopeful that 

Ohio County students 
can  have  school  in 
person, there is going 
to be times that school 
will potentially have to 
utilize non-traditional 
instruction for two or 
three weeks at a time 
throughout the year.

Under the previously 
approved 2020-21 school 
calendar, school is still 

scheduled to begin on 
Aug. 12. Southard said 
there is some discussion 
about postponing the start 
and he plans to talk to 
board members this week 
to determine if there will 
be any official changes to 
the calendar.

Under the guidance 
Schools
Continued on A-2

By Dana Brantley
editor@octimesnews.com

Those working in Ohio 
County may notice their 
paychecks are a little 
smaller this week. That 
is because the increase in 
the county’s occupational 
tax went into effect July 1.

In March, the Ohio 
County Fiscal Court voted 
4-2 to raise the county’s 
occupational tax by .25%.

Revenue generated 
from the increase will be 
used solely for the county’s 
911 dispatch center and  
fire departments.

According to Judge 
- E x e c u t i v e  D a v i d 
Johnston in an interview 
in March, the need for the 
increase became apparent 
months ago due to the 
loss of coal revenue and 
loss of tax from mine 

workers as well as other 
venue reductions related 
to the coal industry. 
That resulted in a nearly 
$600,000 budget shortfall. 

O t h e r  f a c t o r s 
con t r i bu t ing  t o  t he 
shortfall include the state’s 
mandatory increase in 
employees retirement tax 
as well as a raise in the cost 
of health insurance. Also, 
a fee on land line phones 
helps provide funding 
needed for 911 services, 
but with the decrease in the 
number of those lines due 
to cell phone use has led to 
the court having to look for 
other funding options.

Magistrates Joe Barnes 
and Sam Small were the no 
votes at the meeting. 

The court noted that 
the increase in the tax, for 
example, would amount to 
$1.25 on a $500 paycheck. 

Occupational 
tax increase goes 
into effect today

Cheryl Bartlett

Heavy rains cause flash flooding in county

Local teens rescue dog from flood waters

Leo Hatton, Ben Hayes, Timmy Goff and Tommy Goff helped pull 
this dog out of the water after flash flooding in McHenry Sunday. 
(Photo provided)

Vehicles drive through high water on U.S. Highway 231 in downtown 
Beaver Dam during Sunday’s flash flooding.  (Below) This refrigerator 
was left stranded in high water on Taylor Street in Beaver Dam 
Sunday after the large amount of rain. (Photos by Sonja Davis)

Flooding
Continued on A-2

A-1.indd   1 7/1/20   8:46 AM

Page B-3, April 9, 2025, Ohio County Times-News

Eagle fishers compete in March 29 tourney
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Ohio County High 
School’s bass fishing 
team had four boats 
compete in a the MLF 
Open tournament March 
29 at Kentucky-Barkley 
Lake at Gilbertsville.  A 
total of 81 boats were 
entered in the one-day 
affair, with 58 of those 
recording scores.

Jess Stevens’ anglers 
are scheduled to 
compete in a “practice” 
tournament this Saturday, 
April 12, at Lake Barkley 
on the same waters that 
will host the Region One 
championship on April 
26. Hancock County 
High School will host 
the Hancock Open the 
week before at the same 
site in a final tuneup for 
the regional.

Muhlenberg County’s 
duo of Levi Simms and 
Karson Stone took first 
in the March 29 tourney, 

catching five fish 
weighing in at 18 pounds 
three ounces, beating the 
second-place team by 
nearly four pounds. Ohio 
County’s top team on 
the day was Kash Black 
and Hunter Embry who 
placed 13th on three fish 
weighing eight pounds 
nine ounces.  

The OCHS duo of 
Tommy Martin and 
Zander Naue took 31st 
on one fish weighing four 
pounds eight ounces.

Other results included:  
2. Chesney/Lee 
(Central) 3 fish/14 lb. 7 
oz.; 3. Fooshee/Lovett 
(Marshall Co.) 5/14 
lb. 6 oz.; 4. McBrayer/
Wathen (Whitesville 
Trinity) 4/13 lb. 13 
oz.; 5. Bailey/Messina 
(Camdentown) 4/12 lb. 9 
oz.; 6. Fitzgerald/Pedley 
(Whitesville Trinity) 
5/12 lb. 6 oz.; 7. Geurin/

Newton (Calloway Co.) 
4/12 lb. 12 oz.; 8. Inverso/
Mizer (Kokosing 
Valley) 4/11 lb. 5 oz.; 
9. Melton/Shelton 
(Muhlenberg) 4/10 lb. 6 
oz.; 10. Bleskin/Hauser 
(Nazareth Academy) 
4/10 lb. 2 oz.; 11. Gibbs/
Ridgeway (Galatin) 3/10 
lb. 1 oz.; 12. Sizemore/
Wells (Powell Co.) 4/9 
lb. 5 oz.; 13. Black/
Embry (Ohio Co.) 3/8 
lb. 9 oz.; 14. Henderson/
Morris (Marshall) 3/8 
lb. 7 oz.; 15. Elliott/
Goodwin (Team Indiana-
Ohio) 3/7 lb. 4 oz.; 16. 
Dunkin/Marler (Graves 
Co.) 3/7 lb. 3 oz.; 17. 
Argo/Bradley (KL Bass 
Fishing) 3/6 lb. 14 oz.; 
18. Fauntleroy/Hembree 
(Muhlenberg) 2/6 lb. 11 
oz.; 19. Dority/Fitzhugh 
(Stewart Co.) 2/6 lb. 2 
oz; and 20. A. Mackey/L. 
Mackey (Marshall) 2/6 

lb. 2 oz. 
21. Harris/Heider 

(McCracken Co.) 2/6 lb. 
1 oz.; 22. Ferrell/Heider 
(McCracken) 1/5 lb. 13 
oz.; 23. B. Redden/T. 
Redden (Marshall) 3/5 
lb. 11 oz.; 24. Stamper/
Winstead (Graves) 2/5 
lb. 8 oz.; 25. Rudolph/
Ryan (Calloway) 2/5 lb. 
2 oz.; 26. W. Cali/N. Cali 
(Marmion Academy) 
2/5 lb.; 27. Clements/
Thomas (Union Co.) 1/4 
lb. 14 oz.; 28. Collins/
Jones (Union) 2/4 lb. 
13 oz.; 29. Callaway/
McAllister (Trigg 
Co.) 1/4 lb. 13 oz.; 30. 
Hughes/Moore (Trigg) 
2/4 lb. 8 oz.; 31. Martin/
Naue (Ohio) 1/4 lb. 8 
oz.; 32. Browning/Tyler 
(Muhlenberg) 2/4 lb. 5 
oz.; 33. Cates/Rhynerson 
(McCracken) 2/4 lb. 4 
oz.; 34. Davis/Miller 
(Bootheel Bassbusters) 

1/4 lb. 1 oz.; 35. Moore/
Shemwell (Muhlenberg) 
2/3 lb. 14 oz.; 36. Rhoads/
Rose (Muhlenberg) 1/3 
lb. 14 oz.; 37. Gibson/
Owen (Union) 2/3 lb. 
13 oz.; 38. Hayward/
Latham (Muhlenbeg) 1/3 
lb. 13 oz.; 39. Cope/Kidd 
(Marshall) 1/3 lb. 5 oz.; 
and 40. Ashley/Padgett 
(South Warren) 1/3 lb. 1 
oz.

41. Salyers/White 
(Union) 1/2 lb. 14 oz.; 
42. McGraw/Quarles 
(Trigg) 1/2 lb. 13 oz.; 
43. Crouch/Starks 
(Calloway) 1/2 lb. 12 
oz.; 44. Igleheart/Mills 
(Whitesville Trinity) 1/2 
lb. 10 oz.; 45. Crowder/
Schroack (Potomac 
River Bass) 1/2 lb . 
8 oz.; 46. Chandler/
Mallory (Muhlenberg) 
1/2 lb. 7 oz.; 47. B. 
Taylor/M. Taylor 
(Apollo) 1/2 lb. 6 oz.; 

48. Eubanks/Rickard 
(Muhlenberg) 1/2 lb. 4 
oz.; 49. Spears/Sullivan 
(McCracken) 1/2 lb. 4 
oz.; 50. Barnett/Nance 
(Calloway) 1/2 lb. 2 
oz.; 51. Gray/Mitchell 
(Marshall) 1/2 lb. 1 
oz.; 52. Griggs/Sheffer 
(Union) 1/2 lb. 1 oz.; 
53. Duncan/Thomas 
(Union) 1/2 lb.; 54. 
Overbey/Raney (Mt. 
Vernon Township) 1/1 
lb. 15 oz.; 55. Lewzader/
Wenzel (Marshall) 1/1 
lb. 14 oz.; 56. Carvalho/
Wiggins (Floyd Co.) 1/1 
lb. 13 oz.; 57. Hinton/
Payton (Apollo) 1 fish/
UA; and 58. Keltner/
Sims (South Warren) 1 
fish/UA.

The Ohio County 
boats of  Gavin Aubrey/
Jarrett Rininger and 
Colter Findley/Kaiden 
West did not record any 
catches on the day.

The Ohio County 
Middle School track team 
competed at two meets 
in March: the Hancock 
C o u n t y / B u r n s / O h i o 
County meet on 3/13 and 
the Hancock County/
Butler County meet on 
3/27. 

3/18 Boys Results–Boys 
100m Dash–1. Tristan 
Jewell (Burns) 12.19, 18. 
Ma’Kel Mandeville (OC) 
14.62, 20. Jace Ramey 
(OC) 14.72, 23. Brennon 
Thomas (OC) 15.42, 26. 
DreSean Bratcher (OC) 
16.88; Boys 200m Dash–
1. Wyatt Huff (Hancock) 
25.55, 20. Thomas (OC) 
31.87, 23. Bratcher (OC) 
36.72; Boys 400m Dash–1. 
Jonah Guadarrama (Burns) 
1:01.00, 2. Brennan 
Leszkai (OC) 1:02.78, 
13. Samuel Rachels (OC) 
1:32.00; Boys 800m Run–
1. Caleb Brennan (Burns) 
2:34.00, 8. Leszkai (OC) 
3:05.00, 9. Jaxton Overton 
(OC) 3:05.72, 17. Rachels 
(OC) 4:10.00; Boys 
4x100m Relay–1. Burns 
(50.49), 3. Ohio County 

(1:02.81); Boys 4x200m 
Relay–1. Burns (1:47.81), 
3. Ohio County (2:04.46); 
Boys High Jump–1. 
Braxtyn Brown (Burns) 
4-6, 2. Mandeville (OC) 
4-2 Overton (OC) 4-2, 5. 
Ramey (OC) 3-10.

3/18 Girls Results–
Girls 100m Dash–1. 
Mia McKenzie (Burns) 
13.09, 12. Sopia Matias 
(OC) 16.40, 15. Kiera 
Carter (OC) 16.52, 20. 
Haley Mattew (OC) 
17.83, 21. Maggie Nance 
(OC) 17.99, 22. Allison 
Lopez (OC) 18.02; Girls 
100m Dash–1. McKenzie 
(Burns) 28.94, 3. Ava 
Whittaker (OC) 31.59, 11. 
Matias (OC) 34.62, 17. 
Carter (OC) 37.72, 21. 
Lopez (OC) 40.78; Girls 
400m Dash–1. Kaylee 
Taul (Hancock) 1:09.80, 
2. Trenity Whittaker (OC) 
1:16.00, 5. Matthew (OC) 
1:31.00; Girls 800m Run–
1. Lola Falloway (Burns) 
2:48.00, 3. A. Whittaker 
(OC) 3:04.00, 4. Molly 
McKee (OC) 3:05.00; 
Girls 1600m Run–1. 

Falloway (Burns) 5:55.00, 
2. McKee (OC) 6:32.00; 
Girls 4x100m Relay–1. 
Burns (59.66), 3. Ohio 
County (1:02.82); Girls 
4x200 Relay–1. Burns 
(2:08.02), 2. Ohio County 
(2:10.64); Girls Discus–1. 
Kasey Estep (Hancock) 
57-7, 3. Nance (OC) 45-5, 
5. Morgan Cole (OC) 38-
7, 7. Amelia Cole (OC) 34-
0; Girls Shot Put–1. Estep 
(Hancock) 21-9, 2. Nance 
(OC) 21-2, 8. A. Cole 
(OC) 14-10, 9. M. Cole 
(OC) 13-2. 

3/27 Boys Results–Boys 
100m Dash–1. Wyatt 
Huff (Hancock) 12.15, 4. 
Leszkai (OC) 13.09, 10. 
Mandeville (OC) 14.28, 
11. Ramey (OC) 14.46, 
14. Thomas (OC) 14.81, 
17. Bratcher (OC) 16.79, 
19. Rachels (OC) 17.24; 
Boys 200m Dash–1. 
Huff (Hancock) 26.15, 
3. Leszkai (OC) 27.56, 
10. Ramey (OC) 32.44, 
13. Bratcher (OC) 36.99, 
14. Rachels (OC) 39.87; 
Boys 4x100m Relay–1. 
Hancock (53.50), 3. Ohio 

County (1:01.05); Boys 
4x200m–1. Hancock 
(1:51.93), 3. Ohio County 
(2:03.96); Boys High 
Jump–1. Aidan Elliott 
(Butler Co.) 4-4, 3. 
Mandeville (OC) 4-2. 

3/27 Girls Results–Girls 
100m Dash–1. Kenzie 
Sturgeon (Hancock) 14.00, 
2. Audrey Roe (OC) 14.06, 
3. T. Whittaker (OC) 15.02, 
10. Matias (OC) 16.24, 14. 
Carter (OC) 16.68, 17. 
Lopez (OC) 18.31; Girls 
200m Dash–1. Sturgeon 
(Hancock) 31.09, 7. A. 
Whittaker (OC) 33.92, 
10. Margarita Flores (OC) 
35.09, 11. Matias (OC) 
35.18, 14. Matthew (OC) 
37.02; Girls 400m Dash–1. 
Taul (Hancock) 1:11.75, 2. 
A. Whittaker (OC) 1:19.78, 
7. Matthew (OC) 1:35.46; 
Girls 800m Run–1. McKee 
(OC) 3:03.00; Girls 1600m 
Run–1. McKee (OC) 
6:27.00; Girls Discus–1. 
Kaylee Riley (Hancock) 
60-0, 5. Nance (OC) 45-2; 
Girls Shot Put–1. Scarlet 
Costello (Butler Co.) 26-6, 
4. Nance (OC) 19-10. 

OCMS track team competes in 
two meets at Hancock County

Scores: all games 
played at Preston Hood 
Athletic Complex in 
Fort Walton Beach, 
Fla.

3/30
OC 2-Louisville 

Assumption 11

OHIO COUNTY 
(3-2-1)  0 1 0  1 x–2  
3  2

ASSUMPTION 5 2 
4  x–11  6  2

WP–Bleemel (4.0 IP 
6 BB 4 K), LP–Camille 
Burden (0.2 IP 1 BB); 
***Offense–1B–Addy 
McMichael, Lacey 
Lee, Paislee Anderson; 
RBI–Anderson; SB–
Harmony Barrett; 
* * * P i t c h i n g – E m m a 
Messmann (0.2 IP 8 
BB 1 K).

3/31
OC 2–Mercy (KY) 3

OHIO COUNTY (3-
3-1)  0 0 0  2 0–2  2  0

MERCY  1 0 0  2 
x–3  5  1

WP–Ballou (5.0 IP 
1 BB 7 K), LP–Brylie 
Keown (4.0 IP 1 BB 1 
K); ***Offense–3B–
Lee; 1B–Barrett; RBI–
Barrrett; SB–Barrett, 
Keown. 

4/1
OC 13–Bath County 

(KY) 0

OHIO COUNTY (4-
3-1)  1 3 6  3 X–13  9  0

BATH COUNTY  0 
0 0  0 0–0  1  9

W P – M e s s m a n n 
(5.0 IP 4 BB 12 K), 
LP–Pitcher name 

N/A (4.0 IP 2 BB 
3 K); ***Offense–
HR–McMichael 2; 
3B–Messmann; 2B–
Kynlee Barker; 1B–
Brylee Camp, Mia 
Freels, Barrett, Thea 
Adkins, Burden; RBI–
McMichael 5, Camp 
2, Adkins, Burden, 
Barker; HBP–Neely 
Bishop; SB–Freels, 
Barrett. 

4/3
OC 7–Raceland 

(KY) 1

OHIO COUNTY (5-
3-1)  1 2 0  2 2–7  8  0

RACELAND  0 0 1  
0 0–1  3  1

WP–Keown (5.0 IP 
2 BB 3 K), LP–Pitcher 
name N/A (5.0 IP 2 BB 
7 K); ***Offense–2B–

Keown; 1B–Barrett 
2, Freels, Adkins, 
McMichael, Aubree 
Lanham, Anderson; 
RBI–Barrett 2, Freels 
2, Adkins 2, Keown; 
HBP–Barker; SB–
Freels, McMichael, 
Anderson.

4/4
OC 3–Middlesboro 0

OHIO COUNTY (6-
3-1) 0 0 2  1 x–3  3  0

MIDDLESBORO  0 
0 0  0 0–0  1  1

WP–Keown (5.0 IP 
2 BB 7 K, LP–Lily 
Patin (4.0 IP 2 BB 3 
K); ***Offense–1B–
Bishop, Lanham, 
Anderson; RBI–
Bishop, Keown; HBP–
Freels; SB–Lanham, 
Keown. 

Lady Eagles JV softball 
team goes 3-2 in Florida


