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"The Fantastic Four: First Steps'
holds its lead atop the box office

BY ITZEL LUNA
ASSOCIATED PRESS

LOS ANGELES — Marvel's
first family stumbled in theaters
in its second weekend, but still
held on to the top spot at the
box office.

“The Fantastic Four:
First Steps” earned $40 million
from 4,125 North American
theaters, a 66% drop from a
healthy $117.6 million debut.
The film was accompanied by
comedies “The Bad Guys 2”
and “The Naked Gun" in the
top three box office rankings.

The superhero movie dipped
significantly more than Marvel's
previous film, “Thunderbolts,”
which took a 55% dive in its
second weekend.

“First Steps” is the last major
blockbuster of the summer.
It added nearly $40 million
internationally in its second
weekend, bringing thefilm's
global total to $369 million. The
movie's box office drop off was
surprising given its strong
reviews, said Paul Der-
garabedian, senior media
analyst for the data firm
Comscore.

Though the movie’s debut
weekend may have given box
office results a strong push
toward the $4 billion summer
benchmark, August is off to
a slow start, he said.

“It's a tough lift, but we might
be able to get there. It really
means that all the films are
gonna have to stand on their
own,” Dergarabedian said. “It’'s
gonna be about getting great
reviews, having that staying
power, that longevity in the
marketplace.”

Newcomer comedy “The
Bad Guys 2” earned second
place at the box office this
weekend, with $22 million from
3,852 North American theaters.
"That was on par with projections
and also in line with the first
movie in the series, which
brought in $23 million in 2022.
Paramount’s slapstick comedy,
“The Naked Gun,” also in its
debut weekend, snagged the
third box office spot, earning
$17 million from 3,344 locations.

Jim Orr, president of
domestic distribution for
Universal Pictures, said the
solid debut for “The Bad Guys
2,” coupled with strong
audience reaction scores,
“should point to a very long,
very successful run through
not only the rest of the summer,
but really, I think into the fall."

James Gunn's “Superman,”
which opened four weekends
ago and already crossed $550
million globally, earned $13.8
million domestically this
weekend, taking the fourth spot.
“Jurassic World Rebirth”
followed with $8.7 million.

The horror movie
“Together” had a strong debut
weekend, coming in at sixth

Marvel/Disney via AP

Pedro Pascal is shown in a scene from "The Fantastic Four: First Steps."

DreamWorks Animation/Universal Pictures via AP

From left, Mr. Snake, voiced by Marc Maron, Mr. Wolf, voiced by Sam Rockwell, Ms.
Tarantula, voiced by Awkwafina, Mr. Piranha, voiced by Anthony Ramos, and Mr.
Shark, voiced by Craig Robinson, are shown in a scene from "The Bad Guys 2."

place and earning $6.8 million
domestically, proof that August
is a month for edgier and off-
beat films, Dergarabedian said.

“That’s what this month is
about. It’s not just about
box office," Dergarabedian said.
"It’s also about providing really
interesting, rewarding movie-
going experiences for audi-
ences.”

Dergarabedian said he
expects highly-anticipated
movies hitting theaters in the
next few weeks — including
“Freakier Friday,” and Zach
Cregger’s horror movie
“Weapons” — to give August
aneeded boost.

The box office is currently
up 9.5% from last year.

TOP 10 MOVIES BY
DOMESTIC BOX OFFICE

‘With final domestic figures
being released Monday, this
list factors in the estimated ticket
sales for Friday through Sunday
at U.S. and Canadian theaters,
according to Comscore:

1. “The Fantastic Four: First
Steps," $40 million.

2. “The Bad Guys 2,” $22.2
million.

3. “The Naked Gun,” $17
million.

4. “Superman,” $13.8 million.

5. “Jurassic World Rebirth,”
$8.7 million.

6. “Together,” $6.8 million. Last Summer,” $2.7 million.
7. “F1: The Movie,” $4.1 9. “Smurfs,” $1.8 million.

million. 10. “How to Train Your
8. “I Know What You Did Dragon,” $1.4 million.
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Call Gina Carwile (270) 691-7251 or visit

messenger-inquirer.com/site/forms/carrier
to complete an Online Questionaire.
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YOUR CUSTOMER JUST READ THIS AD.
ADVERTISE WITH US.

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

TIME AND PLACE OF BIDS
Notice is hereby given that the Daviess County Public Library,
Daviess County, Kentucky will receive sealed bids for:

Construction of a Building Renovation
for the Daviess County Public Library Facility
2020 Frederica St.

Owensboro, Kentucky 42301
Sealed bids will be received at Hafer, 101 E Second St., Suite
101, Owensboro, Kentucky 42303 until 2:00 P.M., Local Time, on
August 14, 2025. Bids received after such hours will be returned
unopened. Bids received shall be publicly opened and read aloud
at 3:00 pm on August 14, 2025 at the Daviess County Public
Library Facility 2020 Frederica St. Owensboro, Kentucky 42301.
All interested citizens are invited to attend.
Bids will be received on the construction of a renovation of the
existing facility located at 2020 Frederica St. Owensboro, Ken-
tucky 42301.
Should bidder withdraw their bid within 60 days after opening
without written consent of the Owner or fail to execute a satisfact-
ory contract within 10 days after notice of acceptance, the Own-
er may declare the bid deposit forfeited as liquidated damages.
Contractor can view and see the plans and specifications on file
at the following locations:
OFFICE OF THE ARCHITECT

HAFER

101 E Second St., Suite 101

Owensboro, Kentucky 42303

Copies of the Plans and Specifications may be obtained from
MACO — Evansville Blue, 600 Court Street, Evansville, Indiana
47708 (812) 464-8108 or by accessing website http://www.hafer-
planroom.com/ using your company’s active account information.
If your company is not currently registered, you may do so by
clicking “Register for an account”. Registered account holders
may download digital files for a nominal fee.

Bidders may purchase up to three printed sets of bidding docu-
ments by paying a refundable deposit of $100.00 per set
ordered. Deposit checks shall be made payable to “Hafer”.

a. Amount of the deposit for up to three sets of bidding docu-
ments may be refunded in full when the Plans and Specifications
have been returned to MACO — Evansville Blue within ten (10)
days after time set for receiving bids and in good re-usable con-
dition. If the Plans and Specifications are returned after this ten
(10) day period or in unusable condition, the deposit will be for-
feited.

b. One (1) set of bidding documents consists of one (1) Project
Manual and one (1) Complete Set of Drawings.

The work to be performed and the bid to be submitted shall in-
clude a complete project cost for all work required including
labor, materials, permits, licenses, insurance, and so forth incid-
ental to the construction of the new building.

Each bid must be enclosed in a sealed envelope bearing the title
of the Project and the name and address of Bidder. All bids must
be submitted on the bid forms as identified in the Contract Docu-
ments and Specifications.

Project is Tax-Exempt. Owner’s Identification Number will be giv-
en to successful bidder.

Each bid shall be accompanied by a certified check or accept-
able bidder’s bond made payable to the Owner, in a sum of not
less than five percent (5%) of the total amount of the highest ag-
gregate bid, which check or bond will be held by the Owner as
evidence that the bidder will, if awarded the contract, enter into
the same with the Owner upon notification from them to do so
within ten (10) days of said notification.

Approved performance and payment bonds guaranteeing faithful
and proper performance of the work and materials, to be ex-
ecuted by an acceptable surety company, will be required of the
Contractor at the time of contract execution. The bonds will be in
the amount of 100% of the Contract Price and must be in full
force and effect throughout the term of the Construction Contract
plus a period of twelve (12) months from the date of substantial
completion.

The Owner reserves the right to reject any bid, or all bids, or to
accept any bid or bids, or to make such combination of bids as
may seem desirable, and to waive any and all informalities in bid-
ding. Any bid may be withdrawn prior to the above scheduled
time for the opening of bids or authorized postponement thereof.
Any bid received after the time and date specified shall not be
considered. No bid may be withdrawn after the scheduled clos-
ing time for receipt of bids for at least sixty (60) days.

A conditional or qualified bid will not be accepted.

Award will be made to the low, responsive, responsible bidder.
The low, responsive, responsible bidder must not be debarred,
suspended, or otherwise be excluded from or ineligible for parti-
cipation in federally assisted programs under Executive Order
12549.

All applicable laws, ordinances, and the rules and regulations of
all authorities having jurisdiction over construction of the project
shall apply to the project throughout.

The Owner may make such investigations as deemed necessary
to determine the ability of the Bidder to perform the work and the
Bidder shall furnish to the Owner all such information and data
for this purpose as the Owner may request. The Owner reserves
the right to reject any bid if the evidence submitted by, or invest-
igation of, such Bidder fails to satisfy the Owner that such Bidder
is properly qualified to carry out the obligations of the Agreement
and to complete the work contemplated therein. The Owner re-
serves the right to reject any and all bids.

Each Bidder is responsible for inspecting the Project site(s) and
for reading and being thoroughly familiar with the Contract Docu-
ments and Specifications. The failure or omission of any Bidder
to do any of the foregoing shall in no way relieve any Bidder from
any obligation with respect to its Bid.

Daviess County Public Library




