
NEW YORK — Boeing
workers who build fighter
jets are planning to go on
strike Monday at midnight.

About 3,200 workers at
Boeing facilities in St. Louis;
St. Charles, Missouri; and
Mascoutah, Illinois, voted to
reject a modified four-year
labor agreement with Boeing,
the International Association
of Machinists and Aerospace
Workers union said Sunday.

“IAM District 837 mem-
bers build the aircraft and
defense systems that keep
our country safe,” said Sam
Cicinelli, Midwest territory
general vice president for the
union, in a statement. “They
deserve nothing less than
a contract that keeps their
families secure and recog-
nizes their unmatched
expertise.”

The vote followed mem-
bers’ rejection last week of
an earlier proposal from the
troubled aerospace giant,
which had included a 20%
wage increase over four years.

At the time, union leaders
had recommended approving
the offer, calling it a “landmark
agreement” and saying the
offer would improve medical,
pension and overtime benefits.

Then there was a cooling-
off period of a week, followed
by the union members
rejecting Boeing's latest
proposal.

“We’re disappointed our
employees rejected an offer
that featured 40% average
wage growth and resolved
their primary issue on
alternative work schedules,"
said Dan Gillian, Boeing Air
Dominance vice president
and general manager, and
senior St. Louis site executive.
"We are prepared for a strike
and have fully implemented
our contingency plan to
ensure our non-striking
workforce can continue
supporting our customers.”

Boeing has been struggling
after two of its Boeing 737
Max airplanes crashed, one
in Indonesia in 2018 and the
other in Ethiopia in 2019,
killing 346 people. In June,
one of Boeing's Dreamliner
planes, operated by Air India,
crashed, killing at least 260
people.

On Tuesday, Boeing had
reported that its second-
quarter revenue had
improved and losses had
narrowed. The company lost
$611 million in the second
quarter, compared to a loss
of $1.44 billion during the
same period last year.
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The Boeing logo is displayed at the company's factory
Sept. 24, 2024, in Renton, Wash.
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TIPTONVILLE, Tenn. — Authorities
searching for a man wanted in the murders
of the parents, grandmother and uncle
of an infant found alone and alive in
Tennessee have charged two other men
in connection with the killings.

The Tennessee Bureau of Investigation
charged Tanaka Brown, 29, and Giovonte
Thomas, 29, with accessory after the
fact to first-degree murder. Investigators
allege both men “assisted” 28-year-old
Austin Robert Drummond in the murders.

Authorities have left many questions
unanswered, including how the men
allegedly helped Drummond, the manner
in which the relatives were killed and
how the baby ended up in a car seat
in the Tigrett area, roughly 40 miles
(64.37 kilometers) from the bodies.

Law enforcement officers were still
searching for Drummond.

“He should be considered armed and
dangerous,” the bureau said in a Saturday
news release announcing charges against
Thomas. Brown, who also faces one count
of tampering with evidence, was arrested
a day earlier.

Thomas was in custody at the Madison
County Jail on an unrelated charge and
was set to be transferred to the Lake
County Jail to be arraigned on the new
charges, authorities said.

Brown was booked into Lake County
Jail, according to authorities. Telephone
numbers for Thomas and Brown could

not be located Sunday. Email messages
seeking comment were sent to Brown.

On Friday, authorities said they found
the car they believe Drummond had
been driving. It was located in Jackson,
Tennessee, about 70 miles from where
the bodies were discovered and some
40 miles from where the baby was left.

Tennessee Bureau of Investigation
Director David Rausch said authorities
believe the family murders were a targeted
attack by Drummond, who had a
relationship with the victims. The baby
is safe and being cared for, authorities
have said.

Officials obtained warrants for
Drummond that charge him with four
counts of first-degree murder, one count
of aggravated kidnapping and weapons

offenses. His criminal history includes
prison time for robbing a convenience
store and threatening to go after jurors.
He was also charged with attempted
murder while behind bars.

No listed for number for Drummond
could be found. An attorney who rep-
resented him as a teenager has not
returned messages from The Associated
Press.

Authorities have identified the four
people found dead in Tiptonville as James
M. Wilson, 21; Adrianna Williams,
20; Cortney Rose, 38; and Braydon
Williams, 15.

Wilson and Adrianna Williams were
the parents of the infant who was found
abandoned. Rose was Adrianna and
Braydon Williams’ mother.
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Vehicles are seen being taken by the Tennessee Bureau of Investigation
in Lake County, Tennessee on July 30, near the area where four family
member were found dead.

any chance” for Trump and
Chinese President Xi Jinping
to announce a trade deal if
they should meet this fall,
Wildau said.

In seeking to restrict oil
sales by Russia and Iran, a
major source of revenue for
both countries, the U.S. wants
to reduce the funding available
for their militaries, as Moscow
pursues its war against
Ukraine and Tehran funds
militant groups across the
Middle East.

When Trump unveiled a
sweeping plan for tariffs on
dozens of countries in April,
China was the only country
that retaliated. It refused
to give in to U.S. pressure.

“If the U.S. is bent on
imposing tariffs, China will
fight to the end, and this is
China’s consistent official
stance,” said Tu Xinquan,
director of the China Institute
for WTO Studies at the
University of International
Business and Economics in
Beijing. WTO is the acronym
for the World Trade Orga-
nization.

Negotiating tactics aside,
China may also suspect that
the U.S. won't follow through
on its threat, questioning the
importance Trump places on
countering Russia, Tu said.

CHINA PLAYS
HARDBALL

Scott Kennedy, senior
adviser and trustee chair
in Chinese Business and
Economics at the Center for
Strategic and International
Studies in Washington, said
Beijing is unlikely to change
its posture when it sees
inconsistencies in U.S. foreign
policy goals toward Russia
and Iran, whereas Beijing's
policy support for Moscow
is consistent and clear. It's
also possible that Beijing may
want to use it as another
negotiating tool to extract more
concessions from Trump,
Kennedy said.

Danny Russel, a distin-
guished fellow at the Asia
Society Policy Institute, said
Beijing now sees itself as “the
one holding the cards in
its struggle with Washington."
He said Trump has made it
clear he wants a “headline-
grabbing deal” with Xi, “so
rejecting a U.S. demand to
stop buying oil from Iran or
Russia is probably not seen
as a deal•breaker, even if
it generates friction and a
delay."

Continuing to buy oil from
Russia preserves Xi's “strategic
solidarity” with Russian
President Vladimir Putin and
significantly reduces the
economic costs for China,
Russel said.

“Beijing simply can’t afford
to walk away from the oil from
Russia and Iran," he said. “It’s
too important a strategic
energy supply, and Beijing
is buying it at fire•sale prices.”

A 2024 report by the U.S.
Energy Information
Administration estimates that
roughly 80% to 90% of the oil
exported by Iran went to
China. The Chinese economy
benefits from the more than
1 million barrels of Iranian
oil it imports per day.

After the Iranian parliament
floated a plan to shut down
the Strait of Hormuz in June
following U.S. strikes on Iran's
nuclear facilities, China spoke
out against closing the critical
oil transit route.

China also is an important
customer for Russia, but is
second to India in buying
Russian seaborne crude oil
exports. In April, Chinese
imports of Russian oil rose
20% over the previous month
to more than 1.3 million barrels
per day, according to the KSE
Institute, an analytical center
at the Kyiv School of Eco-
nomics.

This past week, Trump said
the U.S. will impose a 25%
tariff on goods from India,
plus an additional import tax
because of India’s purchasing
of Russian oil. India's Foreign
Ministry said Friday its
relationship with Russia was
“steady and time-tested."

Stephen Miller, White
House deputy chief of staff
and a top policy adviser, said
Trump has been clear that
it is “not acceptable” for India

CHINA DEPENDS ON OIL
FROM RUSSIA AND IRAN

to continue financing the
Ukraine war by purchas-
ing oil from Russia.

“People will be shocked to
learn that India is basically
tied with China in purchasing
Russian oil,” Miller said on
Fox News Channel’s “Sunday
Morning Futures.” He said
the U.S. needs “to get real
about dealing with the
financing of this war.”

 

Sen. Lindsey Graham, a
Republican from South
Carolina, is pushing for
sanctions and tariffs on Russia
and its financial backers. In
April, he introduced a bill that
would authorize the president
to impose tariffs as high as
500% not only on Russia but
on any country that
“knowingly” buys oil, uranium,
natural gas, petroleum
products or petrochemical
products from Russia.

"The purpose of this leg-
islation is to break the cycle
of China — a communist
dictatorship — buying oil
below market price from
Putin’s Russia, which
empowers his war machine
to kill innocent Ukrainian
civilians,” Graham said in a
June statement.

The bill has 84 co-sponsors
in the 100-seat Senate. A
corresponding House version
has been introduced, also with
bipartisan support.
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chores like moving furniture.
“If you needed help, Dave

would help,” Wyatt said. “He
was a good neighbor.”

Investigators are con-
sidering all possible options
for Brown's whereabouts, the
attorney general said. That
includes searching the woods
where Brown hunted and
camped while he was a kid.
But Knudsen noted that
during peak tourist sea-
son in western Montana some
law enforcement officials
would have to return to their
local jurisdictions for their
regular responsibilities.

Brown served in the Army
as an armor crewman from
2001 to 2005 and deployed
to Iraq from early 2004 until
March 2005, said Lt. Col. Ruth
Castro, an Army spokes-
person. Brown was in the
Montana National Guard from
2006 to March 2009, Castro
said, and left military service
at the rank of sergeant.

Brown’s niece, Clare Boyle,
told The Associated Press
that her uncle has struggled
with mental illness for years
and she and other family
members repeatedly sought
help.

“This isn’t just a
drunk/high man going wild,”

she said in a Facebook
message. “It’s a sick man who
doesn’t know who he is
sometimes and frequently
doesn’t know where or when
he is either.”

Knudsen said on Sunday
that Brown was known to local
law enforcement before the
shooting. It was widely
believed that he knew at least
some of the victims, given
how close he lived to the bar.

Law enforcement released
a photograph of Brown from
surveillance footage taken
shortly after the fatal
shootings. He appeared to
be barefoot and in minimal
clothing.

But law enforcement now
believes Brown ditched the
vehicle he escaped in and
stole a different one that had
camping gear, shoes and
clothes in it — leaving open
the possibility that Brown
is now clothed.

The last time that law
enforcement saw Brown was
on Friday afternoon, but there
was “some confusion”
because there were multiple
white vehicles involved,
Knudsen said.

There is a $7,500 reward
for any information that leads
to Brown's capture.

“This is still Montana.
Montanans know how to take
care of themselves. But please,
if you have any sightings, call
911,” Knudsen said.
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at least 100 members of the
150-member Texas House
must be present. Democrats
hold 62 of the seats in the
majority-Republican chamber.
At least 51 Democratic
members are leaving the state,
said Josh Rush Nisenson,
spokesperson for the House
Democratic Caucus.

“Apathy is complicity, and
we will not be complicit in
the silencing of hard-working
communities who have spent
decades fighting for the power
that Trump wants to steal,"
he said.

The move marks the
second time in four years that
Texas Democrats have fled
the state to block a vote. In
2021, a 38-day standoff took
place when Democrats
left for Washington, D.C. in
opposition to new voting
restrictions.

Republican Gov. Greg
Abbott called a special session
of the Legislature that started
last month to take up the
redistricting effort, as well
as to respond to flooding in
Texas Hill Country that killed
at least 135 people in July.
Trump has urged Texas
Republicans to redraw the
map to help the party net a
handful of seats in the
midterms next year.

“For weeks, we’ve been
warning that if Republicans
in Texas want a showdown —
if they want to delay flood
relief to cravenly protect
Donald Trump from an
inevitable midterm melt-
down — then we’d give them
that showdown," Democratic
Party Chair Ken Martin said
in a statement. "That’s exactly
what Texas Democrats did
today: blowing up Republi-
cans’ sham special session
that’s virtually ignored the
plight of flood victims in Kerr
County.”

Speaker Dustin Burrows
said the Texas House would
meet as planned on Monday
afternoon.

“If a quorum is not present
then, to borrow the recent
talking points from some of
my Democrat colleagues, all

options will be on the table.
. .," he posted on X.

Attorney General Ken
Paxton on X said the state
should “use every tool at our
disposal to hunt down those
who think they are above the
law.”

“Democrats in the Texas
House who try and run away
like cowards should be found,
arrested, and brought back
to the Capitol immediately,”
he wrote.

Abbott's office did not
immediately respond to
requests for comment Sunday
afternoon.

Texas Republicans last
week unveiled their planned
new U.S. House map that
would create five new
Republican-leaning seats.
Republicans currently hold
25 of the state’s 38 seats.

By leaving the state,
Democrats are looking to
block Republicans from the
needed quorum to hold votes
on the map set for Monday.
The Texas House has rules
to fine lawmakers $500 each
day they break a quorum.
Paxton has said previ-
ously that if Democrats break
quorum, “they should be
found and arrested no matter
where they go.”

A large chunk of the Texas
Democrats are heading to
Illinois, where Democratic
Gov. JB Pritzker had been
in quiet talks with them for
weeks about offering support
if they chose to leave the state
to break quorum. Pritzker,
a potential 2028 presidential
contender, has been one of
Trump’s most outspoken
critics during his second term.

Last week, Pritzker hosted
several Texas Democrats in
Illinois to publicly oppose the
redistricting effort. California
Gov. Gavin Newsom held a
similar event in his own state.

Pritzker also met privately
with Texas Democratic Chair
Kendall Scudder in June to
begin planning for the
possibility that lawmakers
would depart for Illinois if
they did decide to break
quorum to block the map,
according to a source with
direct knowledge who
requested anonymity to
discuss private conversations.
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