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with marked improvement, new projects
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LOOKING BACK AT 2024

WHAT A YEAR!

2024 brought a brighter future to our county
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BURIED
ALIVE

Hillside collapses while

digging coal leaving two dead
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More great news was made in
2024 for Manchester and Clay
County.

We saw new projects being
announced, numerous communi-
ty events and more opportunities
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County road crews
searched the area
where two men were
found dead due to a
slide Friday morning.

Deputy coroner Billy
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becoming available.
Let’s take a look back at some of
the biggest stories of the year.

Janvary 2024

-Police say John Lee Couch, 44, of
Manchester, a female, stabbed Ru-
fus Smallwood, 77, 32 times, then
robbed him and left him in a ditch
on Crawfish. Police obtained video
evidence of Couch with Smallwood
on the day of the incident. She
entered a not-guilty plea.

Staff Report
‘ENTERPRISE NEWS

Serving Manchester/Clay County since 1890

Big Day for Clay'

Governor breaks ground for new district office; brings checks for various projects

‘Wednesday, October 9, 2024

Aaron Smith says two
men were found dead
around 2 a.m. Friday
by family members
searching for them.
The two men,
identified as Jonathon
Hoskins, 37, and Don-
ald Short, 40, both of
Clay County, were sup-
posedly digging coal
with hand tools in the
Stone Gap area off Big

-Sealed bids were being accept-
ed to begin the demolition of the
Manchester Dry Goods building on
Bridge Street.

-County Judge-Executive Tom-
my Harmon and the Clay Tourism
Committee announced the return of
Clay County Days slated for Memo-
rial Day weekend.

February 2024

-A dispute left one man shot in
the face on Brushy Branch.

-Bobby Roberts, of Curry Branch,
was charged with sexual abuse 1%

Wildcat (Oneida) at an
old coal mine when the
hillside collapsed and
covered them. A mine
opening next to Stone
Gap Road adjoined the
large coal seam.
Sheriff Patrick
Robinson, Chief Deputy Sheriff Clifton Jones, and
County Road Foreman Lester Harmon were on the
scene Friday morning to search the area further.

See BURIED A6

JONATHON HOSKINS

Manchester.

and promoting a sexual perfor-
mance by a minor. He was later
indicted on the charges.

-Janzlee Brandenburg was
crowned the CCHS Basketball
Queen.

-For the first time in 40 years,
Clay County High School has a new
Tiger mascot.

-A Clay Detention Center inmate
crew saved a pet from a burning
home on Burning Springs.

-John “Snake Man” Northern, 69,
was walking on Muddy Gap Road
when he was struck by a vehicle.
Northern was lying in the roadway
wearing all-black clothing. It was
unknown if he had a medical emer-
gency before being struck.

-The Clay Sheriff’'s Department
charged two Georgia men after they
were found with a large amount of
methamphetamine transported to
the county for distribution. The FBI
took over the case, and both men
later entered guilty pleas.

SEEING BLUE!
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Superintendent William Sexton =

pier with

pert The arned
the results from the School Report P
Card (SRC) for the ‘23-'24 schoal

residents about the upcoming
highway expansion.

-In the strangest story of
the year, Lockard’s Creek
and Manchester Fire Depart-
ment members and Dr. Joey
Massey saved the life of a
horse involved in a multi-ve-
hicle accident on the Hal
Rogers Parkway. The horse
was trapped in the wreckage,
and they worked with Allen’s
Towing and Bill Warren
Towing to remove the animal.
Luckily, Dr. Massey was in
traffic on the road and ren-
dered tranquilizers to calm
the animal. He later said the
animal suffered no broken

March 2024
-The Clay County Tigers captured
the 49™ district basketball crown by

demolishing North Laurel 79-42 in bones.
the finals. .
-Manchester Distillery purchased April 2024

-Manchester resident
Cassie Saylor appeared on
the Netflix reality show “The
Circle.”

-Manchester Lumber

the old Rawlings-Goins proper-
ty downtown for bourbon barrel
storage.

-Kentucky Transportation offi-
cials met with Beech Creek Road

Three elementary schools
rank within Top 50

INDICTMENTS

Theft, nonpayment of child support
top list of cight indicted by Grand Jury
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Eight people were indicted by the Clay Grand Jury Monday
on various charg

breaks ground on their new
location at the junction of
U.S. 421 and Ky. 80.

-The Clay County High
School Choir performed in
Washington, D.C.

Chiet Deputy Clifton Jones (right) and Sheriff Patrick Robinson
investigate the scene were two men died while digging coal on
Stone Gap Road.

FIELDS SWORN IN

May 2024

-During their gala, SOAR
recognized Barb and Tess
Lipps with the Appalachian
Humanitarian Award.

-For the first time, Clay
County has a Community
Guide published by The Man-
chester Enterprise.

-Solid Rock House of
Prayer, at Burning Springs,
was burned by a possible
arsonist.

-County Judge-Executive
Tommy Harmon announced
a new county garage would
be built at the old Shamrock
Coal property.

See REFLECT A6

Haley Jo Fields was sworn in as the new Commonwealth’s
Attorney by Honorable Judge Oscar G. House Monday.
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