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COMMENTARY

Can’'t even say her name? Angel City
handled Thompson transfer in odd way.

to Chelsea of England’s Alexander Straus refused  it’s unlikely she would
BY KEVIN BAXTER Women’s Super League. to even say Thompson’s have stayed in the NWSL.
Los Angeles Times, It was a monumental name, opening a confer- The transfer was neces-
The Tribune Content Agency deal, one that could come  ence call with reporters sary for Thompson to find

to define Thompson’s
career and help repair

Thursday by insisting he
would not answer ques-

out how good she can be.
And just as important is

LOS ANGELES

It was a moment that Angel City’s brand as a tions about “a certain the fact that Thompson,
should have been cele- rich club that has mostly player” or “a certain trans- who lived with her parents HARRY HOW TNS
brated on both sides of the  bumbled its way through fer.” for the first year of her Alyssa Thompson of Angel City FC laughs after her goal

Atlantic. What could prove its first four seasons. It was the second time professional career, will during a 2-1 win over the Chicago Red Stars at BMO

to be the most expensive
transfer in women’s soccer
history - and already is the

It was a massive win for
the player and both clubs.
Yet before the ink on the

largest outgoing transfer
in NWSL history - had sent
Alyssa Thompson from
Angel City and the NWSL

Legals & Public Notices

MASTER COMMISSIONER’S SALE
In order to comply with the orders of the Fayette Circuit Court, the Commission-
er will sell the property described in the following action on September 29,
2025, at the hour of 12:00 noon in the ROBERT F. STEPHENS COURTHOUS-
ES, FAYETTE CIRCUIT COURT BUILDING, 120 NORTH LIMESTONE, Lexington,
Kentucky. A bailiff will direct you to the appropriate room. Said property shall
be sold to raise the amounts hereinafter set forth, together with interest and the
costs of the action, and upon the (unless otherwise indicated) following terms
and conditions. (A) At the time of sale the successful bidder shall either pay
cash or make a deposit of 10% of the purchase price with the balance on credit
for thirty (30) days. In the event the successful bidder does not pay
cash, the bidder will be required to post bond and furnish an ac-
ceptable surety thereon. Said bond shall be for the unpaid purchase price
and bear interest at the rate the judgment bears from the date of sale until paid,
and shall have the force and effect of a judgment. (B) The purchaser shall be
required to assume and pay all taxes or assessments upon the property for the
current fiscal tax year (i.e. the amount that will be due thru June 30, 2026) and all
subsequent years. All other delinquent taxes or assessments upon the property
for prior years shall be paid from the sale proceeds if properly claimed in writing
and filed of record by the purchaser within ten (10) days from the date of sale.
(C) The property shall otherwise be sold free and clear of any right, title and
interest of all parties to the action and of their liens and encumbrances there-
on, excepting easements and restrictions of record in the Fayette County Court
Clerk’s Office and such right of redemption as may exist in favor of the United
States of America or the defendant(s). **Master Commissioner Sales are
“Buyer Beware” Sales. The Property is sold “As Is” “Where Is.” The
condition of the property is not warranted by the Court, by the Master Com-
missioner, or by the Plaintiff. If you bid on property, you should have done your
due diligence before you bid, not after!™ FURTHER INFORMATION REGARDING
THESE SALES AND OTHER UPCOMING SALES, AS WELL AS PAST SALES CAN
BE FOUND AT WWW.FAYCOM.INFO. PROSPECTIVE BIDDERS ARE ADVISED
AND ENCOURAGED TO REFER TO THAT WEB SITE FOR ANSWERS TO THEIR
QUESTIONS.
1- 3844 WALHAMPTON DRIVE, 24-CI-03021, Principal to be raised
$67,805.80. Parcel No. 22059800
2 -1208 ROCKBRIDGE ROAD, 25-CI-02108, Principal to be raised
$221,568.19. Parcel No. 20091950
3 -1949 MILLBANK ROAD, 25-CI-00357, Principal to be raised $85,338.79.
Parcel No. 38201080
4 -4790 TODDS ROAD, 17-CI-03106, Principal to be raised $449,524.41.
Parcel No. 21387700
5 -2769 WHITEBERRY DRIVE, 23-Cl-02773, Principal to be raised
$341,039.98. Parcel No. 38031190
6 -1380 LAKEWOOD DRIVE, 23-CI-01733, Principal to be raised $5,452.50.
Parcel No. 13418700

agreement had dried An-
gel City was already tar-
nishing what it should
have been cheering. Coach
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in four days Straus refused
to acknowledge his team’s
best player.

Thompson, of course,
has never been “a certain
player” or “a certain trans-
fer.” She’s a player Angel
City moved heaven and
earth to draft and sign in
2023, giving her a contract
worth an estimated $1
million, then one of the
richest in the NWSL. She’s
a player who went on to
become the club’s all-time
leader in goals and rank
sixth in appearances.

The least the coach
could do is say her name.

Then three hours after
that conference call, and
about an hour after
Thompson’s transfer be-
came official, the club
muddled things even
further by reaching out to
anyone who would listen
to say it had done every-
thing it could to keep
Thompson, who had pro-
fessed her desire to stay
with Angel City when she
signed a long-term con-
tract extension just nine
months earlier.

Thompson has the right
to change her mind when
a better opportunity comes
along, of course, and Chel-
sea offered exactly that.
Just 20, Thompson has
already proven to be one
of the most dynamic play-
ers in the world but she
hasn’t come close to rea-
lizing her full potential and

now be on her own for the
first time. How she adapts
will no doubt have a major
influence on her career as

well.

But the club’s admission
it did everything it could to
keep her - a message
aimed at fans angry at
seeing the team’s best
player go - simply con-
firmed what many in
Thompson’s camp had
thought since Chelsea first
approached Angel City
with a transfer offer last
month: the club was more
interested in blocking the
deal than facilitating it.

“She wants to go to
Chelsea and made it very
clear,” a Thompson confi-
dant said late in the pro-
cess. “ACFC has to respect
her.”

For the club to suggest it
had tried to hold up the
transfer was the exact
wrong message to send
and one that - along with
Straus’ lack of respect -
won’t soon be forgotten by
ambitious young players
Angel City may approach
in the future.

Thompson was one of
eight players on the Angel
City roster aged 20 or
younger. Many, if not all,
of those young women
must be confident the club
won’t stand in their way if
they have a chance to
move on and develop their
talent on a bigger stage.

That’s the way soccer

Stadium on Sept. 1, 2024, in Los Angeles.

works. It’s why clubs allow
players to leave in the
middle of a season to play
for their national teams
despite the risk of injury.
It’s unfortunate the trans-
fer happened now, ham-
pering Angel City’s final
push for a playoff berth.
But as long as the NWSL
plays on a different calen-
dar from the rest of the
world, the transfer win-
dows will always be awk-
ward.

Yes, Angel City should -
and it did - fight hard for
every last penny in the
transfer talks. The team
recruited Thompson,
signed her, paid her good
money and gave her an
opportunity and a platform
to play both professionally
and in a World Cup.

By all accounts, the
team was masterful in its
negotiations with Chelsea
and it was rewarded with a
record-breaking transfer
fee. They deserve a huge
pat on the back for that.

Just which records the
deal broke depends on
how you look at it. Mul-
tiple sources involved in
the talks confirmed the
transfer’s value at $1.65
million, which would
make it the most expen-
sive transfer in women’s
soccer history.

Yet that’s not what An-

gel City deposited in the
bank last week. Whether
Chelsea will pay the full
amount will be deter-
mined by non-disclosed
escalators, mainly based
on Thompson’s perform-
ance, that were included
in the deal. For the time
being, however, Angel
City will have to get by
with about half a million
less, putting the initial
value of the transfer some-
where between the nearly
$1.1 million Chelsea paid
the San Diego Wave last
January for defender Nao-
mi Girma and the $1.5
million the Orlando Pride
paid Mexico’s Tigres for
Lizbeth Ovalle last month.

Either way it’s the larg-
est fee for an outgoing
player in NWSL history
and probably enough for
Angel City to keep the
lights on. So on Friday
morning the club sent out
a tepid three-paragraph
statement announcing a
transfer everyone else
knew was done.

“We thank Alyssa for
her contributions to Angel
City and are grateful for
the mark she has left on
our team and the city of
Los Angeles,” it read.

At least they said her
name.



