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CAROLYN HAX
“Tight
budget’
takes
on new
meaning

BY CAROLYN HAX
tellme@washpost.com

Dear Carolyn: 1 have
a friend who claims she
can’t do activities because
she works in a middle-
income profession and
is on a tight budget. We
are both in our 50s, are in
the same profession and
make about the same.
When she gets asked out
to do simple activities,
she says she can’t afford it
and asks that other people
pay for her. When I treat
her to dinner or an activ-
ity, she never reciprocates
and doesn’t even tip
vendors. She accepts gifts
of money, plane tickets,
sporting gear, clothes, etc.,
from interested suitors.
When she travels to meet
family, they have to pay all
her expenses.

To my surprise, she
recently announced she
will be out for several
weeks because she is hav-
ing major plastic surgery
— a full facelift. She said
she is paying for it with
money she has saved. She
is very attractive, and this
decision is entirely cos-
metic. Should I stop pay-
ing for this “poor” friend?

— Anonymous

Anonymous: If you
don’t want to finance
her face work, then yes,
stop paying her leisure
expenses.

One wee factual edit:
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previous word.

2. Jouster’s weapon
3. Made loveable
4. Negotiation results

You say you are “inthe
same profession and
make about the same.”
Not quite. Your friend
has a side hustle as a paid
companion and makes a
fair bit.

Like I said, if you don’t
want to patronize her busi-
ness, then invest in your
own future instead. “I'm
sorry I can’t cover you;
I've neglected my own
savings lately. Hope you
can join us next time.”

Dear Carolyn: 1 have
three weeks off between
jobs — for the first time
in 30 years — and was
going to get so much done.
Instead, it’s more than
half over and I'm sitting in
the backyard listening to
birds and reading listicles.
I did take a bucket-list
international trip and
adopt a wonderful new
dog, but what about my
closets? Please help.

— What Is Wrong
With Me

What Is Wrong
With Me: Nothing is
wrong with you! Except
that you think something
is wrong with you.

Even feeling wrong
about this is more cultural
than personal, presum-
ably, so go ahead and
declare yourself wrong-
free on that count as well.

Start at the double hexagon. Spell solutions to the clues below by
winding your way through the grid. You can backtrack to use letters
more than once. Each new word starts with the last letter of the

1. Pertaining to warships

5. Spreads harmful lies
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Or ruminate on it in
the backyard till birdsong
drowns out any voice that
tries to tell you only “pro-
ductive” time has value.

You don't have to justify
time you set aside simply
to exist.

You need it, too. Mental
rest. It’s hard to see how
yourally to organize
closets when you’re three
decades’ worth of tired.

Not to get the circle of
guilt turning, but I sus-
pect you have this exactly
backward and the closets
are an issue because you
*haven’t* lolled around.
Not nearly enough.

I mean it about not
guilting you, because any
credible thoughts I have
on this topic aren’t from
research, though it does
back me up. Instead, it’s
from experience, when
I capped off a couple of
decades of task over-
whelm with my first-ever
two-week do-nothing
vacation, and spent its first
10 days in a liminal space
between indifference and
stupefaction.

A return to clarity and
energy followed. Who
knew.

If you haven’t given
yourself permission
to shut down in three
decades, then take all
three weeks.

Closets will wait.
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Maya Joint advanced to the quarterfinals of the Lexus Eastbourne Open by holding off
Emma Raducanu 4-6, 6-1, 7-6 (4) on Wednesday at Devonshire Park Lawn Tennis Club.

Joint holds off Raducanu
rally at Eastbourne Open

Field Level Media

Seventh-seeded Emma
Raducanu of Great Britain
couldn’t complete a hard-
fought comeback attempt

and lost 4-6, 6-1, 7-6 (4) to
Maya Joint on Wednesday
in Eastbourne, England.
Raducanu broke the
Australian three times
when she was serving for
the match to set up a tie-

break and even earned a
mini-break to lead 4-3.
But Joint answered with
four consecutive points for
the win and a quarterfinal
matchup against Russia’s
Anna Blinkova.

Second-seeded Czech
Barbora Krejcikova
knocked out another
home-crowd favorite by
beating Britain’s Jodie
Burrage 6-4, 4-6, 7-6 (3).
Filipina Alexandra Eala
will face Ukranian Dayana
Yastremska after her sec-
ond-round opponent,
Jelena Ostapenko, was
forced to retire with an
injury. Ostapenko took the
first set 6-0 before Eala
fought back to win the
second 6-2. But with Eala
up 3-2 in the third, the
Latvian was forced to
retire.

Russian Kamilla Rak-
himova recovered from
2-4 down in the second set
to beat Peyton Stearns
6-3, 6-4 and reach her
first WTA quarterfinal,
where she will face off
against fellow Russian
Anastasia Pavlyuchenko-
va.
Bad Homburg Open:
Nobody was going down
easy at the Bad Homburg
Open in Germany as all
four second-round match-
es reached three sets. No.
3 seed Mirra Andreeva
climbed back from a first-
set loss to beat Clara Tau-
son of Denmark 3-6, 6-3,
6-1. Andreeva earned a
spot in her first career
grass-court quarterfinal by
fighting hard in the sec-
ond two sets to overcome

WTA Ventures, Tennis
Channel reach rights deal

Field Level Media

WTA Ventures and
Tennis Channel an-
nounced Wednesday they
have agreed to a six-year
media rights deal that will
ensure that the latter’s
platforms will continue to
be the exclusive home of
WTA tennis in the United
States through 2032.

The deal covers all WTA
Tour 1000, 500 and 250
events - with the excep-

tion of tournaments in the
U.S., which fall under
other contracts - through
to the season-ending WTA
Finals.

“The WTA has been an
important part of Tennis
Channel since our first
days on air. We couldn’t
be happier to extend this
partnership into the next
decade,” Tennis Channel
CEO Jeff Blackburn said.
“Women’s tennis is one of
the most thrilling products
in sports and the tour has

never been stronger than
it is right now. Tennis
Channel looks forward to
developing innovative
ways to attract and enter-
tain new fans - and to
keep building on this mo-
mentum with Marina
(Storti, CEO of WTA Ven-
tures) and her team.”
Four Americans, No. 2
Coco Gauff, No. 3 Jessica
Pegula, No. 6 Madison
Keys and No. 10 Emma
Navarro, reside in the top
10 of the WTA rankings.
“The U.S. is a hugely
significant market for the
WTA and we are excited
to be partnering with Ten-
nis Channel to bring six

more seasons of brilliant
tennis to fans across all its
platforms,” Storti said.
“Tennis Channel has
shown a strong commit-
ment to the WTA through
this agreement, and we
have a shared ambition to
continue to deepen audi-
ence engagement and
grow the impact of wom-
en’s tennis. By securing a
multi-year investment
from a valued strategic
partner, this deal is a sig-
nificant milestone for
WTA Ventures as we con-
tinue to execute our strat-
egy to achieve a step
change in the commercial
value of women’s tennis.”

Tauson’s powerful and
accurate serve.

The 18-year-old Russian
will next face Linda Nos-
kova, who also needed
some comeback magic to
beat last year’s Bad Hom-
burg finalist Donna Vekic
of Croatia in a heavy-
hitting 2-6, 6-2, 6-4 win.
Brazil’s Beatriz Haddad
Maia also lost her first set
to her opponent, Ukrai-
nian Elina Svitolina, be-
fore climbing back to win

Classified

3-6,6-4,7-6 (7) tosetup a
quarterfinal match with
Italy’s Jessica Pegula.

No. 8 seed Ekaterina
Alexandrova unleashed 13
aces and wild card Maria
Sakkari failed to convert
any of her eight break
points in Alexandrova’s
6-3, 6-7 (2), 6-3 win. It was
Alexandrova’s first com-
plete victory over Sakkari
in seven tries, with her
only previous win coming
via retirement.
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Advertisement for Bids
Separate sealed bids for the construc-
tion of a project entitled: KY Apple
Nexus AMLER Fit-Up will be received
by the Big Sandy Regional Industri-
al Development Authority, Inc. at the
offices of the Big Sandy Area Devel-
opment District, 110 Resource Court,
Prestonsburg, KY 41653 until 2:00 PM
on Tuesday, July 15, 2025. Bids re-
ceived shall be publicly opened and
read aloud immediately after the close
of the bid period.

The work consists of the following:
The project consists of tenant fit-up
of an existing pre-engineered metal
building with office shell, build in 2007,
required to outfit as an Apple Process-
ing and Cold Storage Facility for local
gown apples. Project involves Civil,
Architectural, Structural, Mechanical,
Electric, and Plumbing work

The Contract Documents may be ex-
amined at the following locations:

Big Sandy Area Development District,
110 Resource Court, Prestonsburg,
KY 41653

Summit Architects + Engineers, 160
Lanks Branch, Suite #1, Pikeville, KY
40501

Summit Architects + Engineers, 3205
Summit Square Place, Lexington, KY
40509

The Contract Documents may be
purchased from Lynn Imaging at
328 Old Vine Street, Lexington, KY
40507, or at www.lynnimaging.com.
The OWNER and ENGINEER shall not
be responsible for any full or partial
sets of Contract Documents obtained
from any other source. No bid will be
considered unless submitted on the
Bid Form provided with the Contract
Documents.

The OWNER reserves the right to re-
ject any and all Bids or to let the con-
tract in whole or in part and to waive
formalites. A Pre-Bid Conference
will be held at 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday,
July 1, 2025 at the Big Sandy Area
Development District. Federal wage
and hour provisions DO apply to this
project.
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Dogs

Yorkie pups
Three yorkie pups 2 female 1 male.13
weeks old first shots vet checked tails
docked.859-771-6227

Service Directory

Concrete

All types of concrete brick and stone
work. Sidewalks driveways retaining
walls stamped patios. Small jobs are
welcome. 859 421 9518

Home & Business Improvement

JEFFREY’S MASONRY REPAIR
502-320-2103

Brick, retaining walls, patios, chim-

neys and historical restoration......

MAKE YOUR BRICK LOOK NE!

AGAIN

All Carpet Repairs/Stretch/
Water & Pet Damage/Rotten/ Squeaky
Floors. crosscarpetrepair.com
30+ yrs exp. 859-225-3863

Commonwealth Construction/
Handyman Services
859.699.9949
Do All Company-For All Your Needs
Licensed,Registered,Insured ,Bonded

Roofing

Larry Isaac’s Roofing
Fully Insured - 30 Years Experience
Call: (859) 644-2168

NEED
A NEW
ROOMMATE?

Let Classifieds Help
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