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Jonah Bevin, left, speaks to his adoptive father, former Kentucky Gov. Matt Bevin. Jonah, 18, obtained an emergency

protective order against his parents, Matt and Glenna Bevin.

KY judge says Bevins’
appeal of adopted son’s
intervention is premature

BY ALEX ACQUISTO
aacquisto@herald-leader.com

Former Kentucky Gov.
Matt Bevin and former
First Lady Glenna Bevin
have appealed a Louisville
judge’s ruling that allows
their adopted son Jonah to
intervene in their divorce
case and potentially get
retroactive financial sup-
port, Jonah’s lawyers said.

But an appeals court
said this week the effort is
premature.

Louisville Family Court
Judge Angela Johnson
ruled in Jonah Bevin’s
favor May 16, allowing
him to be an intervenor in
his adoptive parents’ di-
vorce case and opening
the door for Jonah to pet-
ition to get retroactive
financial support from his
now-divorced parents
until he gets his high
school diploma.

The ruling also denied
Matt and Glenna’s request
that their divorce settle-
ment remain under seal.

Glenna appealed John-
son’s ruling June 13, and

in a brief opinion June 18,
appellate judge said it was
too early in the process to
appeal.

The case began in
March, when Johnson
granted Jonah an
emergency protective
order against Matt and a
restraining order against
Glenna, blocking his adop-
tive parents from contact-
ing him.

The Bevins adopted
Jonah from Ethiopia when
he was 5.

Jonah, now 18, had
petitioned for the court’s
protection after he said his
parents, at the last minute,
tried to coerce him to fly
home to Ethiopia earlier
this year to see his birth
mother, who Jonah says
he had been told most of
his life was dead. Jonah
said he was afraid of being
lured to another country
and left there.

Jonah told the court he
has long distrusted his
adoptive parents — he
described his adoptive
father as “threatening,”
“intimidating” and
“manipulative” — in part

because he has said they
abandoned him at Atlantis
Leadership Academy in
Jamaica, a faith-based
behavioral health facility
where staff were physical-
ly and emotionally abu-
sive.

When the facility was
shut down by Jamaican
authorities in March 2024,
Jonah was placed in the
Jamaican foster care sys-
tem. Even after his remov-
al from the abusive facil-
ity, “my parents did not
come to support me,”
Jonah told a court in
March.

After the no-contact
orders were issued against
Matt and Glenna, to get
the financial support Jo-
nah says he was denied
when he was living in
Jamaica and still a minor,
Jonah filed to intervene in
his adoptive parents’ di-
vorce case. Johnson al-
lowed it, which opened an
avenue for Jonah to make
a case for why he’s entit-
led to that retroactive
support, at least until he
earns his high school di-
ploma from an accredited

school.

After Jamaica, the Be-
vins paid for Jonah to
attend Veritas Mission
Academy in Florida, a
private Christian school.
Jonah received a high
school diploma from Veri-
tas, but he has called the
institution a “sham,” in
part because it’s not ac-
credited by the Florida
Department of Education
or the National Council on
Private School Accred-
itation.

The next step in the
process is to schedule an
evidentiary hearing, where
lawyers for all three par-
ties will present evidence
and make their cases.

That hearing hasn’t yet
been scheduled, which
means no final order has
been handed down deter-
mining if Jonah should be
given retroactive child
support by the Bevins,
making their appeal earli-
er this month premature,
an appellate judge said.

“It does not appear the
circuit court has finally
resolved (the) issue, in-
cluding child support,”
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Kentucky Court of Ap-
peals Chief Judge Larry
Johnson wrote in his June
18 response. “Therefore,
the order appealed from
appears to be inherently
interlocutory,” which
means the current status
of the case is temporary
with no final determina-
tion, yet.

Matt and Glenna have
20 days to reply, which
could include voluntarily
dismissing the appeal.

Jonah’s attorneys, eager
to schedule the evidenti-
ary hearing, said they’re
frustrated at its delay.

“It’s frustrating that
they would seek to drag
this out, but not unexpect-
ed,” Jonah’s attorney John
Helmers said of the Be-
vins’ appeal.

Dawn Post, a lawyer
and child advocate who
has worked with Jonah
since he was in Jamaica,
said, “This action not only
sidelines Jonah’s voice
once again, but it also
delays the very process
meant to determine
what’s in his best inter-
est.”

ORDER MENTIONS
POSSIBLE NEGLECT BY
BEVINS

In her May 16 order,
Johnson called the case
“profoundly unique” and
“unlike any divorce pro-
ceedings heard in this
commonwealth.”

Kentucky parents, by
law, are “expected to
provide adequate support
and care according to the
means available to each
family,” Johnson wrote.
Jonah isn’t seeking an
equitable share of his
parents’ assets, she added,
but rather, “child support
from the ongoing income
of his parents.

“Kentucky parents are
expected to provide ade-
quate support and care,
according to the means
available to each family.”

And the Bevins have
financial means, Johnson
said.

“This is not akin to a
child of divorce demand-
ing their parents buy them
a new car. Here, a family
with ample financial
means chose to send their
child to an out-of-state
private school with what
appears to be no reliable
accreditation instead of a
public school or a private
school with academic
standards for which a
qualified agency has
vouched,” Johnson wrote.

The potentially non-
accredited private school
she references, Veritas
Mission Academy, is “not
accredited by any entity
the Florida Department of
Education deems qualified
to accredit private
schools,” nor is it accred-
ited by the Florida Depart-
ment of Education.

In deciding whether
Jonah should retroactively
get support from his par-
ents until he can earn a
high school diploma from
an accredited school, it’s
relevant to take into ac-
count the quality of the
educational support Matt
and Glenna gave Jonah,
Johnson said.

The “central issue” of
the future evidentiary
hearing is to determine
whether “Jonah received
an adequate education
from the institution he
alleges to be a sham,” she
said.

If the school is not ac-
credited, Johnson said, a
case could be made for
neglect.

“The definition of ne-
glect includes circum-
stances in which a parent
‘does not provide the child
with adequate care, super-
vision, food, clothing,
shelter and education or
medical care necessary for
the child’s well-being
when financially able to
do so or offered financial
or other means to do so,’”
she wrote.

If Jonah were still un-
derage and still enrolled in
Veritas, and it were unac-
credited, the Cabinet for
Health and Family Serv-
ices “would be within its
authority under the De-
pendency, Neglect and
Abuse statutes to pursue
allegations of educational
neglect against Glenna
and Matthew,” Johnson
said.

Considering Jonah’s
behavior during previous
court hearings, when he
“appeared to struggle with
the vocabulary and com-
munication skills neces-
sary to articulate his
thoughts, feelings and
experiences,” the judge
wrote, “this leads the
court to believe that his
high school education has
not adequately prepared
him to live life as an inde-
pendent adult.”

Alex Acquisto:
270-314-6378, @AcquistoA

The Kroger store at 4101 Tates Creek Centre Drive in Lexington.

Kroger is closing 60 locations by the end
of 2026. Are any of those in Kentucky?

BY PIPER HANSEN
phansen@herald-leader.com

By the end of 2026, 60
Kroger locations will have
closed or approximately
5% of the Cincinnati-
based grocery retailer’s
stores. At least one of
them is in Kentucky.

The grocery chain said
in its first quarter
conference call with
investors last week it
would shutter underper-
forming locations as part
of a larger effort to in-
crease operational effi-
ciency and ensure longevi-

“We are reassessing our
capital allocation strategy
to make sure we are
spending our capital on

projects that offer the
highest returns,” said the
company’s chairman and
interim CEO Ron Sargent
Friday. “We are reviewing
our non-core assets, we’re
aggressively looking for
ways to reduce costs
throughout the company,
and we expect to reinvest
those cost savings directly
into lower prices and addi-
tional store hours for our
associates so that they can
better serve customers.”

Kroger Co. spokes-
person Jessica Sharp told
the Herald-Leader the
chain did “not have de-
tails to share” Monday
afternoon. She did not say
whether Kroger’s loca-
tions in Lexington and
Central Kentucky are on
the list of closures.

KROGER CLOSING 60
STORES

Louisville Public Media
reported Monday that the
Kroger store on 4211 S.
3rd St. in Louisville will
close by the end of July.
The location’s 64 employ-
ees will have the option to
work at a different store,
LPM reported.

According to Kroger’s
earnings report, the com-
pany expects to complete
30 store projects this year
and anticipates speeding
up its process to open new
locations in 2026, even
amid closures.

By closing about 60
stores, CFO David Ken-
nerley said Friday, the
company will see a “mod-
est financial benefit” that
it will put back into im-
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proving customer experi-
ences at remaining loca-
tions. Kroger operates
about 2,730 stores, ac-
cording to its last annual
report.

KROGER GROCERY
STORES IN LEXINGTON

Last August, work offi-
cially began at a new
Kroger location on the
city’s northside between
the Amazon shipping
facility and the end of
Citation Boulevard just off
Newtown Pike. The
123,000-square-foot store
— with an anticipated
opening of spring 2026 —
will have 476 parking
spaces, gas pumps, a phar-
macy with a drive-thru,
Little Clinic, an adjoining
wine and liquor store and
other components.

There are almost a doz-
en Kroger locations across
Lexington already, with
larger Marketplace loca-
tions at Beaumont Centre
and on Richmond Road.

Also in Lexington are
several other grocery
chains including Meijer,
Aldi, Target, Walmart,
Sam’s, Costco, Trader
Joe’s, Whole Foods, Fresh
Market, and other inde-
pendent stores.

The Florida-based gro-
cery chain, Publix, opened
its second store earlier this
month in the Fountains of
Palomar. It first joined the
market by opening a store
in the Citation Point
development at Citation
Boulevard and George-
town Road and has plans
to build its third store on
Romany Road.

Piper Hansen:
502-648-6715,
@piperjhansen

Woman charged
with DUI, injured
after allegedly
crashing into store
in Georgetown

BY CHRISTOPHER LEACH
cleach@herald-leader.com

A 35-year-old woman
has been charged with DUI
and other offenses after
she allegedly crashed into
a building in Georgetown
early Monday, according to
Georgetown authorities.

At 1:50 a.m. a George-
town police officer spotted
avehicle going 71 mph ina
55 mph zone on McClel-
land Circle. Georgetown
police said the vehicle
crashed along U.S. 25 but
fled when an officer ap-
proached the vehicle.

The vehicle then crashed
into the Save-A-Lot grocery
store on Broadway, police
said. Only the driver, Am-
ber Samokar of Winches-
ter, was injured and she
was taken to a hospital.

The Scott County Sher-
iff’s Office said Samokar
was ejected from the vehi-

charged with DUI, first-
degree wanton endanger-
ment, first-degree criminal
mischief, first-degree flee-
ing/evading, reckless driv-
ing and three counts of
speeding, according to
Georgetown police.

The sheriff’s office said
excessive speed, failure to
wear a seat belt and suspect-
ed alcohol use were contrib-
uting factors in the crash.

The Georgetown/Scott
County Collision Investiga-
tion Unit is investigating
the crash, while George-
town police are handling
the criminal investigation.
More charges could be
filed pending the outcome
of ongoing investigations,
Georgetown police said.

The road was shut down
for several hours while the
Collision Investigation
Unit investigated the
scene. The road has since
reopened.

cle and seriously injured. Christopher Leach:
Samokar has been @ChrisLeachHL
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Extra news. No extra charge.
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