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COMMENTARY

Pete Rose is a sure thing for Baseball
Hall of Fame now, right? Not so fast

BY BILL SHAIKIN, LOS
ANGELES TIMES

The Tribune Content Agency

LOS ANGELES

When Rob Manfred
announced Tuesday that a
dead man can no longer
be banned from baseball,
my first thought was this:
If Pete Rose is going into
the Hall of Fame, then
Barry Bonds is too.

My second thought was
this: What if neither one is
going into the Hall of
Fame?

Sounds silly, I know.
There is no reason to rein-
state Rose except to make
him eligible for the Hall of
Fame. Baseball does not
need a commissioner
setting up a fresh recount-
ing of Rose’s sins every
few years because he
keeps appearing on a Hall
of Fame ballot without
being elected. The Hall of
Fame does not need that
either, and Manfred is on
the Hall’s board of direc-
tors.

But, over the years, that
very board has made crys-
tal clear who it did not
want in its hallowed Hall,
Rose and Bonds included.

The Hall did not have a
rule against the election of
banned players until it
hurried to adopt that rule
when Rose was banned.
And, in 2017, amid the

Classified

debate over Bonds and
Roger Clemens, Hall of
Famer Joe Morgan - then
the vice president of the
Hall - wrote in a letter to
voters: “Steroid users
don’t belong here.”

Rose’s fate will be de-
cided by a committee
selected by the Hall of
Fame, since so much time
has passed since his play-
ing days. After the Base-
ball Writers Association of
America rejected Bonds
and Clemens 10 times,
their fate was left to such
a committee.

In the 10 BBWAA elec-
tions, the share of yes
votes for Bonds and Clem-
ens ranged from one-third
to two-thirds. In the sub-
sequent committee elec-
tion, the share of yes votes
for Bonds and Clemens
did not even reach one-
fourth.

That committee in-
cluded 16 members: six
Hall of Famers; seven
team executives or owners
(the Angels’ Arte Moreno
included); two baseball
writers; and one baseball
historian.

The members might be
different this time, but the
rule is the same: 75% of
the vote required for elec-
tion. Of the six other play-
ers on that ballot with
Bonds and Clemens, one
was elected: Fred McGriff.

With Tuesday’s announcement that a dead man can no
longer be banned from baseball, Pete Rose is now eligible
to be voted into the Hall of Fame.

No one else topped 50%.
Rose is the all-time
leader in hits, Bonds the
all-time leader in home
runs. No one has more

MVP awards than Bonds;
no one has more Cy
Young awards than Clem-
ens.

But the Hall of Fame

instructs voters to consid-
er “integrity, sportsman-
ship (and) character,” and
the committee voters -
Hall of Famers, club offi-
cials, writers and histori-
ans - all consider them-
selves guardians of the
game.

The Hall of Famers
themselves, particularly
so. They were not thrilled
that Rose repeatedly
showed up on induction
weekends at Cooper-
stown, stealing the spot-
light so he could peddle
his autograph. They may
not be amenable to shar-
ing the stage with contem-
poraries they may believe
disgraced the game.

“There will always be a
cloud above any discus-
sion about Pete Rose,”
Hall of Famer Mike
Schmidt told the Athletic.

Even on whether he
should get into the Hall?

“I think if you posed the
question to all of the living
Hall of Famers right now,
“ Schmidt said, “I think it
would almost be 50-50.”

In his letter, Morgan did
not name Bonds or Clem-
ens or anyone else, but it
is difficult to imagine his
words would not also
apply to the Rose situa-
tion.

“I hope the Hall of
Fame’s standards won’t be
lowered with the passage
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Legals

SINGLE-FAMILY HOUSES AVAILABLE FOR LEASE
The Lexington Housing Authority (LHA) will open the waiting list for 3-bedroom single-family homes scattered throughout
Lexington. Applications will be taken online May 19 - 23, 2025. To apply go to the LHA website at www.lexha.org or https://
lexha.myhousing.com. Applicants must meet eligibility requirements of the LHA Housing Choice Voucher Project-Based
Voucher (HCV/PBV) program. Rent is based on income and the tenant pays for all utilities (water, gas, electric). HCV/PBV
household composition requirements apply. If you do not have internet access, online application assistance is available
by calling the central office at (859)281-5060.

FY2025 Income Limits

FY2025 Income
Limit Area

FY 2025 Income
Limit Category

Persons in Family

Lexington-
Fayette, KY MSA

Very Low (50%
Income Limits($)

3
$46,100

4
$51,200

5 6
$55,300 $59,400

Accommodations for disabled or non-English speaking residents are made available upon advance request by calling
(859) 281-5060. Persons with hearing or speech impairments can receive assistance contacting the LHA by dialing 7-1-1
to reach the Kentucky Telephone Relay Service.

IPL0233520
May 18 2025

PUBLIC SALE

Available 5/29/25 9am. Units avail-
able for public bidding will be an-
nounced on the block. Public bidders
must arrive between 8 & 8:30am, show
photo ID, & pay a refundable $1,000
deposit plus non-refundable $50
registration fee per car they wish to
bid on. ADESA 672 Blue Sky Pkwy
40509. Regional Acceptance Corp:
3FA6POCD6KR236536 - 19 Fusion.
Westlake - CS113686 - 12 Highlander
IPL0233398

May 18 2025

Announcements

Fine Bourbon, Noble Cause
Join us for the Blue Skies Bourbon
Benefit, an unforgettable evening
dedicated to supporting Army Avia-
tion Gold Star Families.

Enjoy a premium selection of bour-
bon, fine dining, live entertainment,
and bid on exceptional auction
items. All proceeds directly support
Gold Star Families and ensure the
legacies of our fallen Army Aviation
aircrew are honored.

Date: May 31, 4:30-8:30 PM
Location: West Meadow Horse Farm
Learn more: https://givebutter.com/
BBSF-bourbon-benefit

Dogs

Golden Doodle Golden Doodle, F1bb
standard brown, black and blonde
Puppies-$Females: $800 and males $
600. Come w/ vet check, wormed, first
shots. (859) 640-3529.

TOO MUCH
STUFF?
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4
Rottweiler puppies for sale
CKC,7 weeks old,1st shots and
dewormed. Tails docked and dew
claws removed.
Precious pups. So friendly! Pick up
near Red River Gorge in Stanton, KY

Livestock

Highbelt Cows For Sale
Berea, Kentucky
Message or Call (859)940-1307

Serious Buyers Only Please

Tobacco Reporting Analyst
(Lexington, KY) Manage & analyze
data related to tobacco & vape tax-
ation. Extract, transform, & load to-
bacco data. Prep PACT documen-
tation & submit to states. Report
tobacco data to MSA. Ensure com-
pliance w/ Federal, State & local tax
regulations. Generate tax-related
docs & report. Work w/ turning
point s/ware, MS Excel, MFTHub, &
others. Reqgs a Masters in Business
Administration or related field, or
foreign equiv & 24 months of exp
in Tobacco Industry Dealing W/
Compliance & Data Analyzation.
Mail resumes to Royal Wholesale &
Distributors Inc, 2121 Capstone Dir,
Lexington KY 40511.

Management Analyst (Lexington,
KY) To collaborate w/ sr. mgmt
w/in the organization to identify
strengths & weaknesses of the
co. which incl expanding custom-
er base, to create new business
opportunities, analyze customer
needs to enhance efficient sales
activities, make recommendations
for improvement & successful ad-
justments incl new practice recom-
mendations to sr. mgmt, promote,
track & measure compliance w/
prgm changes by creating & im-
plmtg appropriate data collection, &
prep progress reports in English &
Japanese. Will also serve as a point
of contact between parent co. in
Japan & employer in U.S. $79,019/
yr Bach’s in Engg or equiv, 2 yrs
exp in the field & Fluency in the
Japanese language reqd. Send re-
sume to Attn: TS-03, Tokyo Sangyo
Inc, 6 South 2nd St, STE 712, Ham-
ilton, OH 45011.

Employment

Auto mfg co. in Frankfort, KY seeks
Industrial Engr for various process
mgmt & efficiency improvement
ops. Must have Bach deg in In-
dustrial Engr, Mech Engr or rel. &
2yrs of exp in rel'd job - must incl
knowledge of Minitab, AutoCAD,
materials for bonding, sealing, in-
sulation, dampening applications,
converting processes for auto parts
in interior, exterior & electronic ap-
plications. Domestic travel req 1x/
month & Int'l travel req 1x/quarter.
Salary range $78,853-$120K/yr.
Mail resume: Nitto, HR, 120 For-
tune Dr, Frankfort, KY 40601 or
stephanie.adams @ nitto.com

Service Directory

Care Giver

Christian Caregiver
| provide in home care for your loved
one. | am CNA trained, honest and de-
pendable. Experienced with referenc-
es. Call for information 859-421-0401

Home & Business Improvement

Commonwealth Construction/
Handyman Services
859.699.9949
Do All Company-For All Your Needs
Licensed,Registered,Insured ,Bonded

All Carpet Repairs/Stretch/
Pet & Water Damage/Rotten/ Squeaky
Floors. crosscarpetrepair.com
30+ yrs exp. 859-225-3863

Junk/Trash/Debris Removal
ALLENS JUNK RE-
MOVAL

Home and Garage
Cleanouts, Yard Work
Furniture/Appliances

(859)576-5187

Roofing

Larry Isaac’s Roofing
Fully Insured - 30 Years Experience
Call: (859) 644-2168

LOOKING
FOR
THAT
PERFECT
NEW
JOB?

Let Classifieds Help

HERALD-LEADER
KENTUCKY.COM

of time,” Morgan wrote.

“For over eighty years,
the Hall of Fame has been
a place to look up to,
where the hallowed halls
honor those who played
the game hard and right. I
hope it will always remain
that way.”

The Hall of Fame does
not say how individual
committee members vot-
ed. That lack of transpar-
ency, although unfortu-
nate, could be critical in
maintaining the independ-
ence of the vote, given the
pressure applied by Presi-
dent Trump, who publicly
campaigned before and
after his election for Ros-
e’s induction. Manfred
met with Trump last
month.

If the purpose of the
Hall of Fame is to honor
the game’s very best play-
ers, then of course Rose
and Bonds and Clemens
should be in it.

The track record of the
committees that will de-
cide on Rose and Bonds
and Clemens indicates
that those voters believe
in criteria beyond statis-
tics, so jumping to the
immediate conclusion -
Rose is getting in! - may
be no sure thing.

On Wednesday;, I
checked. Bookies.com put
the chance of Rose getting
into the Hall at 83.3%.
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287 AC* | 1 TRACT
MORGAN CO, KY

6/3/25 AT 11 AM

AUCTION HELD AT:
WOODSBEND WEDDINGS & EVENTS
6424 STATE HWY 705
WEST LIBERTY, KY 41472

IN COOPERATION WITH WHITETAIL PROPERTIES REAL ESTATE, LLC

GREG MEADE, AGENT: 859.771.7640
RANCHANDFARMAUCTIONS.COM

IN COOPERATION WITH WHITETAIL PROPERTIES REAL ESTATE LLC (237494) | Debbie Laux, Ranch &

Farm Auctions, Kentucky Broker License.

# 247145 | Derek Fisher, Whitetail Properties Real Estate, KY Broker License #265593 | Joe Gizdic, Director, Ranch & Farm Auctions, 217.299.0332
Greg Meade, Kentucky Land Specialist for Whitetail Properties Real Estate, LLC, 859.771.7640 | Cody Lowderman, KY Auctioneer, RP 3502

Auctions

294 LAKE WALES DR
LEXINGTON, KY 40515

SATURDAY, MAY 24TH
@ 10:00 AM

OPEN HOUSE
WEDNESDAY MAY 14™ 11A-2P

R

IN ORDER TO SETTLE THE KEVIN WINBUSH ESTATE, THE CATALYST AUCTIONS GOUP WITH KELLL

LIVE & ONLINE

For more information: CatalystSold.com/Auctions - to schedule to view, contact
Tyler Edge, Auctioneer at 270-316-6491 or auctions@catalystsold.com

Real Estate Terms: A non-refundable earnest money of 10% of the total sale price is required the date of the
auction.The remaining purchase price is due at closing, which will take place within 45 days of the Auction Date.
There is no personal property included in this sale; any remaining at closing becomes responsibility of the new buyer.

POSSESSION: with delivery of the deed and property taxes are fo be prorated to the date of closing. Bidders
have 10 days prior fo the auction for an inspection as the property sells on an*AS-IS” basis.

BUYER'S PREMIUM: A buyer’'s premium of 10% is added fo the bid price fo arrive at the final purchase price.
OWNER: The Kevin Winbush Estate

859-363-6001
CATALYSTSOLD.COM kv COMMONWEALTH
ANNOUNCEMENTS MADE AT AUCTION TAKE PRECEDENCE OVER PRINTED MATERIALS KELLERWILLIAMS. REA

ER WILLIAMS COMMONWEALTH HAS BEEN AUTHORIZED TO SELL THE FOLLOWING SUBJECT TO COURT APPROVAL:

4 BEDROOM, 1.5 BATHROOM HOME

Property Features: This 4 Bedroom 1.5 Bath home located in the established Cove Lake neighborhood is
situated on an oversized lot with a fenced in back yard. The interior features an open concept living room/
dining area that opens into the kitchen. There are 3 bedrooms on the main level with 1.5 baths.The lower
level features a great room, a 4th bedroom, laundry area and a 1 car attached garage.

CATALYST
AUCTIONS
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