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lobbying records show.
Builders have complained
for years it takes too long
to get developments
through Lexington’s plan-
ning process.
Now, those same devel-

opers who lobbied for the
changes in Frankfort don’t
want the city to pass the
new objective standards,
which they say are too
strict or onerous. Neigh-
borhoods, meanwhile, are
concerned about the lack
of public input.
Lexington Council mem-

A state-mandated over-
haul of Lexington’s plan-
ning ordinances designed
to speed-up approval of
projects met with resist-
ance and complaints Tues-
day from developers, coun-
cil members and neigh-
borhoods alike.
The Lexington-Fayette

Urban County Council will
discuss the overhaul of the
ordinance at a May 13
meeting after extensive
discussion and comments
during two meetings on
Tuesday.
The council was sup-

posed to take its first vote
during Tuesday’s work
session, but because of the
questions and concerns
raised, it voted to delay
voting until May 13.
In 2024, the Kentucky

General Assembly passed
House Bill 443, which
directed cities and counties
to change zoning ordinanc-
es to make themmore
objective and also allow for
more staff or adminis-
trative review rather than
public hearings.
Commerce Lexington,

the city’s business cham-
ber, lobbied the legislature
to pass the bill, legislative

ber Emma Curtis said she
hoped the legislature was
paying attention and would
work with the city before
passing legislation that
affects Lexington. City
planners said no one from
the legislature talked to
planning staff before pass-
ing the bill.
Some legislators have

said the intent was not to
take away public comment.
However, the bill clearly
calls for administrative or
staff approval rather than
public hearings, Curtis and

city officials said.
“It has put us in a diffi-

cult position,” Curtis said.
“We are all looking for the
best bad option.”

HOWTHE PROCESS
WORKS
The city has worked for

more than a year on the
changes to comply with HB
443. The Planning Com-
mission voted in April to
approve the changes.
Under the changes, no

public hearing would be
required if a developer files

a development plan for a
new project that does not
include a zone change. If
the developermeets all the
criteria, staff could approve
that development plan
within 30 days, said Keith
Horn, the commissioner of
planning and preservation
during the council’s General
Government and Planning
Committee on Tuesday.
If the developer asked for

a waiver of any of the city’s
planning rules or a health
and public safety issue is
raised, a public hearing on
that final development plan
before the planning com-
mission would be conduct-
ed, Horn said.
Adjacent property own-

ers of the proposed devel-
opment would be notified
if a waiver is filed and
could speak before the
planning commission.
Daniel Crum, principal

planner, said Tuesday the
impetus behind the
changes was to make all of
the city’s rules objective
and not subjective.
“We had to make sure

we were not leaving any
subjective language,”
Crum said.
There is no requirement

to separate an entry into a
development from a rail-
road crossing. Under cur-
rent land use ordinances
would require a developer
to meet with city traffic
engineers, who would have
discretion on where that
entry would be placed.
Under the changes,

those standards are now
set out in the ordinance,
Crum said.

Crum said city planners
made multiple changes to
the proposed ordinance
after speaking with devel-
opers and neighborhoods.
The lack of a public

hearing on final devel-
opment plans is concerning
for neighborhoods who
often find it tricky to navi-
gate a sometimes byzan-
tine planning process, said
Walt Gaffield, president of
the Fayette County Neigh-
borhood Association.
Less public comment

could translate to bad
development, he said.
Meanwhile, builders and

developers say the new
objective standards are too
rigid and could slow approv-
al of development plans.
“Commerce Lexington

opposes the division of
planning’s attempt to fast-
track new regulations that
will make infill and rede-
velopment even more
costly and cause additional
and unnecessary delays.
Higher costs equal less
infill and redevelopment,”
said Carla Blanton, presi-
dent of the board of Com-
merce Lexington.
Blanton urged the coun-

cil not rush through ap-
proval of the changes.
But the city is running

out of time. House Bill 443
directs the city to have the
changes in place by July 1.
Crum said if the city

doesn’t make the changes
it could face lawsuits.
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Vehicles drive along West Main Street in downtown Lexington.
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Nine Kentucky men
were arrested recently as
part of a nationwide FBI
operation to identify, track
and arrest child sex of-
fenders.
More than 200 arrests

were made across the U.S.
as part of a five-day FBI
initiative that incorporated
all 55 field offices, the FBI
said in a news release
Wednesday.
In Kentucky, the FBI

Louisville office secured
10 federal indictments

and six arrests. Three
people in state custody
will be transferred to a
federal prison. One person
remains outstanding, and
one indictment is under
seal, according to the FBI.
Indictments include:
• Jason Back, 42, of

Salyersville, was charged
with online enticement of
a minor.
• Jesus Chavez, 32, of

Somerset, was charged
with five counts of produc-
ing child pornography.
• Jordan A. Cobb, 33, of

Salyersville, was charged
with online enticement of
a minor and cyberstalking

of a minor.
• Austin Hawk, 25, of

Pittsburg, was charged
with transporting a minor
across state lines with the
intent to engage in sexual
activity.
• Nathan Smith, 30, of

Manchester, was charged
with two counts of dis-
tribution of child pornog-
raphy, one count of receiv-
ing child pornography,
and one count of posses-
sion of child pornography.
• Michael Moon, 47, of

Annville, was charged
with one count of receiv-
ing child pornography and
one count of possession of

child pornography.
• Timothy Ray Dale, 63,

of Paris, was charged with
one count of production of
child pornography and
one count of possession of
child pornography.
• Finley Wooton, 32, of

Hyden, was charged with
the attempted production
of child pornography.
Olivia Olson, acting

special agent in charge of
the FBI Louisville Field
Office, commended the

FBI Louisville’s Child
Exploitation Human Traf-
ficking Task Force, which
assisted the mission in
Kentucky.
“While the FBI’s work

to identify, investigate,
and apprehend these pred-
ators never stops, our
increased efforts over the
last month during Oper-
ation Restore Justice re-
sulted in removing some
of our community’s most
heinous criminals,” Olson

said. “FBI Louisville, in
lockstep with our law
enforcement partners, will
continue to use every
available resource to pro-
tect America’s most vul-
nerable populations, espe-
cially our children.”
People arrested nation-

wide included those in
positions of public trust,
such as law enforcement,
military and teachers, the
FBI said.
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The Franklin County
Coroner’s Office has re-
leased the identity of the
two teenage boys who
died last week in a house
fire.
The boys were identi-

fied as 13-year-old Bently
Fields and 15-year-old
Rylan Fields. The coro-
ner’s office previously said
the boys were declared
dead at the scene of the
fire.
Autopsies were perform-

ed May 1. No other up-
dates were provided.
The boys were students

in the Franklin County
School District. In a state-
ment posted to Facebook,
the district said counselors
and mental health support
staff are available for as
long as necessary.
“We are deeply sad-

dened for the family and
our school community,”
the district wrote.
A GoFundMe to raise

funds for the boys’ funer-
als said Bently Fields was
supposed to graduate from
middle school in a few
weeks, and he loved to
fish and make YouTube
videos. Rylan Fields was
described as tech-savvy
and could fix phones and
computers.
A second GoFundMe

fundraiser was created to
support the boys’ step-
mother and her 3-year-old

child.

BOYS’ FATHER
CHARGED WITH ARSON
The boys’ father, 43-

year-old Dustin Fields, has
been charged with first-
degree arson inthe fire. It
happened at his home on
Flat Creek Road early
April 30, and after fire-
fighters controlled the
flames, they found the two
boys and a dog dead in-
side the home.
Dustin Fields was

arrested the next day. His
arrest citation said he used
an accelerant to start the
fire, knowing his sons
were inside.
A Bureau of Alcohol,

Tobacco, Firearms and
Explosives K-9 detected
the accelerant on Fields’
shoes and at various loca-

tions of the home, in-
cluding where the boys
were found, according to
the citation.
Dustin Fields was ar-

raigned in Franklin Dis-
trict Court Monday, where
he requested to be
released for the boys’
funeral.
No action was taken,

but the commonwealth
attorney’s office objected
to the motion. Franklin
District Judge Chris Olds
told Fields to file a motion
for the request, and it will
be considered.
Dustin Fields’ next

scheduled court date is
May 13 for a preliminary
hearing, according to
court records.
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A residence on Flat Creek Drive in Franklin County was
destroyed by a fire on April 30. Dustin Fields has been
charged with first-degree arson in connection to the fire.
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