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rejecting a transplant-
ed organ.

“Transplant patients
usually don’t die
because of the
transplant,” Martin
said. “It’s not from
like my liver, for
example, but it will
be a complication
from something else,
severe pneumonia, a
bad stomach issue,
complications from
high blood pressure or
cholesterol.”

“It’s not just a
transplant, it’s not

the end of it,” Martin
said. “But after the
first three years, the
negative side effects
start to gradually taper
down.”

Medications, routine
lab work, and checkups
with specialists are

still a part of Martin’s
life to help ensure her
body isn’t rejecting

the organ and things
are working as they
should. She has
encountered two minor
rejections since 1998.

Martin returned to
work around three
months after her
surgery and would
ultimately decide to
go on to college, a
goal she had planned
to accomplish before
learning she would
need a transplant.

“The things I thought
about doing and
thought I'd never get to
do at the time, going to
college would be one of
them,” Martin said.

As a young teenager,
Martin witnessed

her brother’s health
also decline, which
ultimately led to him
needing two kidney
transplants himself.
Through the years, the
siblings would become
a support system

for one another at
different times during
their journeys.

Martin said that both
she and her brother
lost friends after
becoming sick and
having been put on an
organ transplant list.

“If somebody is sick
and they’re on a
transplant list, please
don’t talk to them

like they’re different,”
Martin said. “Just treat
them like you always
do.” Martin explained
that oftentimes people
are unsure how to react
or how to handle what
people with serious
illnesses are facing.

For someone to receive
a transplant and a new
chance at life, someone
else has to lose theirs.
It is a complicated,
heart-wrenching
moment for those who
have suffered a loss,
but a blessing and gift
to the recipients who
accept a donor’s organ.

After someone receives
a donor organ, the two
sets of parties involved
do not typically get

to know one another.
Martin said she
sometimes thinks
about the person who
she received the liver
she needed from.

“You wonder what
happened to them,”
Martin said, explaining
that donor families
and donor recipients
are allowed to
communicate via
written letters that
are filtered through
the transplant
coordinators to
ensure no personal

information is shared.
Martin said she didn’t
receive correspondence
back from her donor’s
family.

Her gratitude for being
alive today because of
someone else dying

is something she
struggles to find the
words to say.

“Thank you just
doesn’t cut it, you
know?” Martin said. “I
would just like to talk
to the family and learn
more about my donor.”

“Was he/she not good
at math? Did they
write like this? Did
they love strawberries
and shrimp?” Martin
asked.

Martin said after the
transplant, she had
sudden changes in
her life. For example,
she was great at math
before the surgery,
but not after. Her
handwriting was
different and she never
liked strawberries and
shrimp until after her
transplant.

What Martin is
referring to is called
“cellular memories”
where recipients
experience sudden
and very different
traits, emotions, or
even memories after
receiving a donor
organ. Medical studies
are exploring these
claims and some find
there are plausible,
scientific explanations
in considering that
cellular memory may
be more than just a
theory.

Considering organ
donation can be an
unsettling decision for
many people. April

is National Donate
Life Month, a time set
aside that many use to
educate people while

honoring donors and
their families who have
chosen to give the gift
of life beyond their
own.

Martin encourages
others to consider the
lifesaving gift of organ
donation.

“If you lose somebody
in your family and they
sign to be an organ
donor, honor their
wishes because they
really don’t need them
anymore,” Martin said,
adding that sometimes
people opt to forgo
organ donation,
because they may

look different at their
funeral. “It’s not going
to affect the way they
look at the funeral and
I know you hate the
thought of them being
cut on, and I get that,
but there’s so many
people that’s going to
live because of that.”

She also encourages
anyone awaiting an
organ transplant that if
they learn they need a
TIPPS procedure to be
sure to carry through
with it, because if you
need a shunt by pass
to keep blood flowing
through, it is critical to
ensure you aren’t faced
with a sudden rupture
or even death.

According to the
Health Resources

and Services
Administration, over
103,000 individuals
are on the national
transplant waiting list,
including children.
Seventeen people die
each day waiting for an
organ transplant and
every eight minutes
another person is
added to the waiting
list. Kidneys are by

far the most common
need of donors on the
waiting list with nearly
90,000 people in need,
as of September 2024.
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METCALFE COUNTY
PROPERTY ADMINISTRATOR

Property assessment notices are being mailed to Metcalfe County
property owners. This is a notice to inform owners of their current
2025 assessment, not a tax bill. The taxable value is shown at the
top left side of the notice. Individuals who have had changes in
property as-sessments should receive notice.

INSPECTION PERIOD FOR
THE PROPERTY TAX ASSESSMENT ROLL

The Metcalfe County real property tax roll will be open for
inspection from May 5 through May 19. Under the supervision of
the Property Valuation Administrator or one of the depu-ties, any
person may inspect the tax roll.

This is the January 1, 2025, assessment on which state, county and
school taxes for 2025 will be due on or about October 1, 2025.

The tax roll is in the office of the property valuation administrator
on the main floor of the county government building and may be
inspected during the following hours:

Monday-Friday 8:00 A.M-4:00 PM.
Saturday 8:00 A.M.-10:00 A.M.

Any taxpayer desiring to appeal any assessment on real property
made by the PVA must first request a conference with the PVA or a
designated deputy. The conference may be held prior to or during

Any taxpayer still aggrieved by an assessment on real property
after the conference with the PVA or designated deputy may
appeal to the county board of assessment appeals.

The appeal must be filed with the County Clerk’s office no later than
one work day following the conclusion of the inspection period.

Any taxpayer failing to appeal to the county board assessment
appeals, or failing to appear before the board, either in person
or by designated representative, will not be eligible to ap-peal
directly to the Kentucky Board of Tax Appeals.

Appeals of personal property assessment shall not be made to the
county board of as-sessment appeals. Personal property taxpayers
shall be served notice under the provision of KRS.132.450(4) and
shall have the protest and appeal rights granted under provision

The following steps should be taken when a taxpayer does not
agree with the assessed val-ue of personal property as determined
by the Property Valuation Administrator.

(1) Taxpayer must list under protest (for certification) what they
believe to be the fair cash value of their property.

(2) Taxpayer must file a written protest directly with the
Department of Revenue, Office of Property Valuation within
30 days from the date of from the date of the notice of

(3) This protest must be in accordance with KRS.131.110.

(4) The final decision of the Department of Revenue may be
appealed to the Kentucky Board of Tax Appeals.

KDE’s Summer Boost Program

By Jennifer Ginn
Director of

Communications

Thirty-four districts
and 35 sites will

be participating in
the 2025 Summer
Boost: Reading

and Mathematics
Program, a
partnership between
the Kentucky

Summer Boost
coordinators will direct
families to KDE’s
Summer Support
webpages, which also
are available to all
Kentucky families.

The webpages offer
information and
resources to encourage
students and families
to make learning a part
of their daily summer

Make SUMMEr COUNt £ i g —

Carter County, Clark
County, Covington
Independent, Erlanger
Elsmere, Fairview
Independent, Fayette
County, Frankfort
Independent, Fulton
County, Fulton
Independent, Glasgow
Independent, Greenup
County, Hardin
County, Jefferson
County, Jessamine

Department of
Education (KDE)
Office of Teaching
and Learning and
the Summer Food
Service Program.

The Summer Boost
program promotes
family engagement
in reading and
math by giving
away free books
and fun items —
such as wristbands,
bookmarks, and
backpacks —
intended to motivate
continued learning
throughout the
summer months.
Each awarded site
will receive about
1,000 books to
distribute at their

meal sites.

Families interested
in having their
child participate
should reach out to
their local Summer
Food Service
Department for
more information
about meal service
sites within their

routines and to make
summer count! Other
resources available
on the webpages
include information
for families and
caregivers, and
literacy, mathematics

and gifted and talented

resources.

Districts participating
in the 2025 Summer
Boost: Reading and
Mathematics Program
include Adair County,
Augusta Independent,
Barren County,

RENT TO OWN

County, Johnson
County, Lincoln
County, Logan County,
Ludlow Independent,
Magoffin County,
Martin County,
Metcalfe County,
Newport Independent,
Nelson County,
Oldham County,
Owen County, Owsley
County, Rockcastle
County, Somerset
Independent,

Spencer County,
Whitley County,

and Williamstown
Independent.
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CROSSWORD ANSWERS CAN BE FOUND ON PAGE EIGHT






