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Parked cars are now a leading source of stolen guns, new report finds
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BY AMANDA HERNANDEZ
States Newsroom

growing number of fire-
Aarms are being stolen

from parked cars, espe-
cially in urban areas, according
to a new report that highlights a
frequently overlooked source of
illegally circulating guns.

The nonpartisan think tank
Council on Criminal Justice re-
leased an analysis examining
five years of gun theft data re-
ported to law enforcement in 16
cities — both urban and rural —
with populations over 250,000.
The analysis found that while
the overall rate of reported gun
thefts remained steady between
2018 and 2022, gun thefts from
motor vehicles rose sharply.

The number of guns reported
stolen from vehicles increased
by 31% over the five-year period,
while gun thefts during burglar-
ies of homes and businesses fell
by 40%. In large urban areas, the
overall gun theft rate jumped
by 42% between 2018 and 2022,
while rural areas saw a 22% de-
cline.

The findings are based on
data from more than 2,000 law
enforcement agencies across
the country that consistently
submitted detailed crime re-
ports to the FBI's National Inci-
dent-Based Reporting System
between 2018 and 2022. To-
gether, those agencies represent
about 25% of the U.S. population
and 12% of all law enforcement
agencies nationwide.

As gun violence continues
to grip communities across
the country, a growing body
of research suggests that fire-
arm theft — particularly from
vehicles — is a key, but often
overlooked, source of weapons
used in crimes. While research
remains limited, some studies
show stolen guns are dispro-
portionately recovered at crime
scenes, and gun violence tends
to rise in areas where thefts have
occurred.

Yet national data on gun theft
remains sparse and there is no
nationwide system for tracking
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stolen guns. Even basic details
— such as how many guns are
taken in each reported incident
— are often missing from official
police reports.

With crime and firearm policy
high on the Trump administra-
tion’s agenda, experts say more
research is urgently needed to
understand how stolen guns fuel
broader cycles of violence.

“We really don’t have a full
national picture of stolen guns,’
said Susan Parker, one of the
report’s authors and a research
assistant professor in the De-
partment of Emergency Medi-
cine at Northwestern University.
“It’s really difficult to think about
prevention when you don’t
know much”

The report’s findings suggest
that parked cars have become a
major weak point in firearm secu-
rity — one that could be addressed
through policy, public education
and better data collection.

Some states, including Col-
orado and Delaware, have re-
cently passed laws requiring
firearms stored in vehicles to be
locked in secure containers. In
recent years, several other states
have considered similar mea-
sures, including legislation man-
dating safe storage and stricter
reporting requirements for lost
or stolen guns.

Currently, just 16 states and the
District of Columbia require gun
owners to report lost or stolen fire-
arms to law enforcement, accord-
ing to the Giffords Law Center, a
nonpartisan gun safety group.

“Where you store your gun re-
ally matters. We see that so many
of the guns that are stolen are in-
creasingly from vehicles,” Parker
said. “That kind of shift in how
we're carrying guns should also
maybe be accompanied by shifts
in how we're thinking about
keeping them safe and out of the
risk of being misused.”

Among the 16 cities included
in the report, Memphis, Tennes-
see, had the highest rate of gun
thefts in 2022 — 546 reported
incidents per 100,000 residents.
That’s nearly double the rate in
Detroit, which ranked second at
297 per 100,000, and more than
10 times higher than in Seattle,
which had the lowest rate at 44
per 100,000.

Kansas City, Missouri, had
the third-highest rate at 234
per 100,000, followed by Mil-
waukee, at 219 per 100,000, and
Nashville, Tennessee, at 210 per
100,000.

While residences remained
the most common place guns
were stolen from overall, the
share of gun thefts occurring
in parking lots, garages and on
roads rose significantly. By 2022,
40% of all reported gun thefts in-
volved a vehicle, up from 31% in
2018.

Vehicle break-ins resulting in

stolen firearms nearly doubled
in urban areas — from 37 per
100,000 people in 2018 to 65 per
100,000 people in 2022.

As parked vehicles have
become a more frequent tar-
get for thieves, the locations
of those thefts have shifted.
In 2018, about half of all re-
ported gun thefts from vehi-
cles occurred at residences. By
2022, that share had dropped
to roughly 40%, while thefts
from vehicles in parking lots
and garages rose by 76%. The
report also found significant
increases in gun thefts from
vehicles on roads, highways
and alleys — up 59% over the
five-year period.

In the most rural areas, where
gun ownership is often more
common, the share of vehicle
break-ins that resulted in gun
theft rose from 18% to 24%.
In urban areas, that figure in-
creased from 6% to 10.5%.
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BATHROOM REMODEL
BATH & SHOWER
UPDATES in as little as
ONE DAY! Affordable
prices - No payments for 18
months! Lifetime warranty &
professional installs. Senior &
Military Discounts available.
Call: 1-833-770-0957

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can
install a new, custom bath or
shower in as little as one day.
For a limited time, waiving ALL
installation costs! (Additional

terms apply. Subject to change
and vary by dealer. (Offer ends
9/30/25.) Call 1-866-837-5986

Safe Step. North America’s #1
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service.

Now featuring our FREE
shower package and $1600 Off
for a limited time! Call today!

Financing available. Call Safe

Step 1-888-302-4539

BUSINESS SPACE FOR
RENT

Frankfort Office Space for rent:
Second floor with four large
office areas, restroom. Office
desks furnished. Located %2
mile from 1-64 Lawrenceburg
exit 53A. Electric, water, gas,
utilities and internet included.
$2,200 per month. Call Bonnie
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Howard, Kentucky Press
Association, 502-223-8821

BUYING CARS
We buy 8,000 cars a week.
Sell your old, busted or junk
car with no hoops, haggles
or headaches. Sell your car
to Peddle. Easy three step
process. Instant offer. Free
pickup. Fast payment. Call

1-844-440-0399

BUYING HOUSES
We Buy Houses for Cash AS
IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any
condition. Easy three step
process: Call, get cash offer
and get paid. Get your fair cash
offer today by calling Liz Buys
Houses: 1-888-287-5615

CABLE/UTILITIES
DIRECTV OVER INTERNET -
Get your favorite live TV, sports
and local channels. 99% signal
reliability! CHOICE Package,
$84.99/mo for 12 months. HBO
Max and Premium Channels
included for 3 mos (w/CHOICE
Package or higher.) No annual
contract, no hidden fees! Some
restrictions apply. Call IVS
1-888-340-6138

AFFORDABLE TV &
INTERNET. If you are
overpaying for your service,
call now for a free quote and
see how much you can save!
1-877-548-7494

Get DISH Satellite TV +
Internet! Free Install, Free

DIRECTV

HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 On-

Demand Movies, Plus Limited

Time Up To $600 In Gift Cards.
Call Today! 1-855-633-4574

DIRECTV- All your
entertainment. Nothing on your
roof! Sign up for Directv and
get your first three months of
Max, Paramount+, Showtime,
Starz, MGM+ and Cinemax
included. Choice package
$84.99/mo. Some restrictions
apply. Call DIRECTV
1-866-292-5435

CELLULAR
Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited
Talk, Text and Data For Just
$25/mo! The Power Of 3 5G
Networks, One Low Price!
Call Today and Get The Latest
iPhone Every Year On Us!
855-841-2894

Consumer Cellular - the same
reliable, nationwide coverage
as the largest carriers. No long-
term contract, no hidden fees
and activation is free. All plans
feature unlimited talk and text,
starting at just $20/month. For
more information, call
1-833-353-2982

DEBT HELP
Inflation is at 40year highs.
Interest rates are way up.
Credit Cards. Medical Bills. Car
Loans. Do you have $10k or
more in debt? Call NATIONAL
DEBT RELIEF and find out
how to pay off your debt for
significantly less than what you

DON’T COMPROMISE.

GET DIRECTV.

GET THE UNMATCHED ENTERTAINMENT¥
EXPERIENCE THAT ONLY DIRECTV CAN DELIVER

« Your favorite live TV, shows and news — local channels included
Local channels may not be available in all areas. Device may need to be in billing region in order to view local channels.

« Catch your favorite live games with DIRECTV - leader in sports
Claim based on offering of Nat'| and Regional Sports Networks. RSNs avail. wi

by 2P code and package.

« 99% signal reliability” plus exclusive Signal Saver™ technology™
ationid h ) !
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C'ontaet your Io‘cal DIRECTYV dealer!

CHOICE" PACKAGE
2-YEAR LOW PRICE GUARANTEE

$ %9
for 24 months
+ taxes and fees
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~ owe! FREE quote: Call’
1-844-262-5602

DONATIONS (VEHICLES)
Donate your car, truck, boat,
RV and more to support our
veterans! Schedule a FAST,
FREE vehicle pickup and
receive a top tax deduction!
Call Veteran Car Donations at
1-833-984-2146 today!

GOT AN UNWANTED CAR???
DONATE IT TO PATRIOTIC
HEARTS. Fast free pick up.

Patriotic Hearts’ programs help

veterans find work or start their

own business. Call 24/7:
1-833-485-3141.

Get a break on your taxes!
Donate your car, truck, or SUV
to assist the blind and visually

impaired. Arrange a swift,

no-cost vehicle pickup and
secure a generous tax credit
for 2025. Call Heritage for the
Blind Today at 1-877-581-3053
today!

FOOD SERVICES
Omaha Steaks Wines. 12
world class wines (and bonus
gifts) for ONLY $79.99 (plus
s/h.) Save $160! 12 new wine
selections plus a FREE $25
Omaha Steaks E-reward card
every three months. Cancel
anytime. 100% guarantee! Call
1-844-740-5945 and mention
code AGJF002 or visit www.
GetOSWine.com/sip169

HEALTH
Portable Oxygen Concentrator
May Be Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence and
mobility with the compact
design and long-lasting
battery of Inogen One. Free
information kit! Call
888-982-0374

HOME IMPROVEMENT
No more cleaning out gutters.
Guaranteed! LeafFilter is
the most advanced gutter
protection for your home,
backed by a no-clog guarantee
and lifetime transferrable
warranty. Call today
1-866-329-2415 to schedule
a FREE inspection and no
obligation estimate. Plus
get 20% off! Seniors and
military save an additional
10%. Restrictions apply, see
representative for warranty and
offer details

SunSetter. America’s Number
One Awning! Instant shade
at the touch of a button.
Transform your deck or patio
into an outdoor oasis. Up to
10-year limited warranty. Call
now and SAVE $350 today!
1-866-348-8793

NEED NEW WINDOWS?
Drafty rooms? Chipped or
damaged frames? Need
outside noise reduction? New,
energy efficient windows
may be the answer! Call for
a consultation & FREE quote
today. 1-833-890-2083. You will
be asked for the zip code of the
property when connecting.

Replace your roof with the
best looking and longest
lasting material - steel from
Erie Metal Roofs! Three styles
and multiple colors available.
Guaranteed to last a lifetime!
Limited Time Offer - up to 50%
off installation + Additional 10%
off install (for military, health
workers & 1st responders.)
Call Erie Metal Roofs:
1-888-306-0302

HOME SERVICES
Prepare for power outages
today with a Generac Home
Standby Generator. Act now
to receive a FREE 5-Year
warranty with qualifying
purchase. Call 1-844-688-8576
today to schedule a free quote.
It's not just a generator. It's a
power move.

INSURANCE SERVICES
DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 400
plus procedures. Real dental

insurance - NOT just a discount
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get
your FREE Dental Information
Kit with all the details!
1-855-900-7392 www.
dental50plus.com/26 #6258

INTERNET OFFERS
Choose EarthLink Fiber
Internet for speeds up to
5 Gigs, no data caps, no

throttling. Prices starting at
$54.95. Plus, a $100 gift card
when you make the switch.

Call 1-833-974-4780

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS
We Buy Vintage Guitar's!
Looking for 1920-1980 Gibson,
Martin, Fender, Gretsch,
Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite,
Rickenbacker, Prairie State,
D'Angelico, Stromberg. And
Gibson Mandolins / Banjos.
These brands only! Call for a
quote: 1-833-641-7011

SECURITY
HOME BREAK-INS take less
than 60 SECONDS. Don't wait!
Protect your family, your home,
your assets NOW for as little as
70¢ a day! Call 1-833-360-5407

SOCIAL SECURITY
YOU MAY QUALIFY for
disability benefits if you have
are between 52-63 years old
and under a doctor’s care for a
health condition that prevents
you from working for a year or
more. Call now!
1-833-641-6772

TIME SHARE/FINANCIAL
Wesley Financial Group,
LLC Timeshare Cancellation
Experts Over $50,000,000
in timeshare debt and fees
cancelled in 2019. Get free
informational package and
learn how to get rid of your
timeshare! Free consultations.
Over 450 positive reviews. Call
855-977-4979

WATCHES
CASH PAID FOR HIGH-END
MEN'S SPORT WATCHES.

Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek
Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, GMT,
Submariner and Speedmaster.
These brands only! Call for a
quote: 1-833-641-6058

WRITERS WANTED
Become a Published Author.
We want to Read Your Book!
Dorrance Publishing-Trusted
by Authors Since 1920 Book

manuscript submissions
currently being reviewed.
Comprehensive Services:
Consultation, Production,
Promotion and Distribution
Call for Your Free Author's

Guide 1-855-209-2951 or visit

dorranceinfo.com/Kentucky

Selling your home?
Advertise here and sell it faster.
Call Classifieds at 606-621-0005.

Public Notices
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Public Notices

PUBLIC NOTICE

The City of Harlan, Kentucky
will accept sealed bids on the
following Surplus Vehicles:

*+ 1995 FORD CROWN VIC
VIN#2FALP71W8SX184196

+ 2007 FORD F150 VIN# 1FTP-
W14V97FB71622

2011 INTERNATIONAL
DUMP  TRUCK  VIN#1HT-
WDAARABJ389572 With a
minimum Reserve bid of $7,500
on the 2011 International Dump
Truck.

Bids shall be submitted via
sealed envelope with the no-
tation “Bid Vehicle”, along with
the vehicle you wish to bid, and
shall be delivered to the Harlan
City Clerk at 124 S. Cumberland
Avenue in Harlan, Kentucky by
1:00 p.m. on Friday, August 1,
2025 at which time all bids will
be opened and real aloud. The
vehicles will be sold “AS IS”.
The City of Harlan reserves the
right to reject any and all Bids.

Harlan Enterprise:
July 23, 2025
BIDS/VEHICLES

PUBLIC NOTICE

STORAGE AUCTION
C & R STORAGE
FRIDAY, AUGUST 18T, 2025
AT 9:00 AM

UNIT # 12 D. STEWART
MARTIN STREET
UNIT#95 B.ROWE
LAN BYPASS

HAR-

Harlan Enterprise:
July 23, 2025
STORAGE AUCTION

Looking for
a home?
Look in our classifieds section and

learn of great deals for you
and your family.



