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Handicapped  opportunity and
Accesible Housing

I!\/Ww.homel andinc.c

STORAGE

AWR STORAGE -
for all your storage
needs.

Call 270-295-6695.

Call (270)927-8769 on : C&J F irear ms

CLARION CLASSIFIEDS
BUSINESS & SERVICES

WIMMER
SURVEYING

Linda J. Wimmer
Licensed Professional

Land Surveyor

210-922-5485

JuelYalue

Where Service is Not Just a Word But Our
Way of Doing Business

DAUBY’S

True Value Hardware
1522 10th Street

Tell City IN 47586

812-547-2566

A\ Authorized Dealer
Benjamin Benjamin Moore
Moore .
Paints

Paints

703 Jefferson St.
Tell City,IN
812-547-8825

Stop in & Check Out Our

Selection of
Firearms & Accessories

Monday - Friday = 9 am to 5 pm
Saturday = 9 am to 12 pm

C&C CONSTRUCTION

SEPTIC INSTALLATION

Landscaping, Trenching,
General Excavating.
Call 270-927-8202

We may be just the
7 insurance company

vou have been looking for. . .
Call Us Today for
Comparable Rates

Hancock County Assessment or
Co-Operative Insurance Company

Serving The Residents of Hancock County Since 1912
465 Hawes Blvd., Hawesville, KY
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 174 Hawesuville, KY 42348
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. - 12 Noon

927-6669

Marlee
Kratzer

—continued from page 1
for a while,” Tyler noted.
“By all accounts, Marlee
was herself. We had no
indication that she was
sick. She was not fa-
tigued, had an appetite,
and was fully function-
ing, and fully healthy.
That Sunday night (be-
fore her checkup), she
was playing with some
friends of hers, and was
the most energetic of all
of them. There were no
indications to us that
something was wrong,
other than a few abnor-
mal looking bruises...
They started the treat-
ments that Saturday,
and told us our lives
were going to go on

pause.”
He said both of their
employers have been

exceptionally accommo-
dating, thoughtfully ad-
justing work schedules
so that one or both of
them can be with Mar-
lee. She was diagnosed
at just 19-months-old,
and turned 21-months-
old on June 27th. She
has completed her first
cycle of chemothera-
py and is in remission.
However, doctors have
recommended she un-
dergo four additional
cycles to reduce the risk
of the cancer returning,
and she is currently in
her second cycle.

“She’s stronger than
Arikah and I could
have ever been,” he ex-
pressed. “Because she
is so young, she doesn’t
understand this. We're
at the hospital for 4-5
weeks at a time, and to
her that’s just normal
now. We can’t explain to
her why she’s hooked up
to these machines, why
she’s receiving medicine,
and why she’s not feel-
ing well. She can’t com-
prehend that. We can’t
tell her why she can’t go
play outside. She’d be
outside 24 hours a day -
rain, snow, or sunshine
if you would let her.
Removing her from her
norm was a hard transi-
tion but she has adapted
well. She is amazing. It’s
been tough on us, and
it’s changed our lives
up, but for her — she’s
been a rockstar. The
doctors told us they may
never be able to explain
how or whv she got this.

We're taking it one day,
one treatment, one cycle
at a time. The biggest
thing for us is our faith.
We grew up in Chris-
tian families, going to
church, and having our
lives devoted to Christ.
We're raising Marlee in
that way as well. This
time in our lives has
been truly a big test, but
we know and we’ve come
to the conclusion that
God has a plan for us...
For some reason He de-
cided to have Marlee go
through this, whether
it’s to show Arikah and I
something, to allow us to
spend more time togeth-
er as a family...We don’t
know why, but some-
how, some way, there’s
a plan. Whatever it is;
He’s got the plan.”

Tyler said their re-
lationship with God
and their faith in Him
has been primary in
coping with this, and
getting through it each
day. The outpouring of
support from the com-
munity has also made
a profound difference,
and has helped to ease
the emotional toll and
financial pressures.

“The support of our
community has been
beyond what we could
have ever imagined,” he
said gratefully. “It took
Arikah and I a couple of
weeks to text everybody
back that reached out
when we got this diag-
nosis. We've heard from
people that we haven’t
talked to in years. It’s
almost  overwhelming
the amount of support
we’ve gotten, not only fi-
nancially from the com-
munity, but kind words,
thoughts, prayers,
cards...People have tru-
ly been incredible. Our
gratitude could never be
expressed enough, and
we haven’t been able to
say thank you to every-
body. After people reach-
ing out and getting all of
these fundraisers and
community events orga-
nized, we were sitting in
the hospital and Arikah
looked at me and said,
‘We're never leaving this
community. This place
is our home, and it will
forever be our home.” I
looked at her and said,
‘T wholeheartedly agree.’
These people are our
people, and this commu-
nity truly is incredible
the way they've reached
out and helped us
through this. The people

For all your excavating needs
« Septic System

el /nstallation & Repair|

LRLEIIEE) - Trackhoe

« Trencher

» Bobcat

+ Backhoe

+ Dozer Service

FREE

Estimates

270-922-6492

B&C CONSTRUCTION
Roofing,Siding, Decks, &1 for«
Alex Bryant/ 930-25€ -0 /59
Licensed, Bonded, & Ins iad

i o"”srn uc“°‘\

Gutter
Installation
Call for Free Quote!
(930) 258-0339

Sales * Service * New Installs
Residential « Light Commercial

—LICENSED AND INSURED—
Master License No. MOO697
Featuring Ruud Heating
& Air Conditioning
We Service All Brands

210-295-3609

1480 John Pate Road Lewisport, KY

Industrial Supplies,
Ace’s Safety Boots & Shoes,
OSHA Safety Supplies,
Janitorial Supplies, Sporting
Goods, Apparel & Hunting
Accessories
8155 US Hwy 60W
Lewisport

270-295-3854

JOHNSON

Master Plumber
Ricky Johnson

270-314-7457
Your
Hancock County
Plumber
* Residential » Commercial
* Industrial * Free Estimates
#M6672
New Construction - Repairs
- Remodeling - Gaslines

- Waterheater - Sewer &
Drain Lines - Water Service

robmecormick @4jssupply.com

Email us to place
your classified ad.

hancockclarion@
gmail.com

that we rent our house
from have been phenom-
enal with working with
us. Both my parents and
Arikah’s parents are vis-
iting regularly up here
at the hospital. Making
that hour and a half
drive from Hawesville to
Louisville isn’t always
easy or fun, but they
have been pausing their
lives as well back home
to come and be here to
support us in any way
they can.”

Arikah & Tyler are
both 2017 graduates
of Hancock County
High School. She is the
daughter of Jay & Julie
Newton, and he is the
son of Keith & Michelle
Kratzer.

For Marlee’s first cycle
of treatments, they were
at Norton’s for 37 days
total. She went through
her first round of chemo-
therapy, and with this
specific type of leuke-
mia and treatment, the
doctors wanted to make
sure her body recovered
before discharging her.

“It took her about 22-
23 days to fully recover
from getting that first
treatment,” Tyler said.
“When she recovered,
they ran some more
tests, and sent us home.
We had a follow-up
treatment, and based
on those results, they
saw no new leukemia
cells in her body. That
was a complete shock
to Arikah and I. We
immediately prayed
and we thanked God
for His healing of Mar-
lee. She’s got to finish
up her second round of
chemo treatment this
week, and then she’ll
be in the recovery peri-
od here at the hospital.
They’ll monitor her lev-
els, and once she hits
a certain threshold,
they’ll discharge her
for at least a week, and
let her recover at home.
Then we’ll bring her
back in, and get re-ad-
mitted for cycle three.”

After the success of
cycle one, he said Mar-
lee was thrilled to come
back home for the first
time after being in the
hospital for so long. She
got a chance to play with
her cousins and see fam-
ily and friends that she
missed before returning
to the hospital.

“We pulled in the
driveway and we didn’t
even make it inside.
As soon as her car door
opened, she took off run-
ning outside. Her two
favorite things to do
at home are to ride the
4-wheeler and to swing.
It was just good to be
home and kind of re-in-
troduce ourselves back
in our lives for just that
short time. It gives Mar-
lee that sense of home,
but also gives the peo-
ple back home a sense
of Marlee, and lets them
reconnect. None of them
missed a beat when
they were playing. She
was back to her old self.
Looking at Marlee now,
the way she’s handling
the second round, you
would never guess that
she’s receiving chemo.
She’s just a pure joy and
a pure light,” Tyler said.

They were re-admit-
ted into Norton’s on

June 22nd. He said
Marlee is energetic and
loves to play and walk
the hallways at the hos-
pital, visiting with the
nurses, and getting a
break from her hospital
room. During the first
cycle, she was in iso-
lation for over 24 days
and couldn’t leave the
room because she had
a virus, and they were
monitoring everything
very closely.

“She was stuck in
there and that was tough
to keep a 19-month-old
contained in a 12x12
room. The moment she
got over that virus,” he
said, “we took off in the
hallways. Luckily, this
second go-round we ha-
ven’t been put in isola-
tion or anything. Being
home was good. If we
could just get to the next
time being home, and
then the next time...We
spend our days walking
the hallways or playing
with toys when she’s not
receiving  treatments.
They said once we come
home from the second
one, we'll spend at least
a week home, maybe
a little bit longer. This
last time home was ten
days. They said that’s
about average — a week
to two weeks home, and
then come back and
start the third one. It
all just depends on how
well her body recov-
ers from the treatment
while we’re here at the

hospital.”
When they were at
home between treat-

ments, they said it was
wonderful to be able to
attend church those two
Sundays at Hawesville
Baptist Church.

“Just walking into
church, into a public
setting with people we
know, and to just know
that our presence means
so much to them that
they're willing to take
their time to think about
us or pray for us, just
shows the love that they
have for us,” Tyler said.
“Arikah and I both were
overcome with emotion,
and we got teary-eyed.
This is our communi-
ty, our family, and our
home. Without their
support, their prayers,
and without God’s guid-
ance, we wouldn’t be
able to get through any
of this. It wasn’t only in
our church, but in our
whole community, and
even the community in
Owensboro. We've had
people reach out from
Owensboro that we
don’t even know. We've
had people reach out
from different states.
People we've never
talked to or seen before
have reached out and
sent us cards.”

The massive amount
of support has been
very  comforting to
them, and they are
feeling so blessed and
thankful because of it.

“People have gone out
of their way,” he said.
“We weren’t going to ask
for any of that. We're
beyond grateful, and
we can’t express that
gratitude enough. The
HCHS Track team did
the ‘Lap for Marlee’ in
May right after she was
diagnosed. Our church

family and other church-
es around the communi-
ty took up love offerings
for us. People at Ari-
kah’s work did a vaca-
tion raffle, and a chicken
salad sale. Claire Zogle-
man, a little girl from
our church who makes
bracelets and sells them
at the Farmers Mar-
ket, she did a bracelet
sale fundraiser. Nick &
Natalie McCaslin, Ari-
kah’s cousins, did the
huge rib cook. My uncle,
Kevin Kratzer, put on
a bass fishing tourna-
ment this past weekend.
He and his daughter,
Brittany Kratzer Ow-
ens, organized the tour-
nament with a raffle,
and Nick also cooked at
that; They had a great
turnout at Rocky Point.
Union Baptist Church,
where Arikah attended
before we got married
and where her family
still attends, they sold
some meals and raised
money. The Redemption
Place Church in Lewis-
port had a bake sale for
us. A lady I used to work
with in Daviess Coun-
ty is organizing a blood
drive in Owensboro and
in Hancock County next
week. The youth base-
ball program in Hancock
County has reached out,
and they did some raf-
fles for us. The girls’ bas-
ketball team in Hancock
County did fundraising

YOU CALL,
WE HAUL!

Recycle your
metal with

ALL KINDS
OF SCRAP

on Boyd Road in Cannelton, IN!
Now buying cars, copper,
brass, cans and more!
Big Job? No Problem!
We also have
container services!
Call or TEXT us today!

812-547-3101

Help Wanted

Quality Inn
House Keeping Job
Come applyin
person
270-295-3234
9040 US-60
Lewisport, KY

for us with their camp...
This community is truly
incredible with all of the
things that they do.”
Please keep Marlee
and her family in your
prayers, as they are not
even halfway through
this yet. Coming up in
September is the 5th
Annual Dave Taylor
Memorial Softball Tour-
nament, organized by
the publisher of The
Hancock Clarion, Chel-
sea Boling. It will be
in honor of Marlee this
year, and is scheduled
for Saturday, Septem-
ber 6th at South Han-
cock Park (Roseville
Park) at 9:00 a.m.

Make Vaccinations Part of
Your Back-to-School Checklist

As families begin preparing for the new school
year, the Green River District Health Department

encourages parents and caregivers to ensure that
children are up to date on recommended vaccina-
tions. Routine immunizations are a proven way to
help protect individuals and reduce the spread of
certain preventable diseases.

All vaccines approved for use in the United States
must meet high safety and quality standards:

* Vaccines undergo extensive clinical trials to

ensure safety and effectiveness prior to ap-

proval.

+  Millions of children across the country are
safely vaccinated each year.
*  Strict requirements govern how vaccines are
stored, handled, and monitored for outcomes.
*  Federal oversight and continuous evaluation
maintain the highest level of vaccine safety.
Vaccines help the body build natural immuni-
ty before exposure to potentially harmful illness-
es. On-time vaccination during childhood is a safe
and important step in supporting long-term health.
Making sure children are protected before they en-
ter school helps keep classrooms healthy and learn-

ing uninterrupted.

Adults are also encouraged to check their own
vaccination status. Staying up to date on immuni-
zations remains important for reducing the risk of
disease, especially for those who care for young chil-
dren, older adults, or individuals with weakened im-

mune systems.

Vaccination decisions are personal, and we en-
courage families to speak with their healthcare pro-
vider about what is recommended for each stage of
life. To check your or your child’s immunization sta-
tus, visit the Kentucky Immunization Registry por-
tal at https://kyirpublicportal.ky.gov/ or contact your

healthcare provider.

For more information, https://www.cdc.gov/vac-
cines/ and https://healthdepartment.org/
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