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Valent ine ’s  Day 
may be over.   Even 
the unofficial breakup 
date (February 18) for 
people who were real-
ly not valentines after 
all is now past.   But 
love remains in the 
hearts of Jerry and 
Mary Cowherd.

The Cowherds were 
married September 
6, 1968, in their pas-
tor’s house.  Jerry de-
scribed it as just an 
old-fashioned wed-
ding presided over by 
Rev. C.C. Willis, who 
had also performed 
their parents’ wed-
ding ceremony.

This wedding took 
place a couple of years 
after Jerry and Mary 
met in Campbells-
ville.  Jerry had grown 
up in Green County 
while Mary was from 
Marion County.  Mary 
was 16 when they 
met, and Jerry was 19 
years old.

“We were young 
people, just milling 
around,” Mary said.  “I 
was with my friends, 
and he was with his 
friends when we met.”

According to Jerry, 
the two of them dated 
for about two years, 
describing it as being 
off and on.

“I didn’t say that,” 
quipped Mary.

Jerry  sa id  that 
while they were dat-
ing, he would go to see 
Mary every Wednes-
day and then go back 
on Sunday afternoon.

Like every mar-
ried couple, Jerry 
and Mary sometimes 
disagreed in their re-
lationship, but they 
learned how to deal 
with it.

“I stayed mad when 
we disagreed,” Mary 
laughed.   “They say 
‘Don’t go to bed mad,’ 
but I think I did a few 
times.  But all in all, 
we just talked about 
it and went on.   Jer-
ry never did go down 
that trail of being mad 
but I was always the 
one who got mad.  But 
I got over it!”

Both agreed that 
sometimes you just 
have to let it go, what-
ever the disagreement 
is about.

Jerry and Mary 
mentioned some items 
that are terribly im-
portant to a healthy 
relationship.

“Well , we found 
out the hard way,” 
Mary said, “but you 
should always start 
with God.   We got 
too busy.   We always 
went to church, but I 
can’t say we always 
were in tune with 
God, the way we are 
now.   Start with God 
and then you have to 
be best friends.  That’s 
my advice.”

Jerry also had ad-
vice to couples who 
are seeking a healthy 
relationship.

“You have to be 
equally yoked,” he 
said.  “If one person is 
not a Christian, then 
that person may draw 
you away.  You have to 
be best friends, and 
you have to have sim-
ilar interests.  What-
ever she does, I always 
show up for her.  When 
I was coaching, she 
only missed one foot-
ball game when I was 
serving as head coach.  
She’s my number one 
cheerleader.”

Mary and Jerry 
agreed that in most 
re lat ionships, the 
number one obstacle 
involves finances in 
some way.

“Everybody wants 
to start big,” Jerry 

said.   “We never had 
enough to get mad 
over money.  With her 
being in banking, sav-
ing money was always 
important to her. I al-
ways wanted to spend 
what we had.  But we 
always saved money to 
pay our taxes, and we 
are still saving now.  
We drove our cars for 
a long time and when 
we got that car paid 
off, we kept on mak-
ing car payments by 
putting it in the bank 
for another one.  That 
was something that 
was easy for us to do.”

Spending money 
is  something that 
should be discussed 
and sometimes re-
quires the couple to 
make concessions in 
order to come to a con-
sensus.

“I wanted her to 
be happy,” Jerry said.  
“And it doesn’t take 
much to make her 
happy.”

Mary said that Jer-
ry is a gadget buyer.

“Every gadget that 
comes out, he wants,” 
she said.  “But we com-
promised on what to 

buy.  We just tried to 
make each other hap-
py within reason.”

Some of the desire 
to make each other 
happy is displayed in 
how they spend their 
time, especially now 
that both of them are 
retired.

“When I was coach-
ing,” Jerry said, “there 
was often a game, 
football or basketball, 
on Friday nights.  So, 
when I retired from 
coaching, every Fri-
day night is now our 
date night.  Whatever 
she wants to do, I’m 
in for it.  I’m still pay-
ing her back now for 
all the Friday nights 
I was coaching.”

T h e  C o w h e r d s 
agree that they have 
both been very blessed 
in life.

They each worked 
hard.   Mary worked 
for two years at Union 
Underwear and then 
worked for 42 years in 
banking.  Jerry was a 
coach and teacher but 
even during the sum-
mers, he sometimes 
worked in construc-
tion. 

“When I was in col-
lege, I worked con-
struction,” Jerry said.  
“We moved to town 
when I was a sopho-
more in high school.  
Before that, I’d pick 
blackberries and work 
in hay and tobacco.”

The Cowherds have 
two children, a daugh-
ter, Teresa, and a son, 
Derek.

“Teresa went to UL,” 
Mary said.  “She’s an 
industrial engineer.”

Jerry said that Te-
resa has had different 
jobs as a project man-
ager as companies are 
bought and sold and 
reorganized.

“She started with 
Ford right out of col-
l ege,” Jerry  sa id . 
“Then she switched 
to Kroger and from 
there she went to GE 
and then to General 

Dynamics.”
Derek has been in-

volved in sports most 
of his life and is cur-
rently in sports ad-
ministration at the 
University of Louis-
ville. 

“Derek  went  to 
school at UL,” Mary 
said , “ then began 
working at LSU, then 
to Mississippi, then to 
Ohio State and then 
back to UL.

He met his wife 
while he was at LSU 
and according to Jer-
ry, their two children, 
who are 13 and 11, are 
what he describes as 
“the apple of our eye.”

Jerry said that he 
missed a lot of time 
with Derek when he 
was younger.

“While I was out 
coaching other peo-
ple’s sons, Mary was 

pitching a ball with our 
son,” he said.  “When 
he  was in  middle 
school, she was taking 
him everywhere while 
I coached.   When he 
got big enough, he 
s t a r t e d  f o l l o w i n g 
me around in differ-
ent sports.   We are 
a sports loving fam-
ily.  We’ve seen more 
things than most peo-
ple even think about 
because of sports.”

Because of Derek’s 
jobs with powerhouse 
schools and their ath-
letic programs, Jerry 
said that they’ve been 
to a Final Four, a foot-
ball  championship 
game, and several 
bowl games.

But Jerry and Mary 
realize there must be 
priorities in their lives 
and sports is not the 
number one priority.

Jerry went on to say 
that he told the Lord 
many years ago that 
his faith was num-
ber one, his family 
was number two and 
sports were number 
three.

The Cowherds are 
grateful for the men-
tors in their lives.

“Our pastor for 25 
years, the Rev. Walter 
Johnson, has been a 
great mentor to us,” 
Jerry said.  “In addi-
tion to him, we had 
parents and grand-
parents as well as 
other extended fam-
ily members who were 
good mentors  and 
taught us about life.”

Even 59 years af-
ter the time they first 
met, Jerry still de-
scribes Mary as his 
Valentine.  That kind 
of commitment and 
pledge goes far be-
yond just one day a 
year of celebrating a 
relationship.

Cowherds have been valentines for many years

LEGAL NOTICE
The Kentucky Transportation Cabinet

In accordance with KRS 176.051, Kentucky’s noxious weed law, the Kentucky
Transportation Cabinet will control noxious weeds on state-owned right of way
at the request of the adjoining property owner. The noxious weeds named in
this law are Johnson grass (Sorghum halepense), Canada thistle (Cirsium
arvense), Cutleaf Teasel (Dipsacus laciniatus) Nodding thistle (Carduus nutans),
Common teasel (Dipsacus fullonum),  Poison hemlock (Conium maculatum),
Marestail (Conyza canadensis), Amur Honeysuckle (Lonicera maackii), Multi-
flora Rose (Rose multiflora) Japanese knotweed, (Polygonum cuspidatum),
Spotted Knapweed (Centaurea stoebe) and Kudzu (Pueraria montana).
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Persons who own property adjacent to state right of way and who are involved
in eradication efforts on their property can submit a written application to the
highway district office in their area.  Contact information can be found at
transportation.ky.gov/DistrictPages

 
KYANA GIANT INDOOR SWAP MEET 58th Year 

Kentucky Exposition Center Louisville KY 
937 Phillips Ln. 40209 Pavillion, West Wing, West Hall & Broadbent Arena 

 
Largest Indoor Swap Meet in The Country 

7 Acres 1150 Spaces Inside Heated & Air conditioned 
100 Space OUTSIDE CAR CORRAL 

 
Saturday, March 8th 8:00 AM to 6:00 PM 
Sunday, March 9th 08:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

 
Admission: $10 per day -- Children under 12 Free With a Parent 
Maureen Vannatta: 502 619 2917 kyanaswapmeet@gmail.com 

Chester Robertson 502 619 2916 
http://www.kyanaswapmeet.com 

Mary and Jerry Cowherd are all decked out for 
her high school prom.

For Jerry and Mary Cowherd, church attendance 
has always been a very big part of their lives.  

When Jerry Cowherd was a faculty member at 
GCHS, he and Mary often chaperoned high school 
proms.  They were involved in student life in many 
ways.
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