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Scenes From The Elliott County
Fiddlers’ Convention

Event Held July 11 And 12 At Little Sandy Lodge

Photos Courtesy Of Elliott County Tourism

The U.S. is having its worst year for
measles in more than three decades

The U.S. is having its worst
year for measles spread in more
than three decades, and the year
is only half over.

The national case count
reached 1,288 on July 9, ac-
cording to the U.S. Centers
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention, though public health
experts say the true figure may
be higher.

Accordng to the Associated
Press, the CDC's count is 14
more than 2019, when America
almost lost its status of having
eliminated the vaccine-prevent-
able illness — something that
could happen this year if the
virus spreads without stopping
for 12 months. But the U.S. is
far from 1991, when there were
9,643 confirmed cases.

The CDC “continues to
recommend (measles, mumps
and rubella) vaccines as the
best way to protect against
measles.” It also said it is “sup-
porting community efforts” to
tamp down ongoing outbreaks
as requested, among taking
other measures. CDC teams
deployed for an on-the-ground
outbreak response twice in
Texas, and also helped New
Mexico and Kansas with their
outbreaks.

Fourteen states have active
outbreaks; four other states'
outbreaks have ended. The
largest outbreak started five
months ago in undervaccinated
communities in West Texas.
Three people have died — two
children in Texas and an adult
in New Mexico — and dozens
of people have been hospital-
ized across the U.S.

But there are signs that
transmission is slowing, es-
pecially in Texas. Lubbock
County's hospitals treated most
of the sickest patients in the
region, but the county hasn't
seen a new case in 50 days,
public health director Katherine
Wells said.

“What concerned me early
on in this outbreak was is it
spreading to other parts of the

United States, and that’s defi-
nitely what’s happening now,”
she said.

In 2000, the World Health
Organization and CDC said
measles had been eliminated
from the U.S. The closer a
disease gets to eradication, the
harder it can seem to stamp it
out, said Dr. Jonathan Temte, a
family physician in Wisconsin
who helped certify that distinc-
tion 25 years ago.

It's hard to see measles cases
break records despite the wide-
spread availability of a vaccine,
he added. The measles, mumps
and rubella vaccine is safe and
is 97% effective at preventing
measles after two doses.

“When we have tools that
can be really helpful and see
that they’re discarded for no
good reason, it’s met with a
little bit of melancholy on our
part,” Temte said of public
health officials and primary
care providers.

Wells said she is concerned
about continuing vaccine hesi-
tancy. A recent study found
childhood vaccination rates
against measles fell after the
COVID-19 pandemic in nearly
80% of the more than 2,000
U.S. counties with available
data, including in states that
are battling outbreaks this year.
And CDC data showed that
only 92.7% of kindergarteners
in the U.S. had the measles,
mumps and rubella vaccine in
the 2023-2024 school year, be-
low the 95% needed to prevent
outbreaks.

State and federal leaders
have for years kept funding
stagnant for local public health
departments’ vaccination pro-
grams that are tasked with
reversing the trend. Wells said
she talks with local public
health leaders nationwide about
how to prepare for an outbreak,
but also says the system needs
more investment.

“What we’re seeing with
measles is a little bit of a ‘ca-
nary in a coal mine,”” said

Lauren Gardner, leader of
Johns Hopkins University’s
independent measles and CO-
VID-19 tracking databases.
“It’s indicative of a problem
that we know exists with vac-
cination attitudes in this county
and just, I think, likely to get
worse.”

Currently, North America
has three other major measles
outbreaks: 2,966 cases in Chi-
huahua state, Mexico, 2,223
cases in Ontario, Canada and
1,246 in Alberta, Canada. The
Ontario, Chihuahua and Texas
outbreaks stem from large
Mennonite communities in the
regions. Mennonite churches
do not formally discourage
vaccination, though more con-
servative Mennonite com-
munities historically have low
vaccination rates and a distrust
of government.

In 2019, the CDC identified
22 outbreaks with the largest
in two separate clusters in New
York — 412 in New York state
and 702 in New York City.
These were linked because
measles was spreading through
close-knit Orthodox Jewish
communities, the CDC said.

Ticks ...

(Continued From Page Five)

stay in the middle of a well-
maintained trail, since ticks
tend to hang out in the shrubs
and foliage around the edge.

Treat outdoor clothing with
permethrin, a chemical similar
to chrysanthemum extracts that
stops ticks from biting.

Additionally, treat your ex-
posed skin with EPA-registered
insect repellents containing
DEET, picardin, or other ac-
tive ingredients that deter ticks.
(Use the EPA's search tool to
find one that works.)

—Ky. Institute for Rural Journalism

Written by Heather Close
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NOTICE TO ELLIOTT
COUNTY TAXPAYERS

Jennifer R. Carter, Elliott County Clerk pursuant to KRS 424.130, an-
nounces that the 2024 Delinquent Real Property Tax Bills (Certificates
of Delinquency) will be published in the Elliott County News on July
25th, 2025. The list of certificates of delinquency is also available for
public inspection during the hours of Monday thru Friday, 8am un-
til 4pm at the County Clerk’s office located inside the courthouse in
Sandy Hook, Ky. The list may also be inspected on the clerk’s website
https://elliottcountyclerk.ky.gov

The tax sale will be held on August 20th, 2025 beginning at 10:00 am.
All interested participants must register with the County Clerk’s office
by the close of business on August 6th. Please contact the County
Clerk’s office if you need additional information about the tax sale reg-
istration process. Taxpayers can continue to pay their delinquent tax
bills to the County Clerk’s office anytime prior to the tax sale. Please
note: All payments must be received in the County Clerk’s office prior
to the tax sale date listed (Aug 20th, 10:00 am). Payments received
after the tax sale has been conducted will be returned without excep-
tion. Some delinquencies — although they have been advertised -
will be excluded from the tax sale in accordance with the provisions
of KRS 134.504(10)(b ). IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS, PLEASE
CALL OUR OFFICE AT 606-738-5421.




