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RELIGION

East Somerset
Baptist Church

 345 Pumphouse Road 
679-5350 Somerset, KY

Sunday 10:30 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

Pastor: Darvie D. Fenison

Air Conditioning • Heating • Plumbing • Electric

 •Fall & Spring HVAC •Up to 10% off HVAC •Earn FREE
 Maintenances! Plumbing & Electric MONEY towards a
  service calls and repairs! new HVAC system!

Call or visit our website to
SIGN UP TODAY!

(606) 679-7476
eppersoninc.com

License # M01099, MP7304, CE6437, KY2392

Voted #1
HVAC, Plumbing 

& Electric 
Company in 
Somerset-

Pulaski County

Somerwoods
Nursing and

Rehabilitation Center
Living Life…to its fullest

Providing Nursing and

Rehabilitation Services

To Somerset and

Surrounding Communities

555 Bourne Avenue
Somerset, KY 42501

Phone (606) 679-7421
Fax (606) 677-0794

ST. MILDRED CATHOLIC

www.fordbrothersinc.com

Somerset, KY
606-679-2212

Isaiah 40: 3 The voice of one crying in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord; Make straight in the desert A highway for our 
God. 4 Every valley shall be exalted And every mountain and hill brought low; The crooked places shall be made straight And the 
rough places smooth; 5 The glory of the Lord shall be revealed, And all flesh shall see it together; For the mouth of the Lord has 
spoken.… 28 Have you not known? Have you not heard? The everlasting God, the Lord, The Creator of the ends of the earth, Neither 
faints nor is weary. His understanding is unsearchable. 29 He gives power to the weak, And to those who have no might He increases 
strength. 30 Even the youths shall faint and be weary, And the young men shall utterly fall, 31 But those who wait on the Lord Shall 
renew their strength; They shall mount up with wings like eagles, They shall run and not be weary, They shall walk and not faint.”

Isaiah 40: 3-5; 28-31
NKJV

Morris & Hislope Funeral Home

Website address: www.morrisandhislope.com
N. Hwy. 27, Science Hill, KY 42553

606-423-3131
800-291-4054

Obit Line 606-678-7526

205 N. Main St
678-8563

475 S. Hwy. 27
679-4104

ST. MILDRED CATHOLIC

678-8134
www.claytonhomesofsomerset.com

Scott Price - General Manager
4860 S. Hwy. 27

ST. MILDRED CATHOLIC

Somerset North Branch
679-8826

Laura Strunk
Somerset South Branch

679-8446
Kimberly Hollis

Compliments of

4195 S Hwy 27, Somerset, KY 42501

606-679-1601
www.toyotaofsomerset.com

4 DRIVE THRU WINDOWS FOR
YOUR CONVENIENCE!
900 E. Mount Vernon

Somerset, KY
606-679-9227

HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 8-6, Sat. 9-1

AREA PLUMBING & 
ELECTRIC SUPPLY

606-679-4615
1-800-322-4615

Online at: www.area-supply.com

Our friendly staff are always 
available to help you get 
started with any project!

VICTORY CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP

1156 Oak Hill Road / 606-677-1100

Sundays: 10:30am; Wednesdays: 7pm
Nursery, Children’s, Teen and
Married Couples Ministries
For more information, go to

www.vcfsomerset.com
Check out our services on the Web site!

HYDRAULIC 
SPECIALISTS, INC,

•Pumps •Motors •Valves 
•Cylinders •Spindles  

•Drive Shafts •Complete Machining
•Welding •Hydraulic Hoses

Warren Willis-President
Mike Hensley-Shop Foreman

291 Hwy. 3091

679-4341

Pulaski Funeral Home
Somerset, Ky.

“Locally Owned & Operated”

606-678-4166

ST. MILDRED CATHOLIC

125 North Highway 2227
Traffic Light #1

Somerset, KY 42503

Phone: 606-679-1266
Bruce G. Burkett, DVM

Behold what manner of love 
the Father has bestowed on us, 

that we should be called 
children of God!

I John 3:1
NKJV

T his week, we begin to 
investigate five possible 
reasons God allows 

evil to exist, which can be 
extracted from the biblical 
text. First, the Bible is quite 
clear that God allows evil 
to exist as a form of punish-
ment for sin. Second, some 
evil comes about due to the 
consequences of others’ sin. 
Third, some evil comes about 
due to the consequences of 
evil done by spiritual beings. 
Fourth, the biblical text indi-
cates that God allows evil 
to exist as a pathway to the 
greater good. And fifth, the 
biblical text suggests that 
some evil is beyond our finite 
human ability to understand.

It becomes very clear, 
very early, that God has set 
forward in the Bible the 
reality of an if/then struc-
ture of how people “are to 
be” in the world. By that, I 
mean one need not read too 
far into the Bible to see that 
God establishes the first 
behavior-based contractual 
agreement with mankind. 
It is an agreement between 
God and man principally and 
primarily based on under-
standing the proper ordering 
of reality: the Creator over 
creation. In this inaugural 
covenant, God states that 
man may eat the fruit of any 
of the trees in the Garden but 
may not eat of the Tree of Life, 
or they will “surely die.” It is 
nothing less than if you do 
that, then, this will happen. 
Direct, straightforward, and 
easy to understand: if/then. 
It is a daily and life-long fact 
of life. How often have you 
heard a similar ultimatum 
from parents, teachers, law 
enforcement, employers, 
spouses, siblings, friends, 

enemies, etc. etc? In all these 
cases, there is an understood 
expectation and a warning 
about what will happen if 
things go wrong.

This same if/then covenant 
structure is repeated 
throughout the biblical text 
in the various covenants 
God makes with mankind 
throughout biblical history. 
The Adamic Covenant, the 
Noahic Covenant, the Abra-
hamic Covenant, the Mosaic 
Covenant, and the New 
Covenant are all examples 
of particular agreements 
established at various times 
between God and mankind. 
And each covenant is laid 
out with the same structure: 
if you do that, then this will 
happen. In the Bible, this 
structure is otherwise termed 
“blessings and curses.” The 
most powerful of which is 
recorded in Deuteronomy 
28, which is divided into 
two sections titled Bless-
ings for Obedience (vv 1-14) 
and Curses for Disobedience 
(vv 15-68). Of the blessings, 
Moses speaks to the Israel-
ites: “And if you faithfully 
obey the voice of the Lord 
your God, being careful to do 
all his commandments that I 
command you today, the Lord 
your God will set you high 
above all the nations of the 
earth.” So opens the account-

ing of the unimaginable favor 
that shall come upon them 
and overtake them. God will 
bless His people with a great 
increase in their numbers 
and herds of livestock. The 
rains will be abundant and 
timely. Their enemies will 
melt before them, and He will 
bless them in their land. This 
is an agreement between the 
Creator and the creature; it 
is a covenant formed by two 
willing parties based upon a 
simple premise established 
by God: “The Lord will estab-
lish you as a people holy to 
himself. . . . if you obey the 
commandments of the Lord 
your God, which I command 
you today, being careful to do 
them, and if you do not turn 
aside from any of the words 
that I command you today, to 
the right hand or to the left, 
to go after other gods to serve 
them” (13b–14).

The consequences of dis-
obedience are dire, showing 
that although God does not 
create evil, disobedience 
brings about suffering. Moses 
tells the people, “But if you 
will not obey the voice of the 
Lord your God or be careful 
to do all his command-
ments and his statutes that I 
command you today, then all 
these curses shall come upon 
you and overtake you” (v 15). 
So begins a list of curses that 
include cursing their women’s 
wombs, herds, and crops, 
being stricken by wasting 
disease, fever, inflammation, 
grievous boils, fiery heat, 
drought, blight, and mildew. 
They shall fall in battle before 
their enemies, and the birds 
and the beasts will consume 
their war dead. They will 
be struck with blindness, 
madness, and confusion of 

mind. They shall become a 
byword and do abominable 
things to one another, even 
mother to infant child. And 
on it goes. Every aspect and 
nuance of life will be afflicted 
and infected with immense 
suffering brought on by the 
wrath of God for disobedience 
as punishment for sin. These 
are the rules established by 
God for the Israelites to either 
follow or ignore. They can 
completely and freely make 
their own choices. They alone 
are masters of their destiny. 
They alone make the free 
will choice to either accept 
the offer of God’s blessings 
or make the free will choice 
to suffer the consequences of 
God’s curses. Since these free 
will options lie before the 
people, it cannot be argued 
that God is the Creator of 
evil, that He is unjust, or 
that He is without mercy. 
Nor can it be argued that 
God is anything less than 
all-powerful, all-knowing, 
and all-loving. It can be said, 
however, that although God 
is not the Creator of evil, 
He has a morally sufficient 
reason for allowing evil to 
exist, in this case, as punish-
ment for sin. Join us again 
next week as we look at what 
the Bible says about suffering 
that comes as a consequence 
of other people’s sins.

Gloria in excelsis Deo!

Ty B. Kerley, DMin., is an 
ordained minister who teaches 
Christian apologetics and 
relief preaches in Southern 
Oklahoma. Dr. Kerley and his 
wife, Vicki, are members of 
the Waurika church of Christ, 
and live in Ardmore, OK. You 
can contact him at dr.kerley@
isGoddead.com.

Why God allow Evil: Punishment for Sin

“N othing ventured, 
nothing gained.” 
This quote 

reminds us that we take 
risks, many times, to gain 
our objective. As coaches 
say, “We miss every shot we 
do not take”. Peter stepping 
out of the boat onto the 
angry sea is an example of 
getting out of our comfort 
zone. I’m sure that the 
eleven with him counseled 
him that it was not a wise 
speculation to venture out 
of the safety of the boat.

He discovered that the 
great risk taken gave him 
a great testimony of his 
Saviors’ power. Even when 
he was distracted by the 
waves, he found his Lord 
to be there to lift him up. 
Peter learned a far greater 
lesson than the eleven who 
stayed in their fear and per-
ceived safety. He learned 
that he could have peace 
in the midst of the storm, 
whereas the eleven experi-
enced peace when the storm 
stopped. Robert H. Sculler 
said, “I’d rather attempt 
to do something great and 
fail than to attempt to do 
nothing and succeed.” 
Nothing ventured, nothing 
gained.

The Bible says, “So 
whoever knows the right 
thing to do and fails to do 
it, for him it is sin.” This lets 
us know that there are sins 
committed and righteous-

ness omitted, which is a sin 
as well. In a society where, 
often, people reach for their 
phones to record instead of 
reaching out a hand in help. 
The lines are clear. It goes 
back to the question of Cain, 
“Am I my brother’s keeper?”

How many lives are nega-
tively impacted by the sin 
of omission? Prayers not 
prayed, gospel not given, 
and help and aid withheld, 
can cause great distress 
and destruction. Risk must 
be taken in order to enjoy 
the fullness of this life. The 
fear of failure has paralyzed 
many from getting out of 
their comfort zone to make 
a difference in this world. 
Break loose and step over 
the side of the boat, there 
is a chance you may fail 
and need the Lord to pull 
you up, but you will have 
learned a valuable lesson. 
He is near those who cry 
out to Him. We can all talk 
about Peter losing courage, 
but at least he was out on 
the raging sea.

Nothing ventured, 
nothing gained.

Nothing Ventured, 
Nothing Gained

Braxton King
ORDAINED MINISTER

Ty B. Kerley
ORDAINED MINISTER


