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LOS ANGELES — California 
Gov. Gavin Newsom asked a 
federal court Tuesday to block 
the Trump administration from 
using the National Guard and 
Marines to assist with immi-
gration raids in Los Angeles, 
saying the practice would only 
heighten tensions.

Newsom filed the emergency 
request after President Donald 
Trump ordered the deploy-
ment to LA of roughly 4,000 
National Guard members and 
700 Marines following protests 
driven by anger over the presi-
dent’s stepped-up enforcement 
of immigration laws.

The governor’s request said it 
was in response to a change in 
orders for the Guard members, 
who were originally deployed to 
protect federal buildings. The 
court documents said sending 

troops on immigration raids 
would only escalate tensions 
and promote civil unrest.

The Marines and another 
2,000 National Guard troops 
were ordered to LA on Monday, 
adding to a military presence 
that local officials and Newsom 
do not want and that the police 
chief says makes it harder to 

handle the protests safely.
Marine Corps Gen. Eric 

Smith said Tuesday that the 
Marines deployed to the area 
had not yet been called to 
respond to the protests and 
were there only to protect fed-
eral officials and property.

The Marines were trained 
for crowd control but have no 
arrest authority, Smith told a 
budget hearing on Capitol Hill.

Paul Eck, deputy general 
counsel in the California Mili-
tary Department, said the 
agency was informed that the 
Pentagon plans to direct the 
California National Guard to 
start providing support for 
immigration operations. That 
support would include holding 
secure perimeters around areas 
where raids are taking place 
and securing streets for immi-
gration agents, he said in the 
governor’s emergency request.

According to U.S. officials, 
the California Guard mem-
bers who were deployed were 
authorized to provide protec-
tion and secure streets and 
perimeters around areas where 
enforcement actions are taking 
place. The officials, who spoke 
on condition of anonymity to 
discuss military operations, 
said the Guard members are 
not participating in any of the 
enforcement actions, but are 
providing security and have 
already been doing some of 
those missions in the Los Ange-
les area.
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The Kentucky Opioid Abatement Advisory 
Commission will award $5 million in grant 
money for research projects and “innovative 
approaches to developing and implementing 
effective novel therapeutic interventions” for 
opioid use disorder and treating substance 
use disorder.

Applications for the $5 million will open 
July 1 and will close Dec. 20, Attorney Gen-
eral Russell Coleman’s office announced 
Monday. Winners will be decided next March 
or April.

Eligible applicants are nonprofit and for-
profit entities that have good standing with 
the Secretary of State and government entities.

D. Christopher Evans leads the Kentucky 
Opioid Abatement Advisory Commission.

“So much good work is being done to trans-
form lives in our Commonwealth thanks to 
more than $85 million in opioid abatement 
funds already distributed,” Chris Evans, the 
executive director of the Kentucky Opioid 
Abatement Advisory Commission, said in a 

statement. “This $5 million is meant to push 
us further in our ability to innovate and come 
up with new solutions to battle this epidemic.”

Overdose deaths have been on the decline 
for the last three years. Still, 1,410 Kentuck-
ians died from an overdose in 2024.

“For too long, Kentucky was at the epicenter 
of the drug crisis. Now, by funding cutting-
edge innovation, we also have the chance 
to be at the heart of the recovery,” Coleman 
said. “We’re looking to leaders in prevention, 
treatment and recovery to bring their best 
research ideas that can drive the solution, 
and, in turn, help save lives.”

The commission’s job is to distribute the 
state’s more than $800 million in opioid set-
tlement funds.

So far, it has allocated more than $85 million 
to 130 organizations, according to its website.
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RE-ELECT CATHY CREW EPPERSON
SOUTH KY RECC BOARD!

MY PLEDGE TO THE MEMBERS
• Leadership                • Dependability
• Transparency            • Honesty
• Member Focused    • Commitment

A VOTE TO RE-ELECT 
CATHY CREW EPPERSON 

TO THE SOUTH KY RECC BOARD
 MEANS A VOTE FOR A MEMBER 
FOCUSED COMMUNITY LEADER.

DEPENDABLE & COMMITTED
• Board Member of South KY RECC for 12 years and 3 years as Chairperson
• Member of Langdon Street Baptist Church 
• Married to Greg Epperson for 41 years, and they have 3 children 
   and 3 grandchildren

EXPERIENCED/KNOWLEDGEABLE
• Achieved Gold Credential through the National Rural Electric 
   Cooperative Association (NRECA) to demonstrate my ongoing 
   commitment to advancing my knowledge to serve our members better
• Board Member of the Kentucky Electric Cooperatives
• Managed a 24-million-dollar budget and 500+ employees while 
   CEO of The Adanta Group
• I have 44 combined years of serving the South KY RECC region through 
   positions at UK, NAMI, and the Adanta Group
• Served on the Somerset-Pulaski County Chamber of Commerce Board for   
   6 years and as Chamber President in 2010
• Mentor for Leadership Lake Cumberland for the past 10 years
• Past President of the Lake Cumberland UK Alumni Club
• Employed in the IPS Supported Employment Program at the University of   
   Kentucky-Human Development Institute for the past 8 years
• Executive Director of the National Alliance on Mental Illness 
   (NAMI) for 8 years
• Retired from The Adanta Group Mental Health Center after 28 ½ years.

A vote for Cathy is a vote for someone 
Plugged in to the needs of the people.
I Would Appreciate Your Vote!
✔VOTE CATHY CREW EPPERSON

Th e content of this campaign material has been reviewed and approved by 
Cathy Crew Epperson.

IN-PERSON VOTING WILL BE 
DRIVE-THROUGH 

AT THE SOMERSET MALL, 
LIGHT #23 ON JUNE 12, 2025, 

FROM 7:30 AM TO 6:00 PM.  
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State to award 
grants worth $5M 
for opioid research

Austin Anthony for the Kentucky Lantern

Attorney General Russell Coleman 
speaks on Saturday, Aug. 3, 2024, during 
the Graves County Republican Breakfast.

California governor asks court to 
block Trump administration from 
using troops in immigration raids

Eric Thayer | Associated Press

A protester taunts a line of California National Guard 
protecting a federal building in downtown Los Angeles on 
Monday, June 9, 2025.


