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Trump banned citizens of 12 countries from

BY MONIKA PRONCZUK
ASSOCIATED PRESS

DAKAR, Senegal (AP) —
President Donald Trump
has banned citizens of 12
countries from entering the
United States and restricted
access for those from seven
others, citing national secu-
rity concerns in resurrecting
and expanding a hallmark
policy from his first term that
will mostly affect people from
Africa and the Middle East.

The ban announced
Wednesday applies to citizens
of Afghanistan, Myanmar,
Chad, the Republic of Congo,
Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea,
Haiti, Iran, Libya, Soma-
lia, Sudan and Yemen. The
heightened restrictions apply
to people from Burundi, Cuba,
Laos, Sierra Leone, Togo,
Turkmenistan and Venezuela
who are outside the U.S. and
don’t hold a valid visa.

The policy takes effect Mon-
day at 12:01 a.m. and does not
have an end date.

Here’s what to know about
the new rules:

HOW TRUMP
JUSTIFIED THE BAN

Since returning to the White
House, Trump has launched
an unprecedented campaign
of immigration enforcement
that has pushed the limits of
executive power and clashed
with federal judges trying to
restrain him.

The travel ban stems from a
Jan. 20 executive order Trump
issued requiring the Depart-
ment of State, Department of
Homeland Security and the
Director of National Intelli-
gence to compile a report on
“hostile attitudes” toward the
U.S.

The aim is to “protect its cit-
izens from aliens who intend
to commit terrorist attacks,
threaten our national secu-
rity, espouse hateful ideology,
or otherwise exploit the immi-
gration laws for malevolent
purposes,” the administra-

tion said.

In a video posted on social
media, Trump tied the new
ban to a terrorist attack Sun-
day in Boulder, Colorado,
saying it underscored the
dangers posed by some visi-
tors who overstay visas. The
man charged in the attack is
from Egypt, a country that is
not on Trump’s restricted list.
U.S. officials say he overstayed
a tourist visa.

WHO IS EXEMPT FROM
THE BAN

1. Green card holders

2. Dual citizens, including
U.S. citizens who also have cit-
izenship of one of the banned
countries

3. Some athletes: athletes
and their coaches travel-
ing to the U.S. for the World
Cup, Olympics or other major
sporting event as determined
by the U.S. secretary of state

4. Afghans who worked
for the U.S. government or
its allies in Afghanistan and
are holders of Afghan special
immigrant visas

5. Iranians belonging to an
ethnic or religious minority
who are fleeing prosecution

6. Certain foreign national
employees of the U.S. govern-
ment who have served abroad
for at least 15 years, and their
spouses and children

7. People who were granted
asylum or admitted to the U.S.
as refugees before the ban
took effect

8. People with U.S. family
members who apply for visas
in connection to their spouses,
children or parents

9. Diplomats and foreign
government officials on offi-
cial visits

10. Those traveling to U.N.
headquarters in New York
solely on official U.N. business

11. Representatives of inter-
national organizations and
NATO on official visits in the
U.S.

12. Children adopted by U.S.
citizens.
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An Afghan person passes in front of an air travel agency in Kabul, Afghanistan,

Thursday, June 5, 2025.

WHICH COUNTRIES
ARE AFFECTED

Trump said nationals of

countries included in the ban
pose “terrorism-related” and
“public-safety” risks, as well
as risks of overstaying their

visas. He also said some of

these countries had “deficient”
screening and vetting or have
historically refused to take
back their citizens.

His findings rely exten-
sively on an annual Homeland
Security report about tour-
ists, businesspeople and
students who overstay U.S.
visas and arrive by air or sea,
singling out countries with
high percentages of nationals
who remain after their visas
expired.

“We don’t want them,”
Trump said.

The inclusion of Afghani-
stan angered some supporters
who have worked to resettle
its people. The ban makes
exceptions for Afghans on
special immigrant visas, who
were generally the people who
worked most closely with the

U.S. government during the
two-decade war there.

The list can be changed, the
administration said in a doc-
ument, if authorities in the
designated countries make
“material improvements”
to their own rules and pro-
cedures. New countries can
be added “as threats emerge
around the world.”

REACTIONS TO
TRUMP’S ORDER

Venezuela President Nico-
las Maduro’s government
condemned the travel ban,
characterizing it in a state-
ment as a “stigmatization and
criminalization campaign”
against Venezuelans, who
have been targeted by the
Trump administration’s immi-
gration crackdown.

Chad President Mahamat
Deby Itno said his country
would respond to the ban
with “reciprocity” by sus-
pending visas for U.S. citizens.
“Chad has no planes to offer,
no billions of dollars to give,
but Chad has his dignity and

pride,” Deby said.

International aid and refu-
gee resettlement groups also
denounced it.

“This policy is not about
national security — it is about
sowing division and vilifying
communities that are seek-
ing safety and opportunity in
the United States,” said Abby
Maxman, president of Oxfam
America.

The Council on American-
Islamic Relations, the nation’s
largest Muslim civil rights
and advocacy organization,
called the order “unnecessary,
overbroad and ideologically
motivated.”

And the National Immigra-
tion Law Center said it was
“outraged,” saying the ban is
“laced with unsubstantiated
legal justifications.”

“The impact of this new
ban will be deeply racialized,
as it will effectively bar hun-
dreds of millions of Black and
Brown people from entering
the United States,” the group
said in a statement.

In Haiti, radio stations

received a flurry of calls
Thursday from angry listen-
ers, including many who said
they were Haitians living in
the U.S. and who accused
Trump of being racist, noting
that the people of many of the
targeted countries are Black.

In Miami, restaurant owner
Wilkinson Sejour said most of
his employees and customers
are from Haiti and that the
ban will hurt his business in
a “domino effect.” He sug-
gested that Haiti was targeted
because most Haitians vote
Democrat.

HOW THE BAN
DIFFERS FROM 2017°S

Early in Trump’s first term,
he issued an executive order
banning travel to the U.S. by
citizens of seven predomi-
nantly Muslim countries,
including Iraq, Syria, Iran,
Sudan, Libya, Somalia and
Yemen.

It was one of the most cha-
otic and confusing moments
of his young presidency. Trav-
elers from those nations were
either barred from getting on
flights to the U.S. or detained
at U.S. airports after they
landed. They included stu-
dents and faculty, as well as
businesspeople, tourists and
people visiting friends and
family.

The order, often referred
to as the “Muslim ban” or the
“travel ban,” was retooled
amid legal challenges until
a version was upheld by the
Supreme Court in 2018.

The ban affected vari-
ous categories of travelers
and immigrants from Iran,
Somalia, Yemen, Syria and
Libya, plus North Koreans
and some Venezuelan gov-
ernment officials and their
families.Associated Press
reporters Evens Sanon in
Port-au-Prince, Haiti, and
Dénica Coto in San Juan,
Puerto Rico, Regina Garcia
Cano in Caracas, Venezuela,
and Gisela Salomon in Miami
contributed.

Sean ‘Diddy’ Combs’ ex-aide
was ‘brainwashed

says she

BY MICHAEL R. SISAK
AND LARRY NEUMEISTER
ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK (AP) — A for-
mer personal assistant who
accuses Sean “Diddy” Combs
of rape testified Monday that
she continued sending the
hip-hop mogul loving mes-
sages for years after her job
ended in 2017 because she
was “brainwashed.”

The woman, testifying
under the pseudonym “Mia,”
pushed back at defense law-
yer Brian Steel’s suggestions
that she fabricated her claims
to cash in on “the #MeToo
money grab against Sean
Combs.”

Mia was on the witness
stand for her third and final
day at Comb’s federal sex
trafficking and racketeering
trial in Manhattan, which is
in its fourth week of testi-
mony.

Combs, 55, has pleaded
not guilty. His lawyers con-
cede he could be violent, but
he denies using threats or his
music industry clout to com-
mit abuse.

Steel had Mia read aloud
numerous text messages
she sent Combs. In one
from 2019, she told Combs
that he’d rescued her in a
nightmare in which she was
trapped in an elevator with
R. Kelly, the singer who has
since been convicted of sex
trafficking.

“And the person who sexu-
ally assaulted you came to
your rescue?” Steel asked
incredulously. He rephrased,
asking if she really dreamed
of being saved by a man “who
terrorized you and caused
you PTSD?” Prosecutors
objected and the judge sus-
tained it.

It was one of many objec-
tions during a combative
and often meandering cross-
examination that stood in
contrast to the defense’s
gentler treatment of other
prosecution witnesses.
Several times, the judge
interrupted Steel, instruct-
ing him to move along or
rephrase complicated ques-
tions.

In an Aug. 29, 2020, mes-
sage to Combs, Mia recalled
happy highlights from her

Sean “Diddy” Combs looks on as defense attorney
Nicole Westmoreland cross examines Dawn Richard
during Combs’ sex trafficking and racketeering trial in
Manhattan federal court, Monday, May 19, 2025, in New

York.

eight years working for him —
such as drinking champagne
at the Eiffel Tower at 4 a.m.
and rejecting Rolling Stones
front man Mick Jagger’s offer
to take her home — saying she
remembered only “the good
times.”

In the same message,
Mia mentioned once feeling
“bamboozled” by a woman.
Steel asked why she didn’t
say Combs had bamboozled
her as well.

“Because I was still brain-
washed,” Mia answered.

Asked to explain, Mia said
that in an environment where
“the highs were really high
and the lows were really low,”
she developed “huge confu-
sion in trusting my instincts.”

When Steel suggested her
assault claims were made up,
Mia responded: “T have never
lied in this courtroom and I
never will lie in this court-
room. Everything I said is
true.”

She said she felt a moral
obligation to speak out after
others came forward against
Combs, telling jurors: “It’s
been a long process. I'm
untangling things. I'm in
therapy.”

Mia alleges Combs forcibly
kissed her and molested her
at his 4oth birthday party,
and raped her months later in
a guest room at his Los Ange-
les home. She testified last
week that the assaults were
“random, sporadic, so oddly
spaced out” she didn’t think
they’d happen again.

For a long time, Mia said,
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she kept the assaults to her-
self — staying quiet even after
her friend, Combs’ former
longtime girlfriend Cassie,
sued Combs in November
2023 alleging sexual abuse.
The lawsuit, settled within
hours for $20 million,
touched off Combs’ criminal
investigation.

Mia followed Cassie as the
second of three key prosecu-
tion witnesses. The third,
using the pseudonym “Jane,”
will testify later this week.

Mia said she didn’t feel
comfortable telling Cassie,
the R&B singer whose legal
name is Casandra Ventura,
that she was also victimized.
She said she didn'’t tell pros-
ecutors when she first met
with them in January 2024,
waiting about six months to
do so.

“Just because you find out
something doesn’t mean you
immediately snap out of it. I
was still deeply ashamed and
I wanted to die with this,”
Mia testified.

Steel suggested Mia only
told prosecutors after she
obtained legal counsel, accus-
ing the witness of trying to
lay the groundwork for a law-
suit against Combs.

But Judge Arun Subra-
manian shut down Steel’s
attempts to ask Mia if she
chose her attorney because of
that lawyer’s success getting
hefty judgments for writer
E. Jean Carroll in sex abuse-
related lawsuits against

President Donald Trump.

Israel says it has recovered the bodies of 2
Israeli-American hostages from the Gaza Strip

BY MELANIE LIDMAN,
NATALIE MELZER AND
WAFAA SHURAFA
ASSOCIATED PRESS

TEL AVIV, Israel (AP)
— Israel has recovered the
bodies of two Israeli-Ameri-
can hostages taken in Hamas’
Oct. 7, 2023, attack that
ignited the war in the Gaza
Strip.

Israeli strikes overnight
and into Thursday mean-
while killed at least 13 people,
including three local journal-
ists who were in the courtyard
of a hospital, according to
health officials in the territory.
The military said it targeted a
militant in that strike.

Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu said the remains
of Judih Weinstein and Gad
Haggai were recovered and
returned to Israel in a special
operation by the army and
the Shin Bet internal security
agency.

“Together with all the citi-
zens of Israel, my wife and I
extend our heartfelt condo-
lences to the dear families.
Our hearts ache for the most
terrible loss. May their mem-
ory be blessed,” he said in a
statement.

Kibbutz Nir Oz announced
the deaths of Weinstein, 70,
and Haggai, 72, both of whom
had Israeli and U.S. citizen-
ship, in December 2023.
Weinstein was also a Cana-
dian citizen.

The military said they were
killed in the Oct. 7 attack
and taken into Gaza by the
Mujahideen Brigades, the
small armed group that it
said had also abducted and
killed Shiri Bibas and her two
small children. The army said
it recovered the remains of
Weinstein and Haggai over-
night into Thursday from the
southern Gaza city of Khan
Younis.

A TEACHER WHO
HELPED CHILDREN
AND A CHEF WHO
PLAYED JAZZ

The couple were taking an
early morning walk near their
home in Kibbutz Nir Oz on the
morning of Oct. 7 when Hamas
militants stormed across the
border and rampaged through
several army bases and farm-
ing communities.

In the early hours of the

morning, Weinstein was able
to call emergency services
and let them know that both
she and her husband had been
shot, and send a message to her
family.

Weinstein was born in New
York and taught English to
children with special needs at
Kibbutz Nir Oz, a small com-
munity near the Gaza border.
The kibbutz said she also
taught meditation techniques
to children and teenagers who
suffered from anxiety as a
result of rocket fire from Gaza.
Haggai was a retired chef and
jazz musician.

“My beautiful parents have
been freed. We have certainty,”
their daughter, Iris Haggai
Liniado, wrote in a Facebook
post. She thanked the Israeli
military, the FBI and the
Israeli and U.S. governments
and called for the release of all
the remaining hostages.

The couple were survived by
two sons, two daughters and
seven grandchildren, the kib-
butz said.

REPORTERS AMONG
13 KILLED IN ISRAELI
STRIKES

At least 10 Palestinians
were killed in Israeli strikes
in Khan Younis overnight,
according to Nasser Hospital,
which received the bodies. It
was not immediately clear if
the strikes were related to the
recovery mission.

In Gaza City, three local
reporters were killed and six
people were wounded in a
strike on the courtyard of the
al-Ahli Hospital, according to
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Gaza’s Health Ministry. It did
not immediately identify the
journalists or say which out-
lets they worked for.

The Israeli military said
it struck an Islamic Jihad
militant operating in the
courtyard. The army says it
only targets militants and
blames civilian deaths on
Hamas because it is embed-
ded in populated areas.

Over 180 journalists and
media workers have been
killed since the start of the
Israel-Hamas war, the vast
majority of them in Gaza,
according to the New York-
based Committee to Protect
Journalists. Israel has said
many of those killed in its
strikes were militants posing
as reporters.

Hamas-led militants killed
some 1,200 people, mostly
civilians, in the Oct. 7 attack
and abducted 251 hostages.
They are still holding 56 hos-
tages, around a third of them
believed to be alive, after most
of the rest were released in
ceasefire agreements or other
deals. Israeli forces have res-
cued eight living hostages
from Gaza and recovered doz-
ens of bodies.

Israel’s military campaign
has killed more than 54,000
Palestinians, mostly women
and children, according to
the Gaza Health Ministry,
which does not say how many
of the dead were civilians or
combatants. The offensive has
destroyed large parts of Gaza
and displaced around 90% of
its population of roughly 2
million Palestinians.
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