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Rescued dog available

P

o

Submitted photo
This male heeler became a stray and no one knows his
story, but he needs an owner that will give him a good
home. He’s been kept outdoors at the place he
appeared. For more information, call Linda at 606-787-
7012 or 859-351-1108. he is scheduled to be altered.

Beshear announces
197 arrests in statewide
drug operation

BY KENTUCKY
STATE POLICE

On July 11, Gov. Andy
Beshear announced that
a New Kentucky Home
is being created with
fewer illegal drugs on the
streets harming our fam-
ilies. The Kentucky State
Police completed a suc-
cessful Operation Sum-
mer Heat 2.0, targeting
suspected drug networks
operating in the common-
wealth and leading to 197
arrests.

“Every Kentuckian
should be safe and feel
safe, and no Kentucky
family should feel the
pain of losing a loved
one to addiction,” Gov.
Beshear said. “Because
of the Kentucky State
Police, we are accom-
plishing both of these
goals, and we are thank-
ful for the agency’s dedi-
cation to every single one
of our commonwealth’s
communities.”

All 16 posts participat-
ed in Operation Summer
Heat 2.0, and prelimi-
nary results indicate 197
arrests and 490 charges
issued, along with the
combined seizure of
3,002 grams of fentanyl,
1,176 grams of cocaine,
6,046 grams of metham-
phetamine, 408 grams of
heroin, 600 fentanyl pills,
97 hydrocodone doses,
127 oxycodone doses
and 67 doses of hallucino-
gens. Additionally, troop-
ers confiscated 82 fire-
arms, $181,381 in cash,
and $200,000 worth of
stolen property and also
recovered a stolen vehi-
cle. The estimated street
value of the drugs collect-
ed exceeds $640,000. The
investigation remains
active, and more arrests
are expected in the com-
ing weeks.

“This mission was
about more than mak-
ing arrests, it was about
disrupting the criminal
enterprises that threatens
the safety and health of
Kentuckians,” KSP Com-
missioner Phillip Bur-
nett Jr. said. “I am proud
of our personnel, who
worked tirelessly to take
these dangerous drugs
off the streets and who
will continue working to
keep every community
safe.”

Initial arrests by state
police post:

e Post 1, Mayfield: 7

e Post 2, Madisonville:
21

e Post 3, Bowling
Green: 15

e Post 4, Elizabeth-
town: 30

e Post 5, Campbells-
burg: 10

e Post 6, Dry Ridge: 6

e Post 7, Richmond: 11

e Post 8, Morehead: 7

e Post 9, Pikeville: 30

e Post 10, Harlan: 4

e Post 11, London: 12

e Post 12, Frankfort: 2

e Post 13, Hazard: 1

e Post 14, Ashland: 16

e Post 15, Columbia: 14

e Post 16, Henderson:
11

Last year, Operation
Summer Heat saw 206
people arrested and
nearly $685,000 worth
of drugs removed from
Kentucky streets.

The Kentucky State
Police encourages the
public to share any infor-
mation related to drug
activity by contacting one
of its 16 posts or submit-
ting an anonymous tip on
the agency’s website.

For three straight
years, overdose deaths
have decreased in Ken-
tucky. In 2024, the com-
monwealth saw a 30.2%
decline in overdose
deaths compared to the
prior year.

Earlier this month,
the Commonwealth of
Kentucky released the
2024 Crime in Kentucky
Report. The annual state-
wide report indicates
serious crime rates have
decreased by nearly
8%, including an 11.55%
decrease in drug/nar-
cotic offenses, a 12.7%
decrease in homicide
offenses and a 13.78%
decrease in sex offenses.

In February, the Gov-
ernor announced that
Kentucky secured anoth-
er low recidivism rate.
Nearly 70% of people
released from state cus-
tody over the past two
years have not been re-in-
carcerated.

Since taking office, the
administration has also
awarded more than $12
million in grant funding
to assist state and local
law enforcement agen-
cies with enhancing
public and officer safety,
curbing the sale of illegal
drugs and fighting addic-
tion.

TREATMENT
RESOURCES

If you or a loved one
are struggling with addic-
tion, the KY HELP Call
Center can connect you
to treatment by calling
833-8KY-HELP (833-859-
4357).

Information about
treatment programs
all across the common-
wealth is available at
FindHelpNowKy.org.
Information on how to
obtain the life-saving
drug naloxone, which is
used to reverse an opioid
overdose, can be found at
that website as well as at
FindNaloxoneNowKy.org
and FindMentalHealth-
NowKy.org.

Visit us online:
vavv.caseynevvs.net

Unoccupied home damaged
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An unoccupied home owned by Pam Buis in Liberty was heavily damaged after a fire. The Stone House, as it was
called, was most recently available to be rented out to travelers. The cause of the fire is unknown but suspected
to be electrical.

Double first base introduced
into high school baseball

BY CASEY COUNTY NEWS

LEXINGTON — Beginning
with the 2027 season, a double
first base will be required in high
school baseball games to mini-
mize the risk of collisions by run-
ners and fielders.

This rule revision was one of 10
proposed by the NFHS Baseball
Rules Committee during its annu-
al meeting held June 8-10 at The
Alexander hotel in Indianapolis.
The rules changes were accepted
by the NFHS Board of Directors.

New language was added to
Rule 1-2-9 noting that the double
first base must be white and a
contrasting solid color. The white
portion of the base is located in
fair territory while the colored
half is located in foul territory,
split by the first base foul line.
There is to be no space between
the two portions of the double
base.

“Adding the double first base is
symbolic to the evolution of the
sport. It will immediately address
running lane violations, and it
will further protect the players
from the violent collisions that
have occurred at first base,” said
Elliot Hopkins, NFHS director of
sports and liaison to the Baseball
Rules Committee. “By reducing
collisions and enhancing safety,
it preserves both the integrity of
competition and the well-being of
those who play.”

Several subsequent rules
changes, including Rule 8-2-2a,
outline how batter-runners and
fielders shall use the double first
base. The batter-runner should
use the colored base on an initial

play at first base unless a field-
er is drawn into foul territory to
receive a dropped third strike,
in which case, the batter-runner
would use the white portion of
the base. Once the batter-runner
reaches first base, the batter-run-
ner must always return to the
white base, including when lead-
ing off, returning on a pick-off
attempt or tagging up on a fly ball.
A batter-runner may use either
side of first base on a base-on-
balls or on an extra-base hit to the
outfield when there is no chance
of a play to be made at first base.
Interference is to be called on
batter-runners if they only touch
the white portion on a force play
at first and collide with the field-
er. Similarly, it is obstruction if a
defensive player only touches the
colored portion of the base and
collides with the batter-runner.
Rule 2-5-1h was added to note
that it is a fair ball if a batted ball
hits or bounds over any part of
the white portion of the double
first base. Alternately, it is a foul
ball if a batted ball hits or bounds
over any part of the colored por-
tion of the base (Rule 2-16-1h).
Rule 3-4-6 was added to address
defensive player meetings as
charged conferences. Each team,
when on defense, may be granted
not more than one player-to-play-
er meeting during an inning.
Umpires shall deny any subse-
quent defensive team requests
for that half-inning. Additionally,
Rule 2-10-3 was added to define a
player-to-player defensive meeting
as having two or more defensive
players.

“A player-to-player defensive
meeting is a natural and essen-
tial part of the game — whether
it’s strategy, encouragement or
clarification, but having multiple
meetings in a half-inning adds
additional time that lengthens
a contest and is not in the best
interest of the game,” Hopkins
said. “A charged conference,
however, involves direct coach-
ing intervention with either a
coach or a non-playing repre-
sentative and is intended to pro-
vide instruction. The distinc-
tion ensures we honor both the
flow of the game and the role of
coaching.”

Two rules changes were
approved to bring the Baseball
Rules Book in line with all NFHS
rules. Language added to Rule
1-4-4 allows a school’s name, nick-
name, logo, mascot and/or play-
er’s name to be permitted on a
uniform top and/or pants begin-
ning in 2027.

In addition, Rule 1-6-3 states
that “no player shall wear any
audio (microphone) or video
(camera) device during the
game.”

A complete listing of the base-
ball rules changes will be avail-
able on the NFHS website at
www.nfhs.org. Click on “Sports”
at the top of the home page and
select “Baseball.”

According to the 2023-24 NFHS
High School Athletics Partici-
pation Survey, baseball is the
fourth-most popular boys sport
with 471,701 boys participating
in 16,146 high schools across the
nation.

Electronic communication by

players clarified in high school softball

BY CASEY COUNTY NEWS
LEXINGTON — No
player shall be allowed
to transmit or record
audio or video from
the playing surface in
high school softball.
This new language in
Rule 1-8-6 of the NFHS
Softball Rules Book
further clarifies the use
of electronic devices
and what is permitted
in the sport after lan-
guage was added last
year to allow for elec-
tronic communication
for coaching purposes.
This change was the
highlight of the NFHS
Softball Rules Com-
mittee’s rules recom-
mendations as a result
of the committee’s
annual rules meeting
held June 15-17 at The
Alexander hotel in Indi-
anapolis. The NFHS
Board of Directors
subsequently approved

the rules changes to take
effect next year.

“While increased media
exposure has positively
influenced the growth and
visibility of softball, the
committee determined
that the potential risks
associated with players
transmitting or recording
audio or video through
devices during live play
outweighed the bene-
fits,” said Sandy Searcy,
NFHS director of sports
and liaison to the Soft-
ball Rules Committee.
“As wearable technology
continues to evolve, the
committee believed it was
essential to establish clear
guidelines regarding the
permissible use of such
devices to ensure the
safety and integrity of the
game.”

The proper uniform
for an umpire was adjust-
ed in Rule 10-4-2, noting
that ‘charcoal gray’ slacks

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The Public Service Commission of Kentucky issued an order on
March 13, 2025, scheduling a hearing to be held on August 4, 2025, at
9 a.m., Eastern Daylight Time, in the Richard Raff Hearing Room at
the offices of the Public Service Commission located at 211 Sower
Boulevard in Frankfort, Kentucky, for Case No. 2025-00045. This is
an examination of the Electronic Application of Kentucky Utilities
Company and Louisville Gas and Electric Company for Certificates of
Public Convenience and Necessity and Site Compatibility Certificates.

This hearing will be streamed live and may be viewed on the PSC

website, psc.ky.gov.

Public comments may be made at the beginning of the hearing.
Those wishing to make oral public comments may do so by following
the instructions listed on the PSC website, psc.ky.gov.

were allowed, instead of
‘heather gray.’

“Manufacturers have
ceased production of
heather gray umpire
pants, and this update
will help guide umpires
toward selecting pant
options that are actively
being produced and read-
ily available,” Searcy said.

Finally, the 2026 Soft-
ball Rules Book will
include a reformatted
Rule 8 for improved clar-
ity and comprehension.
Longer sections were sep-
arated, and additional arti-
cle references were added
to penalties and effects.

A complete listing of
the softball rules chang-
es will be available on
the NFHS website at
www.nfhs.org. Click on
“Sports” at the top of the
home page and select
“Softball.”

According to the
most recent NFHS High
School Athletics Partic-
ipation Survey, 345,451
girls in 15,635 high
schools played fast-pitch
softball in 2023-24 mak-
ing it the fifth-most pop-
ular girls sport, while
an additional 6,107 girls
participated in slow-pitch
softball.
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Founded by the Circuit Clerks of Kentucky in 1992, Donate Life
Kentucky Trust is a 50 1c3 nonprofit. Proceeds from this fundraiser

support the lifesaving mission of organ, eye and tissue donation.



