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bmiddleton@mountainadvocate.com

Representatives  from
United Steelworkers Local
14300 Knox County do-
nated 102 winter clothing
items this year, surpassing
last year’s total through a
second-year collaboration
between the Next Genera-
tion Committee and Wom-
en of Steel Committee.

The donation of winter
necessities, including 77
coats and 25 hoodies.

The paired committees
raised enough money
last year to purchase 100
coats, with the total being
surpassed this year, with
102 coats donated, orga-
nizers added. Union lead-
ers credited the success of
the effort to the generosity

Above, representatives with United Steelworkers Local 14300 Knox County

donate winter clothing to Dewitt Elementary, represented by principal Brian
Photo by Bryleigh Middleton

Barnhill (at left).

and commitment of co-
workers who supported

the fundraising campaign.
Kimberly Anders, chair

of the Women of Steel
Committee, stated she is

Police Arrest Man After Discovery
Inside Campus Dumpster

BY BRYLEIGH MIDDLETON
bmiddleton@mountainadvocate.com

Amanwastakeninto cus-
tody early Tuesday morning
after Barbourville police of-
ficers responded to reports
of a disturbance and found
him hiding inside a dump-
ster at the Union Common-
wealth University Ramsey
Center.

On December 23, at ap-
proximately 5:58 a.m.,
officers from the Barbo-
urville Police Department
responded to reports of a
disturbance caused by a

man, later identi-
fied as 43-year-old
Emerson Johnson, [-
inside a dumpster at
the Union Common-
wealth  University
Ramsey Center.

_ While approach-
—| ing the dumpster,
officers  reported
smelling the odor
of burnt marijua-
na and observed
Johnson  hiding

. Emerson
Upon making con- Johnson underabagoftrash
tact with the security in the dumpster.
guard on duty, he When  offered

advised the responding of-
ficers that the Mills Garbage
truck driver stated he be-
lieved someone was inside
the dumpster and that he
would return later for the
garbage.

help out of the dumpster by
responding officers, Johnson
was observed to have slurred
speech and erratic body and
facial movements consistent
with Methamphetamine us-
age. Johnson also had blood-

shot eyes and dilated pupils
that would not react to light.

Once out of the dump-
ster, officers observed a used
syringe and a marijuana
pipe sticking out of John-
son’s pocket in plain view.
Johnons admitted to smok-
ing marijuana while inside
the dumpster, and would
later admit to using Meth-
amphetamines as well.

Johnsonwasarrestedand
lodged in the Knox County
Detention Center. He is due
for a pretrial conference on
January 27, 2026.
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arraignment on charges
of second-degree rape (no
force), second-degree sod-
omy, first-degree sexual
abuse, first-degree unlaw-
ful transaction with a mi-
nor (illegal sex act under
16 years old), procure-
ment or promoting use
of a minor by electronic
means, distribution of
obscene material to mi-
nors and first-degree per-
sistent felony offender.
White appointed the
public advocate’s of-
fice to represent Castle,
scheduled a Dec. 29 pre-
liminary hearing in his
case, and ordered that
he have no contact with
the alleged victim, their
residence or their place
of employment, if he is
released on bond.
Kentucky State Police
Trooper Matt Ridener ar-
rested Castle about 1:18
p.m. Friday at a location
about five miles north of
Williamsburg after re-
ceiving a complaint that
Castle was allegedly in-
volved in a sexual rela-

tionship with a juvenile,
according to the arrest
citation.

The juvenile told po-
lice that she and Castle
allegedly engaged in var-
ious types of sexual acts,
including vaginal sex.
The juvenile allegedly
had video on her phone
of Castle masturbating,
Ridener wrote on the ar-
rest citation.

During an interview
with police, Castle alleged-
ly admitted to digital pene-
tration and sexual activity,
according to the arrest ci-
tation.

Ridener also observed
messages on the victim’s
phone of Castle alleged-
ly texting her and asking
if they could meet up for
sex. Castle also allegedly
admitted to sending the
video, which the victim
had on her phone, the ci-
tation stated.

Ridener is continuing
the investigation.

Castle is also a con-
victed felon with a felony
conviction in Knox Coun-
ty, according to his arrest
citation.

The Timothy Adam Cas-
tlelisted in the Knox Coun-
ty case has the same date

of birth and address as the
Timothy Adam Castle list-
ed in the Whitley County
rape case, according to a
News Journal analysis of
the court cases.

Castle was indicted in
the Knox County case on
Aug. 23, 2024, on charges
of first-degree possession
of a controlled substance
(methamphetamine),
drug paraphernalia, care-
less driving and posses-
sion of marijuana.

Castle pleaded guilty to
the Knox County first-de-
gree possession of a con-
trolled substance (meth-
amphetamine) and drug
paraphernalia ~ charges
on Dec. 16, 2024, and re-
ceived a total sentence
of three years probation.
His plea agreement also
called for him to complete
an inpatient drug treat-
ment program, according
to Knox County court re-
cords.

As part of the plea
agreement, the careless
driving and possession of
marijuana charges were
dismissed.

As of 7 p.m. Monday,
Castle remained incarcer-
ated in the Whitley County
Detention Center.
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who they believe has since
left the state. Authorities
also believe that the sus-
pect did not work alone,

and received help from a
getaway driver in order to
escape from the scene.
CPD is working with the
Knox County Sheriff’s De-
partment, the Laurel Coun-
ty Sheriff's Department,
London City Police and the

FBI as they follow up on
leads and attempt to locate
the suspect. If anyone has
any information that could
be helpful in the ongoing
investigation, they are en-
couraged to contact Corbin
Police at 606-528-1122.

Business Cards, Stationary,
Menus, Invoices & more!

QUOTE LOCAL! SHOP LOCAL!
606-546-9225 ext. 106
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“proud to work alongside
such selfless individuals
who consistently step up
to support their commu-
nity.”

Anders added, “We do
these fundraisers to help
out in the community;
this is just one of many
that we do.” Anders
added that they feel the
public should be more
aware that there are peo-
ple found locally who are
willing to lend a help-
ing hand in moments of
need. “For the last two
years, we have random-
ly picked schools to help
out. I would love to have
schools reach out to me,”
Anders added, “ I want

othing ltems

to reach the schools that
need our help the most.”

“The goal was to remind
the community that there
are still many caring in-
dividuals willing to help
those in need,” said Gary
Swafford, chairman of the
Next Generation commit-
tee.

Along with this dona-
tion, Anders shared that
they supplied 100 back-
packs in the summer ear-
lier this year as well.

SUBSCRIBE
TODAY!

Call 606-546-9228 or visit
mountainadvocate.com

GILBERT TIRE CO,

9252 US HWY. 25, CORBIN, KY
606-523-5782 606-523-5598

BRAKE SPECIAL

STARTING AT $8 995
FOR PADS

INSTALLED

*LIFETIME WARRANTY ON PART 12/1200

LABOR WARRANTY

OIL & FILTER
SPECIAL

PENNZOIL SYN BLEND
UP TO 5 QTS W/FILTER

STARTING AT s

5W/20

2999

REAL ESTATE « GOMMERGIAL PROPERTY

ABSOLUVE ONILINE ONLY AUCHION
THE ESTATE OF

SANDRA LYNN GANADY

228 COURT SQUARE - BARBOURVILLE, KENTUCKY 40906

AUGTION BEGINS TO CLOSE 12 PM

DON'T MISS THIS RARE OPPORTUNITY - We will be selling at absolute online only auction to the
highest bidder this excellent investment property in downtown Barbourville, Kentucky.
3000 sf +/- of commercial space on the ground floor that is already divided and rented to 2
businesses with extremely rare 100’ x 125’ private parking lot in the rear.

The second floor has two 2 bedroom - 1 bath apartments and two 1 bedroom - 1 bathroom
apartments. The property fronts both the Court Square and Jail Street.

This is a rare opportunity to own Income-Producing property that will start
making you money the day that you buy it!

PUBLIC INSPEGTION WILL BE DECEMBER 29TH
FROM 12:00PM - 2:00PM

TERMS AND CONDITIONS CAN BE FOUND AT CREATIVEREALTYAUCTION.COM

EST. 1989

CREATIVE

REALTORS ¢ AUCTIONS ¢ APPRAISERS

Phone (606) 546-8089
304 Cumberland Avenue « Barbourville, KY 40906

BID NOW!
creativerealtyauction.com

We are booking auctions now. If you are planning an auction, call us today. We offer complete auction services.




