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May God Bless America, Again

“Congress shall make no law
respecting an establishment of religion,
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof;
or abridging the freedom of speech, or
of the press; or the right of the people
peaceably to assemble, and to petition
the government for a redress of griev-

ances.”
—First Amendment to the United
States Constitution

This weekend many
of us will celebrate our
nation’s birthday—it’s
independence day—with
family and friends. Many
will fire up the grills and
shoot off fireworks.

While we celebrate our
nation’s independence
from the rule of a mon-
archy this weekend, let
us be reminded that we
do not have, nor will we
have, a king. Our country
was founded on multiple
principles, but one of the
main principles was to
leave class rule and the

THE PUBLISHER'S

NOTEBOOK
CHARLES MYRICK

publisher@mountainadvocate.com

monarchy model in the
past. A lot of people feel
like we’re on a fast track
back to those dark ages,
the time before we could
celebrate the freedom we
now know.

As our lawmakers bick-
er and debate to decide
what makes them the
richest while ignoring the
hurting constituents back
home, let us remember

who calls the shots. It isn’t
the occupant at 1600 Penn-
sylvania Avenue. It isn’ta
senator or congressman.
It’s us, the voters.

Take time this week-
end to reflect on our great
nation, and what makes
it great. It isn’t beating
our chest to the rest of
the world. What makes
us great was what we
once aspired to be—the
shining light on the hill.
We can be that again, if
we fight for it.

May God bless America,
again.
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“In the First Amendment, the
Founding Fathers gave the free press
the protection it must have to fulfill its
essential role in our democracy. The
press was to serve the governed, not
the governors... Only a free and unre-
strained press can effectively expose
deception in government.”

— U.S. Supreme Court Justice Hugo
Black, New York Times v. United States.
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Feed courage, not fear!

William Shakespeare
said, “Our doubts are trai-
tors, and make us lose the
good we oft might win, by
fearing to attempt.” Doubt
is something that we have
all dealt with.

When doubt, according to
Billy Graham, reigns in our
heart, faith cannot abide.
Moses an example of doubt
crowding out faith. When
God called Moses to free
his people from Pharaoh,
he had many reasons for
resisting God’s call. He first
said he was just a nobody!
“And Moses said unto God,
Who am [, that I should go
unto Pharaoh, and that I
should bring forth the chil-
dren of Israel out of Egypt?”
(Exodus 3:11)

Have you felt that way
when called to do some-
thing? I'm nobody special; I
can’t do that! He continues
to resist God by pointing
out his poor speech. He
explained to God that he
was no great orator. (Exo-
dus 4:10) He then pleads for
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God to send someone else.
(Exodus 4:13) Moses tried to
get out of doing what God
had called him to do, simply
because he had doubt in
his heart. Doubt focuses on
self, whereas faith focuses
on God. God fought against
Moses doubt’ by reminding
Moses God was with him.
When Moses says, “Who
amI”, he is reassured that
he is a representative of
God, not himself. When
Moses brings up his lack of
oration, he is reminded that
God will instruct him on
what to say. When he pleads
for God to send someone
else, God further encour-
aged him by providing
him a helper. Paul prays in
Hebrews 13:20-21, “Now the
God of peace, that brought
again from the dead our
Lord Jesus, that great shep-
herd of the sheep, through
the blood of the everlasting

covenant, make you perfect
in every good work to do
his will, working in you
that which is well pleasing
in his sight, through Jesus
Christ; to whom be glory for
ever and ever. Amen.”

Do you see that Paul is
praying for God to equip
these Christians with what
isneeded to accomplish the
call? Before I stepped out to
preach, I voiced all of my
inabilities to my pastor.

He replied “Son, God
doesn’t call the equipped.
He equips the called.” If you
are doubting a new position
at work, a call to ministry
work, or a new opportunity
in life, pray about it.

If it is God’s will for you,
he will equip you with
what is needed to fulfill that
call. Don’tlet your heart
be occupied with doubt, let
it be occupied with faith.
Faith in God feeds courage
needed to accept the call.

Doubt in God feeds fear
that holds us back. Feed the
courage and accept the call!
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“Democracy Dies in Darkness” — The Washington Post
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