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PRI, ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR OF 

CONTENT DEVELOPMENT

Two students at Knox 
Central High School have 
turned classroom time 
into community impact 
through the Ameri-
Corps PartnerCorps PRI 
program. From tutoring 
9th and 10th grade math 
students to volunteering 
across their community, 
these student members 
are serving their peers—
and preparing for life 
after graduation.

Students were selected 
through a rigorous pro-
cess that included teach-
er recommendations, 
academic review, and in-
terviews. Preference was 
given to first-generation 
college-bound seniors 

and those interested in 
education careers. Each 
student received a $6,000 
living allowance and a 
$1,956 Segal AmeriCorps 
Education Award to help 
with future educational 
expenses.

“PartnerCorps PRI 
has transformed these 
students into leaders,” 
said Kathy Gray, Knox 
Central site coordina-
tor. “They’ve grown in 
confidence, taken on 
real responsibility, and 
seen the direct impact 
they can have—both in 
the classroom and in the 
community.”

Members receive 
pre-service training in 
confidentiality, tutoring 
strategies, and Amer-
iCorps expectations. 

Throughout the year, 
they also participate in 
additional skill-building 
through platforms like 
America Learns and On-
3Learn. Each high school 
member is matched with 
an adult AmeriCorps 
mentor for ongoing 
support.

For student Sophi 
Deaton, the experience 
was a step toward her 
dream of becoming a 
teacher. “I’ve learned 
patience and communi-
cation, and I’ve seen how 
important it is to connect 
with students,” she said. 
Sophi is saving her living 
allowance for college and 
plans to use her Segal 
Award to pursue a degree 
in education.

Jayme Swafford de-
scribed the program as “a 

blessing.” From tutoring 
classmates to helping 
a peer receive mental 
health support, she said 
the experience shaped 
her into a more confident 
leader and communica-
tor. “I’ve grown in every 
way possible,” she said. 
“And I’ve loved it more 
than I expected.”

Knox Central Partner-
Corps PRI is more than a 
tutoring initiative—it’s 
a launchpad for student 
success. Participants 
gain practical skills, 
boost their resumes, and 
learn the power of giving 
back.

For more information 
about AmeriCorps or the 
PartnerCorps PRI pro-
gram, visit americorps.
gov.

Knox Central High School Students Build Skills, Serve Peers, 
and Shape Their Future Through PartnerCorps PRI
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Above, Sophi Deaton and Jayme Swafford 
will each receive a $6,000 living allowance 
and a $1,956 Segal AmeriCorps Education 
Award for their work tutoring 9th and 10th 
grade students. Above right is site coordi-
nator Kathy Gray.
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A Corbin man is facing 
charges after a road rage 
incident earlier this 
month on Master Street 
in Corbin, according to 
the Knox County Sher-
iff’s Office.

Deputy Mikey Ashurst 
stated in an arrest report 
that the accused, Ryan 
Gerber, was charged with 
menacing and second-de-
gree wanton endanger-
ment following the June 
3 incident.

The report says the 
incident occurred on 
Master Street when the 
victim attempted to pass 
the alleged perpetrator’s 
vehicle. The alleged 
perpetrator allegedly 
cut off the victim and 
slammed on his brakes. 
In response, the victim 
sounded his vehicle’s 
horn.

According to the 
report, the alleged 
perpetrator then stopped 
his truck, got out and 
approached the victim’s 
vehicle in an aggressive 
manner, cursing and 

asking, “Is there a prob-
lem?” The victim told the 
alleged perpetrator to 
return to his truck.

The report states that 
the alleged perpetrator 
then retrieved a firearm 
from his truck and began 
approaching the victim 
again, this time carrying 
the weapon. The victim 
was able to drive away 
safely.

A bystander recorded 
the encounter and later 
posted the video on Face-
book, the sheriff’s office 
said.

The investigation is 
ongoing.

Ryan Gerber

Road Rage Incident 
Caught on Video 

Leads to Charges for 
Corbin Man

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!
Call 606-546-9225 ext. 106


