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Parked cars are now a leading
of stolen guns, new report finds

BY AMANDA HERNANDEZ
States Newsroom

growing number of fire-
Aarms are being stolen

from parked cars, espe-
cially in urban areas, according
to a new report that highlights
a frequently overlooked source
of illegally circulating guns.

The nonpartisan think tank
Council on Criminal Justice
released an analysis examin-
ing five years of gun theft data
reported to law enforcement
in 16 cities — both urban and
rural — with populations over
250,000. The analysis found
that while the overall rate of
reported gun thefts remained
steady between 2018 and 2022,
gun thefts from motor vehicles
rose sharply.

The number of guns re-
ported stolen from vehicles
increased by 31% over the five-
year period, while gun thefts
during burglaries of homes
and businesses fell by 40%. In
large urban areas, the overall
gun theft rate jumped by 42%
between 2018 and 2022, while
rural areas saw a 22% decline.

The findings are based on
data from more than 2,000 law
enforcement agencies across
the country that consistently
submitted detailed crime re-
ports to the FBI's National
Incident-Based Reporting Sys-
tem between 2018 and 2022.
Together, those agencies rep-
resent about 25% of the U.S.
population and 12% of all law
enforcement agencies nation-
wide.

As gun violence continues
to grip communities across
the country, a growing body
of research suggests that fire-
arm theft — particularly from
vehicles — is a key, but often
overlooked, source of weapons
used in crimes. While research
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remains limited, some studies
show stolen guns are dispro-
portionately recovered at crime
scenes, and gun violence tends
to rise in areas where thefts
have occurred.

Yet national data on gun
theft remains sparse and there
is no nationwide system for
tracking stolen guns. Even
basic details — such as how
many guns are taken in each
reported incident — are often
missing from official police re-
ports.

With crime and firearm
policy high on the Trump ad-
ministration’s agenda, experts
say more research is urgently
needed to understand how sto-
len guns fuel broader cycles of
violence.

“We really don’t have a
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full national picture of stolen
guns,” said Susan Parker, one
of the report’s authors and a
research assistant professor in
the Department of Emergency
Medicine at Northwestern Uni-
versity. “It’s really difficult to
think about prevention when
you don’t know much.”

The report’s findings suggest
that parked cars have become a
major weak point in firearm se-
curity — one that could be ad-
dressed through policy, public
education and better data col-
lection.

Some states, including Col-
orado and Delaware, have re-
cently passed laws requiring
firearms stored in vehicles to
be locked in secure containers.
In recent years, several other
states have considered similar

measures, including legislation
mandating safe storage and
stricter reporting requirements
for lost or stolen guns.

Currently, just 16 states
and the District of Columbia
require gun owners to report
lost or stolen firearms to law
enforcement, according to the
Giffords Law Center, a nonpar-
tisan gun safety group.

“Where you store your gun
really matters. We see that so
many of the guns that are sto-
len are increasingly from vehi-
cles,” Parker said. “That kind
of shift in how we’re carrying
guns should also maybe be
accompanied by shifts in how
we're thinking about keeping
them safe and out of the risk of
being misused.”

Among the 16 cities in-
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cluded in the report, Memphis,
Tennessee, had the highest rate
of gun thefts in 2022 — 546 re-
ported incidents per 100,000
residents. That’s nearly dou-
ble the rate in Detroit, which
ranked second at 297 per
100,000, and more than 10
times higher than in Seattle,
which had the lowest rate at 44
per 100,000.

Kansas City, Missouri, had
the third-highest rate at 234
per 100,000, followed by Mil-
waukee, at 219 per 100,000,
and Nashville, Tennessee, at
210 per 100,000.

While residences remained
the most common place guns
were stolen from overall, the
share of gun thefts occurring
in parking lots, garages and
on roads rose significantly. By
2022, 40% of all reported gun
thefts involved a vehicle, up
from 31% in 2018.

Vehicle break-ins resulting
in stolen firearms nearly dou-
bled in urban areas — from 37
per 100,000 people in 2018 to
65 per 100,000 people in 2022.

As parked vehicles have be-
come a more frequent target for
thieves, the locations of those
thefts have shifted. In 2018,
about half of all reported gun
thefts from vehicles occurred
at residences. By 2022, that
share had dropped to roughly
40%, while thefts from vehicles
in parking lots and garages rose
by 76%. The report also found
significant increases in gun
thefts from vehicles on roads,
highways and alleys — up 59%
over the five-year period.

In the most rural areas,
where gun ownership is often
more common, the share of
vehicle break-ins that resulted
in gun theft rose from 18% to
24%. In urban areas, that figure
increased from 6% to 10.5%.
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Public Notices

10%. Restrictions apply, see
representative for warranty and
offer details

SunSetter. America’s Number
One Awning! Instant shade

Drafty rooms? Chipped or
damaged frames? Need
outside noise reduction? New,
energy efficient windows
may be the answer! Call for
a consultation & FREE quote

and multiple colors available.
Guaranteed to last a lifetime!
Limited Time Offer - up to 50%
off installation + Additional 10%
off install (for military, health
workers & 1st responders.)

INTERNET OFFERS
Choose EarthLink Fiber
Internet for speeds up to
5 Gigs, no data caps, no

throttling. Prices starting at

We want to Read Your Book!

Dorrance Publishing-Trusted

by Authors Since 1920 Book
manuscript submissions
currently being reviewed.
Comprehensive Services:

paid purchase price and bear
interest at the rate stated in said
Judgment.

(B.) The purchaser shall be re-
quired to assume and pay all
taxes or assessments upon
the property for the current tax

Call Erie Metal Roofs:
1-888-306-0302

HOME SERVICES
Prepare for power outages
today with a Generac Home
Standby Generator. Act now
to receive a FREE 5-Year
warranty with qualifying

at the touch of a button.
Transform your deck or patio
into an outdoor oasis. Up to
10-year limited warranty. Call
now and SAVE $350 today!
1-866-348-8793

today. 1-833-890-2083. You will
be asked for the zip code of the
property when connecting.

Replace your roof with the
best looking and longest
lasting material - steel from

NEED NEW WINDOWS? Erie Metal Roofs! Three styles

PUBLIC NOTICE

It’'s not just a generator. It's a
power move.

INSURANCE SERVICES
DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 400
plus procedures. Real dental

Boyle County Schools will convene a Local Planning
Committee (LPC) meeting to discuss the District Facilities
Plan (DFP) at 6 p.m. on Wednesday, July 30th, in the
Library/Media Center of Boyle County Middle School,
which is located at 325 Cunningham Way, Danville, KY
40422. The meeting is open to the public, but no public
comment will occur at this meeting. The public will have
an opportunity to address the Committee on August 12th,
August 19th, and a future date TBD in the same location
starting at 6PM with the LPC meeting to follow directly
after.

your FREE Dental Information
Kit with all the details!
1-855-900-7392 www.
dental50plus.com/26 #6258

PUBLIC NOTICE
ORDINANCE NO. 2050

AN ORDINANCE CHANGING THE ZONE FROM AGRICULTURAL (AG) AND SINGLE FAMILY
RESIDENTIAL (R1-A) TO SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL (R1-C) FOR APPROXIMATELY 29.923
ACRES, MORE OR LESS, OF REAL PROPERTY LOCATED AT 901 SHAKERTOWN ROAD IN THE CITY
OF DANVILLE, KENTUCKY.

The ordinance was given a first reading and passed on June 23, 2025, and a second reading was given
and passed on July 14, 2025. The full text of the ordinance is available for public inspection during the
hours of 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, at the Office of the City Clerk at City Hall, located
at 445 West Main Street, Danville, Kentucky 40422.

purchase. Call 1-844-688-8576
today to schedule a free quote.

insurance - NOT just a discount
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get

Inogen

INOGEN® PORTABLE N S
OXYGEN CONCENTRATORS

Call us toll-free at

1-877-460-0206

rial- Return within 30 days of
e for a full refund of purchase price.

PM230469 EN_EX_USA
Rx Only. © 2024 Inogen, Inc.
859Mlard Drive, Suite 200, Goleta, CA 93111

Inogen® is a trademark of Inogen, Inc. The

usage of any Inogen, Inc. trademark is strictly
forbidden without the prior consent of Inogen,
Inc. All other trademarks are trademarks of
their respective owners or holders.

$54.95. Plus, a $100 gift card
when you make the switch.
Call 1-833-974-4780

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS
We Buy Vintage Guitar's!
Looking for 1920-1980 Gibson,
Martin, Fender, Gretsch,
Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite,
Rickenbacker, Prairie State,
D'Angelico, Stromberg. And
Gibson Mandolins / Banjos.
These brands only! Call for a
quote: 1-833-641-7011

SECURITY
HOME BREAK-INS take less
than 60 SECONDS. Don't wait!
Protect your family, your home,
your assets NOW for as little as
70¢ a day! Call 1-833-360-5407

SOCIAL SECURITY
YOU MAY QUALIFY for
disability benefits if you have
are between 52-63 years old
and under a doctor’s care for a
health condition that prevents
you from working for a year or
more. Call now!
1-833-641-6772

TIME SHARE/FINANCIAL
Wesley Financial Group,
LLC Timeshare Cancellation
Experts Over $50,000,000
in timeshare debt and fees
cancelled in 2019. Get free
informational package and
learn how to get rid of your
timeshare! Free consultations.
Over 450 positive reviews. Call
855-977-4979

WATCHES

CASH PAID FOR HIGH-END

MEN'S SPORT WATCHES.
Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek
Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, GMT,
Submariner and Speedmaster.

These brands only! Call for a

quote: 1-833-641-6058

WRITERS WANTED
Become a Published Author.

Consultation, Production,
Promotion and Distribution
Call for Your Free Author’'s
Guide 1-855-209-2951 or visit
dorranceinfo.com/Kentucky
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PUBLIC NOTICE

COMMISSIONER’S SALE

In order to comply with the Judg-
ments and Orders of the Honor-
able Whitney Z. Johns, Judge
of the Boyle Circuit Court, the
Master Commissioner, will sell
the Real Properties described
in the following Civil Actions on
August 5th, 2025 at the hour
of 10:00 a.m. OR AS SOON
THEREAFTER AS CAN BE
AUCTIONED AT THE BOYLE
COUNTY COURTHOUSE IN
THE FISCAL COURTROOM,
ROOM 106, 321 W. MAIN
STREET, DANVILLE. Said
properties shall be sold to raise
the amounts as set forth in the
judgments and orders of the
court together with interest and
the costs of the action, and upon
the (unless otherwise indicated)
following terms and conditions.
(A.) At the time of sale success-
ful bidder shall either pay cash
or make a deposit of 10% of
the Purchase price with the bal-
ance on credit for 30 days. In
the event the successful bidder
desires or elects to credit the
balance, they will be required
to post bond and furnish a suf-
ficient surety approved by the
Master Commissioner prior to
the sale to secure the unpaid
balance of the purchase price.
Said bond shall be for the un-

PUBLIC NOTICE

BOYLE COUNTY COOPERATIVE EXTENSION SERVICE
SNOW/ ICE REMOVAL & TREATMENT SERVICES

The Boyle County Extension Service is seeking bids for contractual snow/ice removal and treatment
services to safely maintain the facilities property at 99 Corporate Drive in Danville, KY. Services are
requested per snow/ice weather event on call 24/7 during the months of October 2025 — April 2026
as needed with pricing per event. Services include snow/ice removal of all main building sidewalks,
all Barn building sidewalks, snow/ice removal of all parking lots with treatment of all blacktop paved
parking lots and proper “safe for concrete” treatment of all concrete sidewalks. All pricing needs to
include all labor, materials, and equipment to be provided by the contractor. The contract will be for
1 year with yearly renewal based on performance.

To be considered for this snow/ice removal & treatment services contract, all applicants must submit
a sealed bid proposal and current certificate of liability insurance to the Boyle County Extension
Service Office, 99 Corporate Drive, Danville KY 40422 by 4:30p.m ET on Friday August 1st, 2025

All questions and requests should be directed to:

Barry Rice
Extension Facilities Manager
859-236-4484

year which are not yet due and
payable, and for all subsequent
years. All taxes or assessments
upon the property for prior years
shall be paid from the sale pro-
ceeds, unless otherwise stated.
(C.) The property shall other-
wise be sold free and clear of
any right, title and interest of all
parties to the action and of their
liens and encumbrances there-
on, excepting easements and
restrictions of record in the
Boyle County Court Clerk’s
Office, and such right of re-
demption as may exist in favor
of the United States of America
or the Defendants.

**Sold subject to Current year
real estate taxes not yet due
and owing affecting the real
estate for which the purchaser
shall take no credit on the pur-
chase price, and further any
delinquent State, County and/or
City real estate taxes sold pur-
suant to the provisions of KRS
Chapter 134 to any private pur-
chaser during the pendency of
this action.
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SALE NO. 1

DOT CAPITAL INVESTMENTS,
LLC, PLAINTIFF VS. ANTHO-
NY LEE BOSWELL, ET AL,
DEFENDANTS

(Case No. 24-CI-00417)
PROPERTY DESCRIPTION
126 LAUSMAN AVENUE, DAN-
VILLE, BOYLE COUNTY
PARCEL ID: J03-008-009

Danville Advocate-Messenger:
July 22, 2025
COMM SALE

Do you have available
jobs?

Call 859-439-5199 to let others
know about job opportunities
at your business.




