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Transfers love talent, depth UK volleyball has

BY LARRY VAUGHT
Contributing Writer

entucky volleyball will open what
I<it hopes can be a special season in

just over two months and two trans-
fers off NCAA Tournament teams - Molly
Berezowitz of Marquette and Lizzie Carr
of Purdue — love the overall talent that
coach Craig Skinner has on his team.

Carr, the younger sister of former UK
basketball player Andrew Carr, averaged
1.52 kills last season for 27-7 Purdue. The
6-foot-6 Carr had 87 kills in her two years
at Purdue.

“It’s cool to see how hard we can com-
pete and how good you can make the
people around you,” said Carr, a middle
blocker. “Everyone is constantly pushing
you to be the best version of yourself as a
leader, a person, a teammate and player.

Carr has always believed a team can only
be as good as its backup players are be-
cause “they are the ones competing against
you every day.” She says Skinner mixes up
players on Blue and White teams in prac-
tice and they consistently beat each other.

“Every single person is good enough to
have a starting spot. It’s cool to see how
each person is pushing others to be better
and kind of make you uncomfortable in a
good way because you have to figure out
how to compete at the high testlevel every
day in practice and that makes for a great
team,” Carr said. “We’re just so deep and
have so much stuff that we are really going
to have a good team.”

Berezowitz, a libero, had a season-high
21 digs in Marquette’s NCAA Tournament
win over Utah and hit double digit digs in
10 matches last season. Her older sister,
Maddie, was on UK’s 2020 national cham-
pionship team.

“I played for a high level team at Mar-
quette, and when I got here, I was like, ‘Oh
my gosh, this is better than I ever imag-
ined. I thought I was playing at the best
level that I could be at and then getting
here, these people just make you so much
better,” Berezowitz, a junior, said. I think
that it starts off the court. This is just such
a good group of girls.”

Kentucky had all 14 players, including
three true freshmen, on this year’s team
on campus the second semester to give
the Cats a huge head start on this season.

“We all got to train and compete all
spring and we didn’t want to take that
opportunity for granted that we had with
everyone here,” the Marquette transfer
said. “Usually teams get six months to be
together but we will have almost a whole
year and teams don't get that very often.

“I really see something different in this
team. It really starts with how we act to-
gether off the court, and that just really
transitions on the court. Obviously it helps
just having so many talented players. It's
fun getting in the gym every single day and
you're battling every single day. I think
that if we have that mindset in every sin-
gle game, we're going be hard to beat this
season with the talent we have.”

The team’s leader will be junior
All-American Brooklyn DeLeye, one of the
nation’s top four players last season when
UK reached the Elite Eight. Berezowitz
played against her in club volleyball in
high school but didn’t pay a lot of atten-
tion to her the last two years even though
her Marquette teammates did.

“My teammates at Marquette would
talk about BK (DeLeye) is. I don’t know
how to really explain it, but you can just
rely on her to get it done. She is super re-
latable,” Berezowitz said. “She just has that
presence where we all trust her. It's also
cool because we also have (Purdue trans-
fer) Eva Hudson on the pin, so it's like hav-
ing that combo out there that we can rely
on to finish points. But I love playing with
her (DeLeye) and she certainly has lived
up to that All-American standard.”

Quaintance will be a

difference -maker for UK

Jayden Quaintance is working his way
back from knee surgery in the spring but
Kentucky coach Mark Pope is confident
the Arizona State transfer will make a full
recovery in part because “we have the best
performance team in the country” work-
ing with him now at UK.

The 6-9 Quaintance is already being
projected as a lottery pick in the 2026 NBA
draft even though he does not turn 18
years old until July 11. He could be starting
his high school senior season in Kentucky
and be eligible.

“He is really physically talented. He's on
the most elite of elite levels with his physi-
cal talent,” Pope said.

Quaintance originally committed to
Kentucky and coach John Calipari in No-
vember of 2023 and considered staying
with the program when Pope took over
butinstead headed to Arizona State for his
freshman season. He averaged 9.3 points,
7.8 rebounds, 2.6 blocks and 29 minutes
per game despite bei ng the youngest
player in college basketball last season.

He’s a defensive stopper who Pope
knows will be a “difference maker” for
Kentucky.

Pope has said Quaintance reminds him
of former Clemson star Dale Davis, Pope’s
teammate with the Indiana Pacer during
Pope’s rookie season. Davis played 16
years in the NBA.

“Dale Davis was an elite-level shot
blocker, an incredible athlete. He could
really run the floor and punish you at the
rim. He was an intimidating presence and
Jayden is like that,” Pope said.

However, Pope also likes Quaintance’s
ability to do things offensively and be-
lieves he’s “destined to be a star” at Ken-
tucky.

“Jayden has unbelievable timing and
is incredibly mobile. He can also surprise
you with the way he can put the ball on the
floor. That's some of why I think he's going
to be a star,” Pope said.

Kentucky sophomore Trent Noah ad-
mits it is even hard for him to believe that
Quaintance can be so good and still not be
18 years old yet.

“He has an incredible build. I mean,
that's why he's a NBA style player. I'm
ready for him to get healthy and play
alongside him,” Noah said.

Noah played against Quaintance and
UK freshman Jasper Johnson when they
were on the same AAU team two years
ago.

“The two of them were really good to-
gether, so I kind of know him (Quaintance)
from that and it was easy to tell even then
just how good he was going to be,” Noah
said.

Past relationship paid off for UK

transfer

New Kentucky receivers coach L'Da-
mian Washington recruited Ashton Cozart
when he was coaching at the University of
Oklahoma but the No. 214 ranked recruit
by 247Sports Composite ended up signing
with Oregon over Alabama, Auburn, Flor-
ida and Oklahoma.

The Texas native left Oregon after one
season and played the 2024 season at
Southern Methodist and had one catch for
24 yards in four games before entering the
transfer portal again. This time Washing-
ton was successful and Cozart committed
to the Wildcats in May.

“He early enrolled at Oregon at age 17.
He then transitioned home (to SMU). He
battled anxiety really hard being away
from home,” Washington said.

Once he got back to Texas at SMU,
Washington said Cozart felt the pressure
of being a top 30 receiver in his recruiting
class and dealt with depression at times.

See VIEWS, on 10

Baby Storytime
Mondays * 10 aM
(COMMUNITY ROOM;
0-18 MOS W /CAREGIVER)

Humane Society
Tue.7/1°11 Am
(LIBRARY PARK; 1-5)

“Painting a Picture
with Words”

Writing Workshop

Tue. 7/1 ¢ 5:30 PM
(CONFERENCE ROOM; 18+)

Drawing Comics
Thu. 7/3 * 6:30 PM
With Brandon Long.

“Mr. A's Art Room: Pop Culture Character

Behind the Scenes of
‘Shrek the Musical’
Mon. 7{7 *10 AM

. HiLl

Mon.7/7
(WEST T. HILL THEATRE; ALL AGES)

Curiosity 101: Art | Wed.7/9 * 3:30 pm

Storytime with the

ASD Friends & Allies:

(CONFERENCE ROOM; 18+)

Portraits” Exhibit Reception | Thu.7/3 ¢ 6:30 Pm
Featuring art by Alex Alford. (GALLERY; ALL AGES)

Kids Studio:

Clay Modeling

* 3:30 PM
(ComMm. ROOM; 6-10)

Part 1: Theater. Keep learning with us! Take a field
trip to West T. Hill Community Theatre. *Register
online. (WEST T. HiLL COMMUNITY THEATRE-DANVILLE; 18+ )

*Register & find event info at BoylePubLib.org

¢ beanstack

Read this summer to earn FREE books!
BoylePublib.org/SummerReading

Community Blood Drive
Wed. 7/2 * 10:30 Am-5:30 PM
Register at kybloodcenter.org

The Story Center

Digitize & preserve your history in the
emory Lab & Oral History Studio!
(VHS, cassettes, photographs,
8mm film, records)
Located at Grayson’s Tavern & BCPL.

BoylePublLib.org/StoryCenter

Contact the Library

Email BCPL: library@boylepublib.org
Call BCPL: 859-238-7323

Live Chat: BoylePublib.org/chat

307 W. Broadway ® Danville, KY ¢ BoylePublLib.org ° library@boylepublib.org

Purdue transfer Lizzie Carr, right, signed autographs for fans after UK's spring exhibition
match. (Photo by Larry Vaught)
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Coach Mark Pope believes sophomore Jayden Quaintance, right, is on an elite level with his
physical talent. (UK Athletics photo)
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Your local newspaper keeps

you informed about important local
events and community developments.
Subscribe today, and stay in the loop!

New Businesses * Real Estate
Jobs Market * Public Notices
Local Government
Community Health

Dining & Entertainment
Events & Activities * Local Shopping
and so much more
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