
As Christmas and 
the new year are cel-
ebrated, we find our-
selves on the doorstep 
of 2025 and the upcom-
ing regular session, set 
to convene on Tuesday, 
January 7. It is a time of 
reflection, celebration, 
and preparation for the 
important work ahead 
in the General Assem-
bly. As we close out 
the year, I want to share 
some of the recent 
progress we have made 
together and highlight 
the collaborative spirit 
that continues to shape 
our Commonwealth.

This week, I had 
the distinct honor of 
breaking ground on the 
Ashland Conference 
Center, a project that 
has been years in the 
making and one that 
holds immense prom-
ise for our region. As I 
stood there, surrounded 
by friends, colleagues, 
and community lead-
ers, I was filled with 
gratitude and pride for 
what we have achieved 
together. This initiative 
represents a true part-
nership between feder-

al, state, city, and foun-
dation funding, with the 
legislature contributing 
$25 million to make 
this vision a reality.

 I reflected on the 
journey that brought 
us to this moment. 
The Ashland Confer-
ence Center—situat-
ed between the Delta 
Marriott, an example 
of private investment 
led by visionaries Jim-
my Nizzo and Andrew 
Spiro, and the iconic 
Paramount Arts Center, 
a cornerstone of cultur-
al identity for our com-
munity—represents 
the potential we have 
when we unite around a 
shared goal. I am espe-
cially thankful to May-
or-elect Chuck Charles, 
whose dedication and 
leadership helped final-
ize the deal, and to the 
late Mayor Steve Gilm-
ore, who steadfastly 
kept the dream alive.

 This project high-
lights the power of 
teamwork. I want to ex-
tend my heartfelt appre-
ciation to Mayor Matt 
Perkins and Commis-
sioners Clark, Spriggs, 

Gute, and Blanton for 
their tireless dedica-
tion. The Governor 
and Rocky Adkins 
were early supporters 
of this effort, and their 
presence at the ground-
breaking emphasized 
its importance. Former 
City Manager Mike 
Graese’s professional 
advocacy in the Senate 
was key, as were the 
efforts of Rep. Sharp, 
Reps. Bentley and 
Flannery, and the en-
tire Mountain Caucus. 
Boyd County’s letters 
of support also played 
an important role in ad-
vancing the project.

 Additionally, I had 
the privilege of joining 
elected officials to cel-
ebrate the creation of 
more than 100 full-time 
positions at the AT&T 
Grayson Call Center. 
This expansion is a 
significant milestone 
for our region, bring-
ing competitive wages, 
benefits, and new op-
portunities to northeast 
Kentucky. Throughout 
2024, AT&T Kentucky 
has added 115 full-
time jobs at the center 

and continues to invest 
in its workforce as it 
expands 5G and fiber 
connectivity. Many 
of these positions are 
union-represented, fur-
ther emphasizing the 
company’s commit-
ment to good-paying 
jobs that support fam-
ilies and fuel our local 
economy.

 This development 
is a shining example of 
how partnerships be-
tween public and pri-
vate entities, are driv-
ing economic growth 
across the Common-
wealth. AT&T’s in-

vestments in network 
infrastructure—totaling 
over $1.2 billion in the 
past three years—en-
hance not only tele-
communications but 
also the quality of life 
and job prospects for 
Kentuckians. Events 
like this remind us of 
the ripple effect that 
well-placed invest-
ments can have on our 
communities.

 As we prepare for 
the opportunities and 
challenges of 2025, I 
want to take a moment 
to thank all of you for 
your continued support 

and dedication to our 
community.

For more informa-
tion about my legisla-
tive work, and contact 
information to share 
your thoughts, scan 
the QR code on your 
mobile device to visit 
my official legislative 
home page.

From my family 
to yours, I wish you 
a merry Christmas, 
happy holidays, and a 
joyous new year. May 
this season bring peace, 
warmth, and happiness 
to you and your loved 
ones.
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Public Notice
Legislative report by Sen. Robin Webb

SPRINGFIELD– On Saturday, 
December 14, seven men from Ad-
diction Recovery Care’s (ARC) 
Crown Recovery Center in Spring-
field celebrated earning their GEDs 
in a powerful moment of triumph and 
transformation. Their achievement 
marked more than an academic mile-
stone—it symbolized their courage, 
determination, and commitment to 
building a brighter future after over-
coming addiction.

For these individuals, the journey 
to a GED was not without challeng-
es. Yet, their persistence and resil-

ience carried them through,
. “These seven men have not only 

earned their diplomas but also re-
claimed their futures,” said Michael 
Burba, Community CEO for Crown 
Recovery Center. “Their success is 
an inspiration to others in recovery, 
showing that with determination and 
support, anything is possible.”

The celebration at Crown Recov-
ery Center is part of a record-break-
ing year for ARC. In 2024, 75 clients 
(and counting) have earned their 
GEDs—the highest annual total in 
the organization’s history. 

ARC celebrates record year
for number of GEDs earned


