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K entucky is a year closer 
to legalized medical 
marijuana, and the state 

legislature is making its final 
preparations. 

In 2023, the General 
Assembly voted to legalize 
medical cannabis. However, 
the legislature pushed the start 
date to Jan. 1, 2025, to give the 
Cabinet for Health and Family 
Services time to develop the 
necessary regulations. 

This year, Rep. Jason Nemes, 
R-Middletown, filed House Bill 
829 to update the bill before it 
takes effect next year. 

After earning a favorable 
Senate State & Local 
Government committee vote, 
the Senate and the House passed 
HB829.

Most of the votes aligned with 
last year’s medical cannabis 
vote, but Sen. Mike Wilson, 
R-Bowling Green flipped from 
a no to a yes, while Sen. Lindsey 
Tichenor, R-Smithfield, switched 
from yes to no. 

How will legalized 
medical marijuana 

work?
In 2025, eligible Kentuckians 

can become medical cannabis 
cardholders.

They must have one of the 
following qualifying conditions: 

• any type or form of cancer 
regardless of stage;

• chronic, severe, intractable 
or debilitating pain;

• epilepsy or any other 
intractable seizure disorder;

• multiple sclerosis, muscle 
spasms or spasticity;

•  chronic nausea or 
cyclical vomiting syndrome 
that has proven resistant to 
other conventional medical 
treatments; 

• post-traumatic stress 
disorder; or 

• any other medical condition 
for which Kentucky Center for 
Cannabis determines medical 
cannabis has evidence-backed 
medical,  therapeutic or 
palliative benefits. 

In January, the Team 
Kentucky Medical Cannabis 
Workgroup and the Board of 
Physicians and Advisors sent a 
letter to the legislature asking 
for 14 additional qualifying 
conditions, including ALS, 
Parkinson’s disease, severe 
arthritis, muscular dystrophy, 
HIV/AIDS and terminal illness. 

None were added. 
Prospective cardholders 

must be seen by a physician, 
who will look into their medical 
records, current medications 
and potential risks and side 
effects. They will also be subject 

to a criminal background check 
to determine whether they 
were previously convicted of 
a felony offense disqualifying 
them from receiving medical 
cannabis. 

Nemes said it should take 
about 30 to 45 days for eligible 
Kentuckians to receive their 
cards, and potentially quicker 
for end-of-life situations. 

Cardholders can then get 
cannabis from the state’s 
dispensaries. However, they 
cannot smoke or vape the 
product, and cannot use 
cannabis in public. If they do 
so, cardholders would face 
potential prosecution and 
revocation of their card. 

“You cannot smoke in this,” 
Nemes said. “This is not a 
wink wink, nod nod move to 
recreational. This is to help 
people who need to be helped. 

If you’re smoking, you won’t 
only lose your card, you should 
go to jail. It is still a felony in 
Kentucky to do that.”

One budget item could 
c o m p l i c a t e  m e d i c a l 
cannabis’ launch. The budget 
appropriates $15.3 million to 
the Office of Medical Cannabis, 
only if the Board of Physicians 
and Advisors finds there is a 
“propensity of peer-reviewed, 
published research with 
sufficient evidence as to the 
efficacy of medical cannabis 
for the persistent reduction 
of symptoms of diseases and 
conditions.”

Gov. Andy Beshear line-item 
vetoed this provision, but his 
veto was overridden. 

Under HB829, dispensaries 
can start growing hemp in 
July, six months before they 
can legally sell it. However, 

localities also have that time 
to opt out of legal medical 
cannabis.

Localities can call for a local 
election, similar to a wet/dry 
vote, in which voters decide 
whether to allow dispensaries 
to operate. Or they can pass an 
ordinance banning cannabis 
businesses in their jurisdiction. 

If the ban occurs through an 
ordinance, 10% of registered 
voters can sign a petition 
calling for an election to 
overturn the ordinance. 

If localities wait until after 
Jan. 1, 2025 to ban dispensaries, 
businesses that have already 
gotten their licenses would be 
grandfathered in. 

“Everyone should know, 
if you get licensed and to get 
set up before this time, you’re 
taking a bit of a risk,” said Sen. 
Stephen West, R-Paris. “But it 
does allow these businesses 
and the growers especially 
to get up and running, start 
growing product, so there’s 
actually something there to sell 
January 1.”

Kentucky hemp businesses 
already in good standing with 
the Department of Agriculture 
have “front of the line” status 
for licensing.

Schools can also opt out and 
refuse to administer medical 
cannabis on their premises. If 
schools opt in, they must create 
a process to determine who 
administers the medication—a 
nurse or parent—and ensure 
it occurs out of view of other 
students.

HB829 passed committee 
in an 8-1 vote. Senate Majority 
Leader Damon Thayer was a 
“reluctant yes” after saying he 
did “everything (he) could to 
try to kill this bill.” 

Nemes said he doesn’t want 
to expand conditions before 
the program is operating, and 
even then, only if necessary. 

A year out from legal medical marijuana, 
legislature makes final updates

House Majority Whip Jason Nemes, R-Middletown, (left) confers with Rep. Savannah Maddox, R-Dry Ridge, 
and Rep. Steven Doan, R-Erlanger, in the House chamber. (LRC Public Information photo)
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Pursuant to KRS 376.480, the following abandoned mobile 
home located at 306 Burton Circle, at Imperial Estates Mobile 
Home Park, Danville, Kentucky shall be sold by Imperial via 
sealed bid on Friday, April 26, 2024 at 10:00 AM to recover rent, 
storage and legal fees incurred by the owners of said mobile 
home. The sealed bids will be accepted at 605 Baughman 
Avenue, Danville, Kentucky 40422. Title to the mobile home 

Seller reserves the right to bid. Terms of sale cash only.

Amber Rainey

Unknown Owner(s) or Creditor(s)
Year: 1985
Make: Scott
Model: Scott
VIN: SHS7CTN14850942
Located at 306 Burton Circle, at Imperial Estates

PUBLIC NOTICE

Your LOCAL partner for Digital Solutions

- Targeted Digital & Video (YouTube/Streaming)
- Sweepstakes & Promotions
- Social Media Content & Advertising

- Email Marketing
- Websites 
-Paid Search

Call:
502-818-2278

LocalDigitalKy.com is part of Bluegrass Newsmedia

Switch to DISH for access to every professional football game
this fall on YouTube, Prime Video, Peacock,  and ESPN+

Plus, get the Multi-Sport Pack on us!
Sign up for AT120+ or above and get 15 additional
sports channels with the Multi-Sport Pack at no cost.

DISH has the most college football with SEC, ACC, Big Ten,
Pac-12, and Longhorn Networks. 
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DON’T MISS ANY OF THE ACTION!

8,000 TOUCHDOWNS
O N E  P L A C E  T O  W AT C H !

Plus, Multi-Sport Pack Included for a Limited Time

1-844-205-1008

3-year price guarantee requires credit qualification and 2-year commitment and covers core program-
ming, local networks, and equipment. All packages, programming, and offers are subject to change 
without notice. New customers only. Must subscribe to AT120+ or above or DishLATINO Max by 
11/13/23. Multi-Sport Pack access ends 1/11/24. Offer subject to change without notice. Local blackouts 
and other restrictions apply. Streaming apps require separate subscription.

*FOR QUALIFYING CUSTOMERS

SWITCH TO
DISH & GET UP TO A

$100 GIFT CARD!

100$

Kentucky
y

entertainment. Nothing on your 
roof! Sign up for Direct and get 

Paramount+, Showtime, Starz, 
MGM+ and Cinemax included. 
Choice package $84.99/mo. 
Some restrictions apply. Call 
DIRECTV 1-866-292-5435

CELLULAR

Talk, Text and Data For Just 
$25/mo! The Power Of 3 5G 
Networks, One Low Price! 

Kentucky

Call Today and Get The Latest 
iPhone Every Year On Us! 

855-841-2894

Switch and save up to $250/
year on your talk, text and 
data. No contract and no 

hidden fees. Unlimited talk and 

Premium nationwide coverage. 
100% U.S. based customer 

service. For more information, 
call 1-833-353-2982

Kentucky

DONATIONS (VEHICLES)
GOT AN UNWANTED CAR??? 

DONATE IT TO PATRIOTIC 
HEARTS. Fast free pick up. 

All 50 States. Patriotic Hearts’ 
programs help veterans 

business. Call 24/7: 
1-844-592-4235

Get your deduction ahead of 
the year-end! Donate your car, 
truck, or SUV to assist the blind 
and visually impaired. Arrange 
a swift, no-cost vehicle pickup 
and secure a generous year-

end tax credit. Call Heritage for 
the Blind Today at 

1-877-581-3053 today!

Donate your car, truck, boat, 
RV and more to support our 
veterans! Schedule a FAST, 

FREE vehicle pickup and 
receive a top tax deduction! 

Call Veteran Car Donations at 
1-833-984-2146 today!

FINANCIAL

Interest rates are way up. 
Credit Cards. Medical Bills. Car 

Loans. Do you have $10k or 
more in debt? Call NATIONAL 

how to pay off your debt for 

owe! FREE quote: Call 
1-844-262-5602

Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC Timeshare Cancellation 

Kentucky

Experts Over $50,000,000 
in timeshare debt and fees 
cancelled in 2019. Get free 
informational package and 
learn how to get rid of your 

timeshare! Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. 

Call 855-977-4979

HEALTH
Stroke and Cardiovascular 
disease are leading causes 
of death, according to the 

American Heart Association. 
Screenings can provide peace 

of mind or early detection! 
Contact Life Line Screening 
to schedule your screening. 

Special offer - 5 screenings for 
just $149. Call 1-877-465-1309

HOME IMPROVEMENT
NEED NEW WINDOWS?  
Drafty rooms? Chipped or 
damaged frames? Need 

outside noise reduction? New, 

may be the answer! Call for 
a consultation & FREE quote 
today. 1-844-592-3968.  You 

will be asked for the zip code of 
the property when connecting.

Replace your roof with the 
best looking and longest 

lasting material – steel from 
Erie Metal Roofs! Three styles 
and multiple colors available. 
Guaranteed to last a lifetime! 

Limited Time Offer – up to 50% 
off installation + Additional 10% 

off install (for military, health 

Kentucky
( y

workers & 1st responders.) 
Call Erie Metal Roofs: 

1-888-306-0302

Safe Step. North America’s #1 
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service. 

Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 Off 

for a limited time! Call today! 
Financing available. Call Safe 

Step 1-888-302-4539

BATH & SHOWER 
UPDATES in as little as 
ONE DAY! Affordable 

prices - No payments for 18 
months!  Lifetime warranty & 
professional installs. Senior & 
Military Discounts available.  

Call: 1-888-841-2035

HOME SERVICES
Prepare for power outages 
today with a Generac Home 
Standby Generator. Act now 

to receive a FREE 5-Year 
warranty with qualifying 

purchase. Call 1-844-688-8576 
today to schedule a free quote. 
It’s not just a generator. It’s a 

power move.

INSURANCE SERVICES
Up to $15,000.00 of 

GUARANTEED Life Insurance! 
No medical exam or health 

questions. Cash to help 

expenses. Call Physicians 
Life Insurance Company- 

844-950-2448 or visit 
www.Life55plus.info/kypress

INTERNET OFFERS
HI-SPEED INTERNET, 

ANYWHERE!  Shop With 
A Viasat Expert For High 

Speed Satellite Internet. New 
Customer Deals In Your Area. 

Nationwide Service. CALL 
NOW. 1-877-548-7404

Choose EarthLink Fiber 
Internet for speeds up to 
5 Gigs, no data caps, no 

throttling. Prices starting at 
$54.95. Plus, a $100 gift card 
when you make the switch.  

Call 1-833-974-4780

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! 

Reclaim independence and 
mobility with the compact 
design and long-lasting 

battery of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 

Kentucky

888-982-0374

MISCELLANEOUS
PAYING TOP CA$H FOR 

MEN’S SPORT WATCHES! 
Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek 
Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, GMT, 
Submariner and Speedmaster. 

Call 1-844-592-4187

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS
TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD 

GUITARS! 1920-1980 Gibson, 
Martin, Fender, Gretsch, 
Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, 

Rickenbacker, Prairie State, 
D’Angelico, Stromberg. And 
Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. 

1-844-591-7529

SECURITY
HOME BREAK-INS take less 

than 60 SECONDS. Don’t wait! 
Protect your family, your home, 
your assets NOW for as little as 
70¢ a day! Call 1-877-548-7486

SOCIAL SECURITY
YOU MAY QUALIFY for 

are between 52-63 years old 
and under a doctor’s care 
for a health condition that 
prevents you from working 

for a year or more. Call now! 
1-877-548-7946

WRITERS WANTED
Become a Published Author. 
We want to Read Your Book! 
Dorrance Publishing-Trusted 
by Authors Since 1920 Book 

manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: 
Consultation, Production, 

Promotion and Distribution 
Call for Your Free Author`s 

Guide 1-855-209-2951 or visit 
dorranceinfo.com/Kentucky

Raise your hand if you 
want your business 

to make LESS money 
next year.

We didn’t think you would. Do you 
need to successfully market on a 

tight budget? Boyle, Casey, Garrard, 
Lincoln and Mercer county classifieds 
has customizable programs available 

to fit any budget. 

DON’T WAIT! 
Call TODAY 

859-439-5199


